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SLAVE-TR A DE, &c. 



On Monday die ad of April, 17^2. 



AG R EAT number of PETITIONS* Werfe prefcntcd^ 
praying for the ABOLITION of the SLAVE 
TRADE. 

The Right Honourable Mr. Dundas prefetited onei from 
the Inhabitants of the City of Edinburgh, and Sir WatkIW 
Lewes one from the Litreiy of London ih Common Halt 
aflembled.-^Referred to the Cotnfnittee on thef Slave Trade. 

Mr. WiLBBRFORCB moved that all the Evidence given om 
this Trade be referred to the Committee,«^-^OrderctIw 

He tiien moved (he Order of die Day, which vrit " for 
^ the Houfe to refolve itfelf into z Committee cf die Whole 
^ Houfe, to confider of the circuihftances of the African 
^ Sbve Trade.*^ 
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The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee accordingly. 
Sir William Dpi^bek in the Chair : ' 

Mr. Wilberforce. — ^In entering on tlie great bufmefs o 
this day, a bufinefs in itfelf of the firft importance, am 
which, after having folong occupied the minds of men, is at thii 
moment the fubje6i of ^niverfal expe£taition and folicitude, it h 
natural to imagine that I muft feel no fmall degree of diffi- 
dence and apprehenfion. It is,^ however, a fatisfaftion to mc 
to refleft, that it will not be neceffary for me to take up (c 
much of the time of the Hqufe, ^s I have felt myfejf compelled 
to do on former occafions ; for befides that I might well be 
content to leave the tafk of enforcing the propofition I {hall 
bring forward^ to the greater abilities and more powerful elo- 
quence, of thofe by whom I have the honour to be fupported, 
the ^rf|ole of this (\fh]eSi; ha^ beei| already fo thoroughly in- 
veftigated ; every part of it has been fo canvafled and fcruti- 
nized, that it may be fufficient for me now merely to refer you 
to our paft difcuftons, and to fpare the Houfe and myfelf the 
pain of a laborious and minute detail. 

* I have before iiad occafion to remarir, that nothing has-; 
tended more to prevent the impartial and candid confiderationv 
of our argumeptc, Ihan the indiftriminalte'cenfures which hjive 
fptn^titnes been i^^ly c;^ on the whol^ bQ<iy of Weft Indians.^. 
There may have been thofe who, fuffering their paffions to 
hijrry ^pm tp h^^y and immure t^Qclufions, have CQnne<9ed 
lyitb-thp eyiU. of the (yftpm» the perfopal ch^r^iS^r of every 
iadiyidjial ea^rked in it, as being jc^pfely and infeparably af- 
fijciated ;. tfec charge raftly bro^ghl: b^ beeri indignantly, 
repelled; heat and acrimony have prevailed on both fides, 
reproaches and invedives have been iSiutually retorted, parties 
have been formed with all their confequerit efleSs of prejudice 
and bitterneft, the Weft Indians in thi§ ftate of things have 
grown incjy>ablQ pf liftening 4i'i?9^pnately tp the voice of. 
reafon, and pany perhaps of the ypxy beft and nipft benevo- 
lent amongft them have been the moft warm, bficaufe moft 
cohfcious of the injuftice of the accufations they deenied caft 
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on them, sind refenting and fptirning at them with emotions^ of 
honeft diijdain. 

The Houfe will do me the juftice to recolleft, whatever may 
have been faid to the contrary, that this is a language i have 
never held, nor have I been kept from it by motives of deco- 
rum or of perfonal civility ; it is a language to which in my 
heart I have never affented, and which has always appeared to 
me not only injudicious and impolitic, bat contrary to truth and 
jufiice, and to what abundant experience has taught us of the 
nature of die human mind : and I the rather make this decla-^ 
ration at the outfet of my fpeech, in order, that if iu the courfe 
of what I (hall fay on a fubje£t which cannot but excite the 
ftrongeft emotions in any man who is not dead to the feelings 
of his nature, any over- warm or too. general expreflions 
fbould efcape nie, it may be underflrood what are the cool deli- 
berate opinions of my mind. I wifl) to fpeak the words oi 
conciliation ; I wifh particularly to call on the Gentlemen 
of the Weft Indies to accompany me in my progrefs j I call 
upon t^iem to inveftigate with me fully and fairly the various 
evils arifmg from the Slave Trade, and thofe evils efpecidly, 
^hich belong to the Weft Indies* If I can but bring them to 
do fo, I am perfumed we cannot differ in the refidt : I cannot 
but believe that they will acknowledge the defeats of their own* 
fyftem, and deplore the evils with which it fo abounds ; for 
Sir, thcHig^ I have acknowledged that there are many Owners 
of Slaves of benevolent tempers and generous hearts, who 
would be glad to ufe their abfolute power for purpofes of kind- 
nefs and beneficence, yet this muft not reconcile us to the 
fyftem of Weft Indian flavery itfelf; pregnant as it is witli 
great and innumerable miferies. A Trajan and an Antoni- 
nus do not reconcile me to a defpotic monarchy ; we fliould 
diftijiguiih in thefe cafes between what belongs to the perfon 
and what belongs to the fyftem ; we fhould rejoice indeed in a 
4>lendid exception to the ordinary charadfer of tyranny ; but 
not allow ourfelves to be thereby feduced into an approbation 
1^ tyranny. 
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Yet even* under a Trajan and an Antoninus th 
fetal cfFefts of this fyftem were but too difcernible, thougl 
more flagi ant and palpable under a Nero and Caligula. At 
impartial Weft Indian, therefore^ inftead of being incenfed bj 
tiie franknefs of my inveftigation, fliould rather join me in iti 
aad affift me in tracing the mifchiefe to their proper fource ; 
riefe will appear by no means greater than might be expefled 
from confidering the various circumftances of the prefent 
cafe. It has been juftly remarked, that ariftocracy is a wode 
form of government than monarchy, becaufe the people 
have been fubje£l to many tyrants inftead of one ; but if this 
be true, what (hall we fay to the prefent cafe, where defpotic 
power is not the privilege of high birth, or of extraordinary 
eminence, or wealth, or talents, but where it is an article to 
be bought at nfiarket like any other commodity, by every man 
who has ^^.40 in the world. There is often an elevation and 
liberality of mind produced by-the confcioufnefs of fuperior 
rank and confequence and authority, which ferve in fome de* 
grce to mitigate the fiercenefs of unreftrained power, and 
countera£t the evils of which it is naturally productive ; but 
when it comes into the pofleflion of the bafe and the vulgar, 
the evils, will then be felt in their fuUeft extent. The caufes 
of this we will not ftop to examine, but the truth itfelf is im-> 
portant, and it bears dire£Uy on the prefent queftion. It fug- 
gefts to us the wretched ftate of the Slaves in the Weft In- 
dies, where they are often liable to the uncontrouled domina- 
tion of men of all ranks, underftandings, tempers, often per^ 
haps of the moft ignorant and worthlefs, and meaneft of the 
human race. This is no piSure of the imagination, but the 
very fentiment which the fcene itfelf imprefles on the mind of 
a judicious obferver. Every man almoft who can hare a horfe 
here, might be poftefTed of a flave there ; who is there that con* 
iiders this, but npuft expert: to find fcenes of wretched ne(s and 
cruelty, on which it is impoifible to look^ without fhame and 
indignation i 

But let us recoiled^, that this is not the whole of the prefent 
caAs for of the more opulent and ttioie\ib«alWtftl}vd\2w^\o- 
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prietors of Weft India properties, how many are there ^vfao 
are abfentfrom their own eftates, refiding in this country, or 
in other parts of Europe i They fend acrofs the Atlantic, de^ 
clarations and diredions didated by the humanity of their 
own minds i but the execution of thefe, muft be left to perfons 
of a defirription altogether different. This forms a very lead-, 
ipg feature in the delineation of the prefent fyftem, and I wi(h 
every Gentleman to confider it in its various bearings and re- 
lations* It is not I only that make this remark, or the friends 
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade ; it was long ago ftrongly 
iniifted on by Mr. Long^ the hiftorian of Jamaica ; he po'mted 
out the abufe ; he fpecified the many evils which flowed from 
it ; he dated that the infurre^tions had chiefly been found to 
|)reak out atnong the Slaves of Abfentee proprietors ; he re- 
gretted that often the Manager had an intereft altogether 
diftin£l from that of the Owner ; that it was frequently his 
object to n^ake large crops of fugar, regardlefs of the cruelties , 
to be lexercifed on the Slaves, or of the ruinous load of ex- 
pence to be incurred, in purchafing new Slaves, to replace 
fuch as ihould be worn out by exceffive labour ; and dien at 
Idftj iays he, they retreat like a rat from a houfe in flames, and . 

I go with the credit of large crops on their backs to another part 
of the ifland* The truth of thefe animadverfions has been con* 
firnied by the poGtive teftimony of many refpe6lable witnefles ; 

, t)iey converfed on the fpot with the Managers, and ic was eafily 

*'"4p be coUeded, nay, ibmetimes it was frankly confeiled that 
this was their main principle. 

This alone would t^e fufiicient to fhew that the 
orders of die abfentee Planters, however good, will 
not be executed, and will be conftantly operating to defeat 
the effb^ of their benevolence. But it would not be necef- 
fary tpfliew this diftindion of interefty many caufes concur to 
produce a diflS^rence pf feelings 5 the very circumftances of 
thefe poor people being diftinguifhed by their colour from the 
reft of the community, prevents their calling forth the feelings 

"^'-qf fympathy j they are a marked fpecies, they are looked ut^qi.n\ 
as a diferciit race of Beings, and^ axe tvox. coa^vifct^^ ^.%\i€vcv^ 
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•tttitled to the fame humanity and teiidernels, which ihe wrt 
of men would allow to be the right of thofe whom they aH 
knowledge to be their fellow creatures. Confider how m t 
cafe of minds originalTy tender, the feelings will be Wunted 1 
habit; reckon up all thefe various circumftances and eftinrtaR 
their amount, and yott will naturally (Conclude, that the fitua 
tion of the Slaves in the Weft Indies, muft indeed be deplort 
We. 

I (hall not here detail the parfictflars of their ftatr, haT' 
ing dbne fo minutely on a former occafion : I then ftroved mi 
aflertions by the pofitive teftimony 6f our own witnefles ; t 
various circumftances and confiderations arifing out of tli 
very nature of the carfe, or fuggefted by fcrutinizingand fayinj 
together different aflertions from our Opponents. I then: fpe 
cified -many generatl evils refulting from the nature of th 
fyftem, and (hewed its tendency to render the ftate of the Slav 
to be lamented in what regards his food, cloathing, lodginj 
&c. Legal proteftion I (hewed he had none, and (hoald h 
ifcgain rearfy to bring indifputable proof of the aflcrtibfi, if i 
feou\d Be denied ; but I would gladly fpare iriyfelf the painful 
]*ecital. 1 willingly pafs over the detail of all thofe circunr- 
ftances of degradation to which they are fubjefted, their being 
Worked in the fields under the whip like cattle, inftead of being 
treated like mforal agents, capable of forecaft and' refleftiAn * 
their being often branded ; theiV being e:fecepted out of the fy ftfeiti 
of decency, and a thoufand othet dtfgraceful and humiiiatrn'g 
particulars. Surely I muft believe, when all thefe things are 
confidered, that the gentlemen of the Weft Indies themfelves 
will eagerly join witii us in endfcavouring to do aWay thefe 
grievances, and put an end to miferres fo complicated ind in- 
' tolerable. I will do them the j\iftit;e to believe thfaf they 
have looked after a remedy, but they have looked ih vain ; 
they have not found it ; nor will they ever find it but in 
the Propofition which I bring forward. I deliver it as my 
decided opinion, the refult of a careful inve(tigati6n of the 
irhoJe of this jgreat fubjedi, that the only prafticable remedy is 
^i?/>fing the further importation of SIa«ocsJYom Africa. 
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What other remedy has been fuggefted ? Colonial regula- 
tions ! Into this fubjeft I went at large when the Qiieftion of 
Abolition was laft before the Houfe, and I could now only 
repeat the arguments I urged on that oCcafion ; the hinge oa 
which it all turned was the inadmiffibility of Negro evidence ; 
the effeSs of this have been frankly avowed by many of our 
opponents themfelves, and are indeed fo obvious as to render 
it fuperfluous to infift on them. What would be the fituation 
of the bulk of the people in this country if Gentlemen . of 
j^.500 per annum were alone admitted as witnefTes ? But the 
cafe in the Weft Indies is much worfe : for where, two or 
three White Men being on a plantation, it might be hoped 
one would come forward againft the other (provided the per« 
petrator of any enormity bad been fo imprudent as to commit 
it in his prefence, inftead of taking , the opportunity of hisy 
being out of the way) he would be kept back by a thoufaQ4 
confiderations of mutual connivance, offimilarity of/ituation, 
of intimate conneflion — ^They are fellow-managers, brother* 
overfeers, whom even the efprit dc corps would prevent fiom 
undertaking fo invidious an office, as that of criminating each 
other. 

But colonial regulations, if futile and inefFe^lual for the pro- 
tection of the Slave, would be abundantly operative in another 
way, if it were attempted to carry them into execution. If 
you were to give them the protection of laws, not nomi* 
nally but really, not the ihadow but the fubftance of Civil 
Rights, you would awake in their minds a confcioufnefs o{ 
freedom which would only turn alike to th«ir ruin and that 
of their mafters. It is in vain to attempt to reconcile im- 
poffibilities, freedom and flavery cannot be made to coalefce : 
inftead of being fatisiied with what they fbould get, they would 
only more feel the want of what fhould be with-held from tkem ; ' 
the privileges which fbould be granted them would only ferre 
to render the galling and ignominious diftinitions under which 
they (hould ftill be kept more irritating an J vexatious; infurrecT 
tions would too foon follow, and the whole be qi\<^ ^^'^w't. ^ 
confufion and flaughtcr. Look to \Jcvt VMiox^ o'v ^-Ai vc&six«.^- 
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tions, and you will find thefe aflertlons confirmed by afti 
experience. Let Gentlemen recolleft the immenfe difpropo 
tion of the Blacks and Whites in our Iflands, and confider 
in conjunftion with the pofitions I have been laying down, ai 
it is impoflible we can differ in the conclufion : but if fuch 
their prefent wretched and degraded ftate, furely there is r 
man who muft not long for that happy moment when they ca 
be refcued from it without danger. What I have faid fugged 
the great caufe which tends to continue them in their ftate c 
degradation, and even almoft to render it neceflary for thei 
own no lefs than for their matter's comfort and fecurity ; thi 
is no other than the conftant influx of flaves from Africa ; ton 
from their homes fpr ever, refenting the wrongs they have fufi 
ferred ; looking on their matters and on all around them not a; 
friends and proteSors, but as enemies and tyrants, they arc 
ever jeady to rife and wreak their vengeance on their enemies, 
This was acknowledged long before I brought forward the 
Queftion of Abolition 5 Mr. Long has argued at great length 
on the danger of importing fuch numbers of Africans, "27,000 
flaves imported in 2 years, and our importations are now ftill 
greater, are alone fuiEcient to account for mutinies, infurrec- 
tion?, &c." and the rebellions in 17S5 and 6 he ftates to have 
been occafipned by the imported natives of the Gold Coaft. 
This i? not only Mr. Long's do£lrine, but that of every reafo- 
liable and obferving man. I met with a curious proof of it the 
other day in a pamphlet lately pabliflied in Carolina, by a plan- 
ter, who was endeavouring, not apparently aftuated by motives 
of juttice and humanity, but of policy, to continue the prohibi- 
tion of African Slaves, which had already fubfifted for fome 
-years ; he urges various arguments, but that qn which he chief-- 
ly infifts is the danger of an infurreftion; he reminds his coun- 
' trymcn of a former rebellion in South Catolina, occafioned by 
the rjfing of the Angola Slaves, thence vulgarly called the 
Gulla war; he points to the ifland of St. Domingo, where 
fays he^ you have a ftriking exemplification of the truth of 
/r>/ poijtion. 
Ancj this jeads me^ Sir^ to fay a fc^i 'WoxA^ ovv ^^ VaNsi 
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unhappy tranfa<Slions in that unfoftunate Ifland ; I fliall no^ 
however, go at lafge into them at prcfent, but muft referve 
to myfelf the right of doing foj if it fliould be rendered neccf- 
fary by any thing urged in the courfe of the debate. 1 felt it 
my duty to iilveftigate the caUfes of the difturbances in quef- 
tion, and I do declare myfelf decidedly convinced, and will 
enter if required into proof of the aflertion, that they did not 
arife from any attempts to abolifli the Slave Trade, or from 
the eiForts of Societies eftablifhed in France for that purpofe. 
The cafe was limply this ; the free people of colour, though 
the privileges of citizens were bellowed on them by law a 
century ago, had never in faft been admitted to the enjoyment 
of them^ but had been treated, though many of them men of 
property and of education, as beings of an inferior order s ^^e • 
animofities had almoft grown to their heightj and had nearly 
broken out into aftual hoftilities before the period of th« 
French Revolution ; what paffed then and fmce, the violence 
with which the white inhabitants of the Illand alTerted their 
cwn rightsj whilft with equal warmth they were denying them 
to iht men of colour, the contradiflory decrees of the Na- 
tional AlTembly, fometimcs granting the delired immunitieSf 
fometimes retracing the grants, and thus trifling with their 
feelings, and working them up into a ra^e too big to be fup* 
{irelTed } agreements in the Ifland made and broken as conve- 
nience fuggefted I What wonder if the ferment occalioned 
by all thefe circumftaniiieSi and the favourable opportunity ^ 
aflfbrded by thefe divilions in which their mafters were occu- 
pied) produced a general riflng of the flaves, who had re- 
belled before inconjunflures lefs fuited to their purpofe ? They 
did rife, and dreadful was the confequence. No man, I am 
fure, deplores more than myfelf thofe cruel and humiliating 
tranfiidlions, and I make this very Motion becaufe I deplore 
them, and would in our own Iflands prevent the repetition. 
Conlider the immenfe difproportion of numbers ; there are 
now in Jamaica near 300,000 flaves, and but about 20,000 
whites of all ages and defcriptions : We are every year im- 
porting into tliat Ifland a grcattt to^tv^^Jcv ^l^vJ«&^ic»a5k'^^vi 

C a "^^ 



Is or whites to be oppofed to diem. Where is this to do 
Do you ferioufly mean to continue this fyftem ? I fhoi 
really have thought the Weft India Gentlemen would thei 
felves have implored us, if we had entertained no fuch defij 
to arreft the further progrefs of this growing and pernicio 
«ialady. Thus, fir, were the safety of the Iflands or. 
in queftion, you could not but agree to my propofition. 

But I muft recur to what I before laid down, that thefe in 
portations do not tend more to produce confulion and diford* 
than to retain the unhappy flaves themfelves in their aflual ftai 
of wretchednefs and degradation. It is this that would eve 
render it uniafe to punifh white men for the ill treatment c 
their flaves, except very rarely and in the moft atrociou 
Inftanees. But furely. Sir, we cannot bear to leave the( 
poor creatures ^us funk below the level of their fpecies ; am 
I am perfuaded the Weft India Gentlemen themfelves woulc 
be glad to afford them relief; diey would be glad, I tfuft, tc 
put them under protection of laws, but this muft be done 
rationally and foberly. After what I have faid, I am not 
afraid of being told I defigh to emancipate the flaves ; I will 
not indeed deny that I wi(h to impart to them the bleflings of 
A-eedom ; who is there that knows their value, but muft 
join with me in this defire ? But the freedom I mean is that 
of which at prefent they, alas ! are not capable. True Liberty 
is the child of Reafon and of Order ; it is indeed a plant of 
cfeleftial growth, but the foil muft be prepared for its recep- 
tion : he that would fee it flourifh, and bring forth its proper 
fruits, muft not think it fufficicnt to let it ftioot as it will in 
tinreftrained liceritioufnefs : 

Luxuriantia compefcet» nimis afpera (kno 
Laevabit culta> virtute carentia toflet. 

Would you then impart to them thefe ineftimable benefits, 
take away that caufe which at prefent obftruSs their introduc- 
tion ; nor would the good efFefts of ftopping the importations 
be conBncd to the flaveS} nor wovdd iVvt &&t] o( xScv^lfiaccvd!^ ovvl^ 
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be thereby promoted, it would tend to the ptanter^s benefit iit 
another view : by the facility of purchafing African flaves he 
is often drawn into frefli expences, he is at length plunged 
into inextricable embarrafsments, and wiflies at length this 
Channel of Supply had been (hut Up from him. This evil alfo 
was infifted on by Mr. Long, the Hiftorian of Jamaica, who 
afhially propofed a temporary prohibition of the importation 
of African flaves with a view to its prevention. I hope it 
will not be deemed invidious that I fo often quote the work 
of this Gentleman, but rather a proof of die refpeA I pay ifo 
its authority, and I appeal to it the more willingly, becaufe it 
was written long before the Abolition of the Slave Trade had 
become the fubjed of public difcuffion. But I frankly ac- 
knowledge that the condderation of the planter's benefit, from 
fiopping the importations, does not intereft me in any degree 
ib much as that to be thence derived by die unhappy flaves. 
Lofing by degrees the painful recollection of their native and 
early conne£):ions, conceiving new attachments to their dwel- 
ling places, to their families, to their mafters, they would 
gradually rife in the (bale of beings ; no longer ready every 
moment to (tart into infurredions, they would ceafe to be the 
continual objects of the planter's jealoufy and fufpicion; it 
would be no longer neceflary for the general (afety to exdn- 
gui(h in them the principle of moral agency ; they would (eel 
more refpedlable in themfelves and be more refpe^ed by others^ 
and by degrees, the har(hnefs of their prefent bondage being 
transformed into the mildnefs of patriarchal fervitude, they 
would become capable of ftiil greater bleffings and more en- 
nobling privileges : and Gendemen will obferve it is the p<cu^ 
liar merit of this Plan, that though its full eiFe£b cannot be 
produced at once, we are all the while tending to their com- 
plete enjoyment, with a uniform and uninterrupted cour(e. 
The flaves will daily grow happier, the Iflands &fer, the 
planters richer ; the whole will be like the progrefs of vegeta- 
tion, the e(Fe£b are not at firft perceptible, but the great 
principle operating in tenthoufand ways, will gradually change 
ihe whole 6ce of things, and tu\)ft\\.\xXfc fet^xv^ '^^\«asxV>sv 
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Ae place of barrennefs artd defolation. Who is there tf 
contemplates this delightful profpeft, but muft long to have 
realized ? It is, I am perfuaded^ our common wiih, our ur 
verfal, our impatient expectation. 

But it Was formerly urged that this was a remedy whic 
however deHrable in itfelf, the Iflands were not as yet in 
ftate to admit. It was contended that they could not ket 
up their numbers without farther importations from Africa 
that were thefe ftt)pped, their gangs Would tontinually h 
^growing weaker and weaker, until at length their eftate 
Ihould be thrown wholly out of cultivation. When tht 
queftion of Abolition was laft before the Houfe^ I went int< 
this fubjed fq much at large, that I need only now advert t< 
what I then urged i if it be thought neceiTary I fhall repeal 
and confirm it. It was then made out by my Right Honour- 
able:;iFriend with his ufual accuracy, and that too from 
documents furniflied by our opponents themfelves, that the 
Iflands were aftually keeping up their Stocks of Slaves. 
His calculations, fo far from being refuted, have not, that I 
know of, even been denied ; and the faft was confirmed 
by the pofitive tcftimony of a Gentleman of great experi- 
ence examined in the Ifland of Jamaica. I {hewed you that it 

, had taken place under every poflibl^ circumftance of iifadvan- 
tage ; that the various evils under which the flaves laboured^ 
and above all the general inattention to the breeding fyftem, 
would have led us to expedl a great decreafe ; but that in fpite 

of them all, great and numerous as they were, an increafe 
having begun to take place, we were warranted in believing 
that the amendment of one or two particulars out of manyy 
would alohei>e fuflScient to render the increafe rapid ; and we 
found that Negro Slaves had actually increafed confiderably 
in various countries, and climates, and fituations, many of 
them extremely ill adapted to their conftitdtidns. I pointed 
out alfo many modes whereby, if it fhould be deemed necef- 
fary, the chafm could be filled up which fome might think 
would be occafioned by immediate abolition : a great fupply 
of hands might be obtained by tuiniuj lulo Xiv^ fiald fome of 
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tfie fuperfluous domeftlcs, with whofe immenfc number every 
Gentleman who knew any thing of the Weft Indies was per- 
feftl^ acquainted. Improvements in machinery were fug-» 
gefted ; the transfer of the lands from fugar to cotton, which 
requiring fewer hands would let loofe a number of labourers 
for other purpofes ; thcfe and other modes were propofed, 
whereby^the quantity of laborious induftry might receive fup- 
plies. But what above all other circumftances Tmuft now 
infift on, IS this : that five years importations have fince 
taken place; had there therefore beien any fmall error in 
the calculations of my Right Honourable Friend, or had I 
ftrained my iubfidiary arguments a little too far, it is impof* 
fible to deny but that this muft now be more than reiftified, 
and that the Iflands are at length in a ftate to fufFer not evei| 
a temporary inconvenience from the admilEon of this falutary 
expedient. If therefore you have any regard for the happineft 
pf the (laves, or for the fafety of the Iflands ; nay if you are 
even dead to thefe powerful incentives^ and were alive only to. 
confiderations of the planters intereft, you could not but con^ 
fent to the me^fure I recommerid to you, of Jiopping the fur^ 
ther importation of African Slatfes. 

And now. Sir, abftaining for a while frofti thofe topics, which 
I confefs are after all the neareft to my heart, I will flight!/ 
touch on what was originally faid to be other difed vantages 
that would follow from the Abolition. I wifli to add up t 
every pofllble item before I proceed to place any thing on the 
oppofite fide of the account, by this mode it will more plainly 
appear how much the balance is in my favour. It was origi- 
nally urged that the African trade was a nurfery for feamen^ 
and that its abolition would therefore be highly injurious 
to its naval ftrength ; this part of the fubje£l was very «arly 
taken up by a Gentleman whofe fervices in the whole of 
this great caufe can never be over- rated (I need hardly fay I 
allude to Mr, Clarkfon) ; he aflerted, as the refult of a long 
and laborious inquiry, that of the failors employed in the 
African trade, between a fifth and a fixth aAviall^ AnrA^ •wA 
fhsLt they feldom brought homt. mwt <!^>t^\v3i^\ ^S. ^w ^^^- 
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ginal crews. Nothing was more vehemently repelled 
ebftinately reflfted than thefe pofitions, till at lenj 
long borne with thefe clamorous contradi£lions, we,j 
laft year for the mqfter rolls, documents prepared 
opponents themfelves, and kept in their pofIeiBoi| 
which cannot therefore be fuppofed to have been £&l[j 
to ferve our pyrpofe i from thefe Mr, Clarkfon's calqjj 
were fully juftified. It appeared that of 12,263 perfiii 
number of the original crews, there had died 2,64^ 
average length of their voyages being twelve m^ 
whilft on the contrary in the Weft India trade, in 
^he length of the voyage was feven months, of 7,64 
number of the original crews, there had died but 
But the Ipfs by deaths was not the whole lofs to the coi 
for befides the broken conftitutions of the furvivors, 
rendered many of them for the reft of their lives incapi 
the duties of their profeiEon, fo many left their fhips ii 
fequence of ill ufage, that they feldom brought home 
than half of the perfons they had taken out. This la 
cumft^nce was attempted to be accounted for, from the 
ral capricioufnefs of failors ; and it was faid that they rar 
in as great number from the Weft India as from the ( 
fliips. The dixcQ: contrary appeared from the muftei 
and this too, though from the different ways of paying 
in the two trades, their forfeiting little or nothing by quitti 
Weft India jnen, but much by quitting the Guinea m( 
reverie might be naturally expeded. I could fay mud 
on this fubje£^, and in particular I could open to yoi 
fcenes of cruelty to thefe unhappy men, as muft ex< 
once the concern and indignation of every man who fc 
that mafs of his fellow citizens to which this nation o 
much of her fafety and of her honour. But I will ; 
from this painful detail, and only repeat what I juf 
obferyed, that in the outfet of this bufinefs nothing was 
obftinately denied than our now no longer controverted 
tions concerning the loTs of feamen. This may ferve t 
fure us crcdif on tl^ofe points wVucVv ^% i^v\\ \tv ^\^^\jj 
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prove that it i^ hot neceflary for 6ur opponents to be corrdd 
in order to be pofitive. 

I wilt but juft touch on the effefts of immediate Abolition 
on our gtneral policy, on our commerce and manufactures, 
and on the profperity of the places whence the Slave Trade 
is chiefly carried on. We have feen from the accounts upon 
your table how fmall a part it conftitutes of the trade of Bri- 
ftd and of Liverpool ; and that it has become lefs profitable 
of late, cannot be d^^nled by thofe Gentlemen who afflbrted 
that the regulations actually introduced would make it a, 
lofing concern. : for though it were faid that in the heat ot 
oppofition they might have pufhed their aflertions a little 
too far, yet it will be hardly allowed them at one moment 
to fpeak of an a<Shial lofs, and at another of a gain fa 
great that it would ruin thofe opulent towns to be deprived 
of it. After the ftatements we have lately heard of the pub- 
lic finances and our immente exportations of British manuU. 
fa£hires, who is there that will infift much on our export*-' 
tions to Africa to the amount of about 400,000!. or who that 
will not admit we might foon eftablifb a commerce with 
that country more beneficial and more innocent, were' we tdi 
put a ftop to this inhuman trafEck in the flefh and blood of 
our fellow creatures ? 

Nor can it even be urged that the immediate Abolition o^ 
the 'Siave Trade would in this view be produftive of con- 
fiderable ppefenfl inconvenience. Cotifider what happens 
both at the commencement and clofe of every war, hov«r 
in the former cafe the exifting channels fcr the conveyance 
of ' our muiufa£lures arc fuddenly^ barriald up* The fyfterri 
•f poKticai ceconomy is- of' ifd complicated a nature, that in 
innuiperable inftance& we find the efFe£t of the evils we had' 
apprehended prevented by means, of which before we had no 
a£Kial afcertainment or didind perception. I remember it is- 
obferved by Mr. Adam Smithy in his incomparable Treatife on 
the Wealth of Nations, that at the conclufion of every war 
more than lOOjOOO foldiers^and failor^ attAl otvc^ &SOcsax'^^\ 

• • • 

and wake no alteration in the yj^^ts ^ \SSwvw^ ^^ v^ "^ccs.^ 
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Other particular which the fudden influx might be expefleij^ 
aiFeft. 

As to another branch of national policy, that I mc 
which concerns the extenfion of our cultivation in the W« 
India Illands, I will fay nothing at prefent. From our c^ 
dence it abundantly appears, that the opening of new plant 
tions with imported Africans is a fyftem the moft ruinous 
the individuals concerned ; and the intelligent reafonings 
Mr. Irvine muft have convinced the Houfe that if this exta 
fion of cultivation be confidered only in a national view, it 
by no^means to be defired by any real well-wiflicr to the fecui 
and abiding profperity of this country. Thus, Sir, it appea 
that, leaving Africa wholly out of the queftion, Juftice an 
Humanity would didlate to us the Abolition of the Slai 
Trade in the ftrongeft terms, as the only fure expedient ft 
bringing the flaves into that ftate of comfort wherein it mui 
be our common wifli to fee them placed ; and that this mea 
fure is enforced on us by the principles of found policy, am 
a regard to the political interefts of the Britifli empire. 

But, Sir, though I have fuffered myfelf to dwell fo long <h 
thefe coniiderationSy I now proceed to that part of the fubje£ 
which indeed moft interefts my heart. Look to the Con* 
TiNENT OF Africa, and there you will behold fuch afceni 
•of horrors ias no tongue can exprefs, no imagination can re- 
prefent to itfelf. The effects of this inhuman commerce are 
indeed fuch that we lend our aflent to> them reluflantly : yel 
they are proved fo clearly, that it is not poffible for any man 
to doubt of their Reality; and were pofitive teftimony de- 
feftive, the reafon of. the thing would have rendered it aU 
together unneceffary. How can it but follow, from our go- 
ing to that country, and ofFering our commodities to the petty 
Chieftains for the bodies of their fubjefts, but that they will 
not be very nice in the means they take to procure the ar- 
ticles, by the fale of which they are to fupply themfelves with 
the gratifications of appetites we have diligently and but too 
fuccefsfully taught them to indulge* 

One mode the^j take is that o? c<;^mm\\jj\»^ it^i^^^^^^ 
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tipon each other's territories ; and the very nature and cha- 
rader of wars in Africa is /uch as might have been expeft- 
'^d from the great motive from which they originate: they 
are a fort of predatory expeditions, of which the chief ob- 
jeft is the acquifition of Slaves 5 — not but that, as it is natural 
to imagine, thefe' often prove- the occafion of more general 
and continual hoftilities, inafmuch as they greatly add to the 
caufes of diffention between neighbouring communities.— 
When on a former occafion I urged fomewhat to this efFe<9:, 
I reniember the direS contrary was afferted, and in dire6t 
defiance of reafon and common fenfe it was faid, that wars 
•had never been caufed by the Slave Trade. I repeated my 
reafoning, and urged that it was not to be expeded that I 
could be able to adduce fpecific inftances in a country where 
letters were unknown, and the very exiftence, as well as the 
caufes, of paft events, muft in general be foon forgotten.-— 
Again, I was challenged to produce a fingle inftance : the 
ilatural barbarity of thefe people was defcanted on as being 
alone fufficient to render Africa a fcene of general carnage, 
and in particular the cruelties of a certam King of Dahomey 
were enlarged on, and the dreadful flaughter which attended 
ins invafion of a neighbouring kingdom. To fay nothing of 
the unfairnefs of extending to the whole of that vaft diftriil 
from which we colled flaves, what at the utm'oft was only 
proved of a Angle kingdom, I m\x^ own I was a little (haken^ 
in hiy belief of the reprefcntations of the ftate of this very 
kingdom itfelf, when I heard it faid by another Gentleman, 
(who though not favourable to the caufe to which I wifhed 
well, gave his evidence with a franknefs and fairnefs which 
did him great honour, I mean Mr. Devaynes,) that the 
Dahomans were a very happy people. But how was J 
aftoniflied, how did I admire the A^-ange coincidence, when 
I found in this very king of Dahomey, the very fpecific 
inftance that had been reqmred of me; and that thefe very 
cruelties of his, in the conquefl: of Whydah, on which fuch 
ftrefs was laid, were committed by him in a war undertaken 
with the view of punifhing the adjacent nation Cot K^mvw^ 
Aplcn, aw^y fome of his fubjefts^ iot iJftfc ^vw^^Sa o^ ^€^vwi» 
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them for Slaves* This curious anecdote was brought tqj 
notice by a noble friend * of mine, to whofe frienJfliip' 
this, as on many other occafions, I -am greatly indebted : 
his valuable compilation you will read the tranfacStion at laf) 
and the refleftibn is very remarkable which the concki<9: 
the king of Dahomey, in this inftance, extorted from 
hiftorian, who though himfelf concerned in the olave Fr* 
jeems not to have loft all fenfe of its enormity. '' IE 
king's adions carry great ref^utation^ tor by the deftru6tion 
this Trade, he relinquiflied his own private intee fs f r f 
&ke of publick juftice and humanity; and I have a n^tbi 
propenfity to wifh the king of Dahomey well, fince he h 
redeemed his countrymen from be ng fold as Slaves.'' 

But, Sir, the exciting of war^ between nei ^hbou ing Stat 
is almoft the lighteft rf the evils Africa is doomed to luffi 
from the Slave Trade: it is indeed one )f the greateft cak 
mities to which we are liable in this more higilv favourc 
quarter of the world, but it is a Luxury in Africa. Sti 
more intolerable are thofe afts of outrage which wc are con 
tinually ftimulating the Kings to commit on their own fub 
jefts ; thefe are (iill lefs to be guarded againft, and the cruelt 
of them is aggravated by the conftderation that they are com 
mitted by thoie who, inftead of the defpoilers and ravagcn 
ought to have been the Guardians and Protediors of thci 
people. A Chieftain is in want of Europtan commodrties 
and being too weak or too timid to attack hi<; neighbours, hi 
fends a party of foldiers by night to one of his own defence, 
lefs villages ; they fet fire to it, they feize the miferable inha- 
bitants as they are efcaping from, the flames, and hurry witi 
ihcnj to the fhips of the Chriftian Traders, who, hovcrinj 
like vultures over thefe fcenes of carnage, are ever ready fa 
their prey. Innumerable are the iniiances of thih kind to h 
met wiib in the qrurfe of the evidence. Captain Wilfon, i 
gentleman of unqueftionable yeracity and honor, faw armei 
parties going out to fcour the country for many fuccei&vi 

f Lord MuQcailer. 

\ 



^eveivngs. You have in the Evidence more detailed ftories 
of this kind, which cannot but afFeft the hardeft heart. Wc 
are told perpetually of villages half confuiped, and bearing 
every mark of recent deftruftion y and more than one of our 
witneffes has been himfelf engaged in one of thefe very night 
jExpcdi'ions above defcribed. Nor do we learn thcfe tranfaf^ions 
only from our own witnefles, but they are .proved by the tef* 
timony of Slave FaSors themfelves, whofe works were written 
and publifhed long before the prefent inquiry. But it is not 
only by the Chief ains that thefe diforders are committed^ 
(though even from their attacks poverty itfelf is no fecurity) 
pvery one's hand is againft his neighbour : whitherfoevcr a 
man goes, be it to the watering place, or to the field, or 
yi^herever elfe it may be, he is no where iafe ; he never can 
quit his houfe without fear of being carried off by fraud or 
force ; and he dreads to come home again, left!, on his return^ 
he (hould find his hut a heap of ruins, and his familv torn 
kway into perpetual exile, Diftruft and terror every where 
prevail, and the whole country is one continued (bene 6f 
anarchy and defolation. 

But there is more yet behind ! It might naturally have been 
imagined that no means of procuring Slaves would be left 
pnreforted to; and accordingly the inventive genius of man, 
ftrained to the very utmoft in this purfuit, has made the 
adminiflration pf juftice rtfelf a fertile fource of fupply to this 
inhuman traffick. Every crime is puniftied by Slavery, and 
ifelfe accufations are perpetually brought in order to obtain the 
price for which the party convifled is to be fold ; fometimes 
the judges have a cbnfiderable part of this very price, and 
univerfally fees on every trial. But it is needlefs to infift on 
the afts of injuftice which muft hence arife : if with all that 
we have done by fecuring tiie independence of judges, by the 
inftitution of juries, and by all pur other legal machinery, 
wc have rtot done too much to fecure the equitable ad/nin'-v 
ftration of law in this civilized country, what muft be the 
, confequence in Africa', where every man is ftimulatevl to bring 
an action againft his neighbour by the hope of obu^.cvvvv^^-?>x^ 
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of the price for which he will fell, and where he knows tl 
Judge, who is to prefide, has himfelf an intereft in the cor 
viftion. In corroboration of thefe reafonings, we have agai 
the teftimony of the Hiftorians of Africa j and we may trac 
the laws, which were originally mild, gradually growin 
more and more fevere, in proportion to the predominance c 
the Slave Trade. Mr. Moore^ an author of credit, an^ 
himfelf feven years Fadlor to the African Company, fays 
*' Since this Trade has been ufed, all puniflimenti are changes 
" into Slavery j there being an advantage in fuch condemna- 
*' tion, they ftrain the crimes very hard, in order to get tin 
*' benefit of felling the criminal. Not only murder, theft, am 
" adultery are punifhed by felling the criminal for a Slave, bui 
« every trifling crime is puniihed in the fame manner.*' This, 
and many other inftances of a fimilar fort, will be found in 
the compilation already referred to. 

Nor do we leave it to the Natives of this devoted country 
to commit merely on ea^h other thefe a£ts of depredation f 
Ma^y are the afts of violence perpetrated immediately by the 
Europeans themfelves. Many, many are the inftances of this 
kind recorded in the courfe of our voluminous Evidende ; and 
if there had been any doubt of the exiftence of fuch prafticcs, 
they have been confirmed paft a doubt by fome late tranfaftions 
which, much as I wifh to avoid detail, I feel it my duty 
briefly to relate to the Committee ; the rather becaufe they, 
are mafter-pieces in their kind, and furnifh a complete fpeci- 
men of the various enormities that attend this detefted 
fyftem. 

Some Gentlemen will perhaps recolleft, that in the year 
1789, 1 ftated to the Houfe a curious incident that had palfed 
in the neighbourhood of the River CamerooBS, whence the 
Matter of a Liverpool ihip, of the name of Bibby, fraudu- 
lently carried off thirty-two relations of one of the Chiefs of 
the country, who had been put on board as pledges for goods. 
The enormity of the proceeding excited the utmoft indigna- 
tion in the Governor of one of our Weft India Iflands, who 
complained of the outrage in the ftrongeft terms, and fpokc 
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in the language of a man who exprefled hlmfelf the more 
vehemently from having long fmothered his indignation. 
Scarce had this fcene paiTed at the Cameroons, when another. 
fuc<ieeded of a nature ftill more (hocking. Early in the year 
1790, the Captain of an Englifh (hip, which had long been 
lying in that River, having already difpatched one cargo of 
Slaves, by an attendant vefiel, to the Weft Indies, happening 
one day to (end two or three men to get water, a Black Slavey 
who was along with them, was feized by a native Trader on 
the ground of the (hip's owing him goods to the value of a 
Slave or two. It cannot be expeSed that the Captains of 
Slave Ships will be men of peculiar mildnefs in refenting 
injuries : the revenge however of the. Captain in this inftance 
was really an effort of genius, and muft appear (bmewhat 
lingular to Gentlemen lefs acquainted than myfelf with the 
habits of the Slave Trade. In the evening he called all.the 
healthy part of his crew on deck, and ordered them to ftrip 
and blacken their bodies all over, putting a piece of cloth 
round their loins, that they might appear like the natives of 
the country. They (hewed fome backwardnefs j but being 
threatened to be (hot through the head if they refufed, they 
relu(Sbmtly complied. Thus accoutred, and being armed with 
mufquets and cutlafl*es, the Captain himfelf, blackened like 
the reft, and breathing implacable revenge, led them forth, 
about midnight, to the execution of his purpofe. They foon 
reached the dwelling of the unfortunate Trader : tljey fired 
upon his wretched family ; three of his children were killed 
oathe fpot; the man and his wife were defperately wounded;, 
the former died as they were dragging him down to the boat, 
the latter half an hour after (he was on board the (hip. — 
The ftate of fociety in Africa is fuch as to produce univerfal 
watchfulnefs ; the Trader had no fooner heard the noife of a 
party of men at his door, than he beat his drum : this, with 
the report of the mufquets, alarmed the neighbourhood, and 
it was with diiliculty the Captain and his party efcaped to the 
Ihip, feveral of them being feverely wounded, and one after- 
wards dving of the injury he had t^cd^^% 
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I do not know that there is any one part of this who! 
imnfafHon more curious than what I am next to relate, c 
that tends to prove more indifputably that fuch fcenes a 
I have been defcribing are CMifidercd as common ordinar 
tranfa&ions* The Captain does not feem to have expe£l> 
cd reprifals; his trade appears to have fuffcred no inter, 
ruption, and he continued there for feveral weeks after ii 
a ftate of quiet and compo{ure. But, Sir^ Africans an 
men, and they have the fc( lings of men. All this whik 
the* fire was not extin£i, it onl^y (lumbeFed, and was foon 
to break forth. In this part of the ftbry atfo there is 
much well worthy of notice. Several weeks afterwards, one 
oF-the Chieftains came on board to pay a friendly vifit, and 
borrow fomc cutlaOes and mufquets, alleging the natural 
pretext, that he was going up into the country to make war, 
in order to get Slaves, and that the Captain fliould have 
half of the booty. The requeft was fo reafonable, that it 
could not be refufed j any lurking fufpicion that might have 
been entertained of his vifit's being hoftiie was done away, 
and he was readily furnilhcd with what he required : indeed it 
would have argued the Captain's^ being v6ry inattentive to the' 
intereft of his employers if he had failed to comply with fo " 
reafonable, fo cuftomary a requifition. Now, Sir, I dare fay, 
whatever credit Gentlemen may be difpofed: to give me foj. 
the ground -work of the ftory, they conceive thefe at leaft are 
merely my own comments ! But aftonifiiing ^s it may feem, ' 
this is almoft in terms the Captain's own kctount. So dead 
and callous does this trade render thofe who are engaged in 
it to every fentiment of perfonal danger and perfonal charafter ; 
they have fo forgotten the impreffions fuch tranfafllons muft 
once have produced in themfelves j and are fo loft to the fenfe 
of the feelings they muft ftill excite in others, that the Captain 
himfelf, in a Proteft he afterwards drew up on account of the 
lofs of the (hip, ftated, that the Chieftain came on board 
under pretence of borrowing fome arms, as he was going up 
into the country to trade, and that he furnilhed him with 
mufquets and cutlaffcs, having ofUn Unt bim arms bejorc. 



( as ) 

He feems hot to apprehend it poflible that any other blame 
fcOuld attach on him than that of an improvident expenditure 
of ftores, and with all the folicitude of a man intent to pre- 
serve his commercial charafter unimpeached, he is only anxious 
to exculpate himfelf from this imputation. Is it poflible for 
any, thing to furnifli a more ftriking exemplification of the 
principles and nature and mode of conducing the Slave 
Trade ! The Chieftain and his party perceiving the general 
ftate of things favourable to their defign, '(all the healthy part 
of the crew being abfent on fliore) and having thus put the 
Captain ofF his guard, fuddenly feized himj and threw him 
overboard, haled him into their canoe, and hurried him to 
land 5 where a party of the Natives, who had been lying in 
ambufli for the purpofe, immediately furprifed that part of the 
crew before fpoken of. You doubtlefs expeft to be told that 
they were all forthwith murdered by thefe favage Africans : 
No fuch thing ; they only defired the Captain to give them 
an order for goods on the vcflel, with which he was obliged 
to comply. Now then at leaft you are prepared to hear that 
they proceeded to fatiate their revenge ; and if this, might feeni 
fomething like bad faith^ confidering the ranfom had been 
paid, the Captain himfelf had fet them the example: for on 
the night before he had fallied forth in the execution of his 
bloody enterprife he had drawn the black Chieftain on board 
by a friendly invitation, and had detained him as a pledge for 
his own fafety. But, Sir, thefe barbarians are not yet fo 
improved as ourfelves in cruelty and treachery : they fet the 
Captain and his men free without injury, and fent them back 
to tell the world how much they come behind us in fraud, and 
outdo us in humanity and honour. 

There is nothing more ftriking to my own mind, (I do hot 
know if it may produce the fame impreflion on the Commit- 
tee J than the way in which this tranfaftion came out. It was 
indeed on a trial in a Britifh Court of Juftice ! But was it a 
trial for piracy or murder ?-^ No, Sir: on a mere civil fuit, 
inftitutcd for wages on the part of fome of the poor feamen, 

E who^ 
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the reft to be obliged to fay, that I fear thefe matters are il 
altogether unknown at Briftol ; and yet I hear thefe vl( 
Captains are furni(hed with frefli births, as if they had ra3 
their eftimation by this inftance of their activity. Yes, S 
at this very moment, whilft we are fitting here, and talldS 
of Abolition, in contempt of pur debates, in defiance*-' 
our inquiries, nay, as if they thought hereby to recommcl 
themfclves to the fan<Stion and countenance of a Britifli HoJ| 
pf Gommons.— — -Excufe my warmth ;— it is impoflible I 
any one, who has the feelings of man, not to lofe his tempi 
in fpeaking of fuch proceedings. The Houfe being here di 
jnorous for the names, Mr. W. ftated them : The ThomS 
<jf Briftol, Capt. Phillips; Wafp, of ditto, Capt. HutchenfoB 
Recovery, of ditto, Capt. % Kimber ; the Martha, of Livd 
pool, Captain Houftort j the Betfey, of ditto, Capt, Doyfir 
the Amachree, of ditto, Capt. , I am not quite cef 

fain of the name, but I believe Captain Lee. 

I think, Sir, I have already laid enough to the chargd 
this detefted traffic; yet believe me if I were fo difpofed 
I could add much more of a fimilar nnture ; but I will pa( 
it over, juft only fuggefting one new topic on which I migh 
enlarge, that I mean, of our ftaining the Commercial HonotI 
of Great Fritain, by defcending to every petty fraud in ou 
dealings with the Natives, 

But not to take up any more of your time on this par 
pf the fubjeft, I muft pafs on to another, which original! 
ftruck my mind as being more horrid than all the refl 
and which I think ftill retaifls its fuperiority ; I mean th 
fituation of the Slayes on board a fhip, or what is common 
ly called the Middle Paflage. I will fpare the Committe< 
however, the detail of all thofe perfe<9:ions in cruelty whic 
it exhibits \ but t^yo or three inftances I muft mention, be 
caufe they are of a tecent date, iand ftill more becaufe the 
ivill tend to convince thofe who are inclined rather to regulat 
than abolifti the Slave Trade, that fo Jong as it is fufFered t 
exift, the evils of the Middle PaiF^ge muft exift alfo, thoug 
Jn re/pe^t of them more than any oiivw c\2LtH t^^\3\a\xoxvm\'^ 
' '• "- ■ ■ \^ 
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Jiavc been deemed efFcftual. We were told, I remembei*^ 
jii an early ftag^ of our inquiry, that formerly indeed the 
Negroes were but ill accommodated during their conveyance, 
^nd perhaps there was now and then a confiderable mortalityi 
but fuch had been the improvements of late years, that they 
were now quite comfortable and happy. Yet it was no longer 
ago than in the year 1788, that Mr. Ifaac Wilfon, whofe in- 
telligent and candid manner of giving his evidence, could not 
but imprefs the Committee with a high opinion of him, was 
doomed to witnefs fcenes as deeply diftrefling as almoft ever 
occurred in the annals of the Slave Trade. I will not con- 
demn the Committee to liften to the particuLirs of his dread- 
ful tale, but for the prefcnt will content myfelf with pointing 
your attention to the mortality. His (hip was a veffel of 373 
tons, and fhe had on board 602 Slaves, a number greater 
than we at prefent allow, but rather fefs I think, than what 
was aflerted by the Slave Merchants to be neceflary in order 
to carry on their trade to any tolerable profit. Out of thefe 
602 fhe loft 155. I will mention the mortality alfo of three 
or four more veflels which were in company with her, and 
belonged to the fame owner. One of them bought 450, 
and buried 2C0 ; another bought 466, and buried 73 ; ano- 
ther bought 546, and buried 158; befides 155 from his 
own fliip, his number being 602 *, and from the whole four 
after the landing of their Cargoes there died 220. He fell 
in with another veffel which loft 362, the number (he had 
bought -was not fpecified : to thefe adual deaths during and 
immediately after the voyage, add the fubfequent lofs in what 
is called the feafoning, and confider that this lofs would be 
greater than ordinary in Cargoes landed in fo fickly a ftatr. 
Why, Sir, were fuch a mortality general, it would in a few 
months depopulate the earth. We afked the Surgeon the 
caufcs of thefj exceilive lofTes, particularly on board his own 
(hip, where he had it in his power to afcertain them; the fub- 
flance of his reply was this : — rthat moft of the Slaves ap- 
peared to labour under a fixed dejedlion and vcvd^r^si'wj^^ 
interrupted now a/)d then by \anvcut?iuot\s ?iTv^ ^-jlxt&vn^ tow;^^ 
(TxpreSivc of their ppnccrn for tVve \o& oi liCkKvt x^'?^'^^^'^ 
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and friet^ds, and native country. So powerfully did this ope 
rate, that many attempted various ways of deftroying them 
felves ; fome endeavoured to drown themfelves, and thre 
a3ually efTef^ed ft ; others obftinately refufed tp take fufte 
nance, and when the whip and other compulfive means vver 
ufed to compel them to eat, they looked up in the face of tb 
ofEcer who unwilh'ngly executed this painful tafk, and faid ii 
their own language ** prefently we Ihall be no more.'* Theii 
fiate of mind produced a general languor and debility, whicl 
were increafed in many inftances by an unconquerable abfli- 
nence from food, arifing partly from ficknefs, partly, to ufc 
the language of Slave Captains, from *' fulkinefs/* Theft 
caufes naturally produced the flux, the contagion fpread, num- 
bers were daily carried off, and the diforder aided by fo many 
powerful auxiliaries refifted aJl the force of medicine. And 
it is worth while to remark, that thefe grievous fufferings ap- 
pear to have been in no degree owing either to want of care 
on the part of the owner, or to any negligence or harfhnefs of 
the Captain. When Mr.^ Wilfon was queftioned if the fliip 
was well fitted ; as well, fays he, as mofl veffels are, and the 
Crew and Slaves as well treated as in mofl fhipsj and he 
afterwards fpeaks of his Captain in ilill flronger terms, as 
being a man of tendernefs and humanity. The fliip in which 
Mr. Claxton the Surgeon failed, fince the Regulating Aft, 
afforded a repetition of all the fame horrid circumftances I 
have before alluded to. Suicide, in various ways, was at- 
tempted and effefted, and the fame barbarous expedients were 
reforted to, in order to compel them to continue an exiflence 
too painful to be endured : the mortality alfo was as great. 
And yet here alfo it appears to have been in no degree the fault 
of the Captain, who is reprefented as having felt for the 
Slaves in their wretched fituation. If fuch was the flate of 
things under Captains who had flill the feelings of their nature, 
what mufl it be under thofe of a contrary defcription ? It 
would be a curious (peculation to confider what would be the 
conduS towards his Cargo of fuch a man as one of the fix I 
Jatelyfpokeofi it would be curious to tx^ic^ {\ie\\ 2Ltv otve la 
idea through all the opporiuniti^s tiv^ Mi^iV'^ Y2ii^'5,^ >nw>;3\\ 
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afford him of difplayln'g the predominant features of hi* 
charafter. Unhappily, Sir, it is not left for us here to form 
our own conjedlures ! Of the conduft of one of them at 
leaft, I have heard incidents which furpafs all my imagination 
could have conceived. One of them I would relate, if it 
were not almofl too (hocking for description ; and yet I feel 
it my duty, in the fituation in which I ftand, not to fuffcr 
myfelf to pay too much attention to what has been well 
called fqueamifhnefs on the part of the Committee. If it be too 
bad for me to recite, or for you to hear, it was not thought 
too bad for one of thofe poor creatures to fuffer, of whom I 
have this night, the honour to be the Advocate. There was 
a poor girl on board, about fifteen years of age, who had 
unfortunately contraded a diforder, which produced effedis 
that rendered her a peculiar objeft of commiferation. In this 
fituation the poor girl being quite naked, bent down in a 
{looping pofture, wifhing out of modefty to conceal her infir- 
mity, the Captain ordered her to walk upright, and when flie 
could not, or would not obey, he hoifted her up, naked as (he 
was, by the wrifts, with her feet a little diftance from the 
deck J and whilft (he there hung, a fpeflacle to the whole 
crew, he flogged her with a whip with his own hands. He 
then hung her up in a fimilar way by both legs, and laftly by 
one leg; till at length having thus exhaufted the efForts of bis 
favage invention, he releafed her from her torments. The 
poor girl never took heart again ; what with the pain, and 
what with the (hame (he fulFered, (he fell into convulfions, 
and died within three days. The perfon who related this faft 
. to me is a profeffional man, who is ready to declare it upon his 
oath. He has related to me other afts of barbarity, nearly 
as atrocious ; and you will be little furprifed to hear, that the 
cruelties of this wretch were not confined to Slaves only, but 
that the Sailors came in for their (hare. Mr. Wilberforce • 
being called upon for the name of the Captain, faid, Captain 
Ktmber is the man who performed thefe feats, the Com- 
mander of one of the fix (hips in the affair of Calabar.— 
Think only that thefe things paired but a few months ago, 
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am! her? tooj as I have before h^i occaCon to remark, y< 
will obferve that this was at the very tpoipent qf our inqui 
and difcuflion ; artd yet even then they could not< though b 
for a fliort interval, fufpend their work of cruelty^ but pu: 
ftird it more daringly ^nd defperately than ever. And fo wi 
it ever be whilft you, employ fuch Agents as the Slave Trac 
either finds or makoni^jrau will in vain endeavour to pre 
vent the cfFe<9:s of th6{e*firrocious difpofitjons which this favag 
Ir^ck too commonly creates; till your regulations ca 
cownterad the force of habit, and change the nature of th 
human mind, they will here be of no avail. 

Nor, as you muft have already colleSed, can they have all tha 
effect which has fometimes been fuppofed even in preventing thi 
mortality. I do not, indeed, deny that the Regulating Ad ha: 
leflened this, but not in the degree in whicn it is generally ima- 
gined ; and even in the laft year I know the deaths on (hipboarc 
will be found to have been between lO and i per cent, on the 
whole number that was exported. — ^In truth, you cannot reach 
the caufe of this mortality by all your Regulations.— Until 
you can cure a broken heart, until you can legiflate for the 
affeftions, and bind by your ftatutes the paflions and feelings 
of the mind, you will in vain fit here devifing rules and orders : 
your labour will be but in vain : you cannot make thefe 
poor creatures live againft their will : in fpite of all you can 
do they will elude your Regulations ; they will mock your 
Ordinances ; and triumph, as they have done, in efcaping out 
of your hands. 

O, Sir ! are not thefe things , too bad to be any longer 
endured ? I cannot but penuade myfelf that whatever dif- 
ference of opinion there may have been, we fhall this night 
be at length unanimous. I cannot believe that a Britifh 
Houfe of Commons will give its fanftion to the continuance, 
of this infernal trafEck. We were for a while ignorant of 
its real nature, but it has now been completely developed, and 
laid open to your view in all its horrors. Never was tkere 
indeed a fyftem fo big with wickednefs ^d cruelty : to what- 
ever part of it you direil your view, whethjer to Africa, the 

Middle 
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Middle Paflagei or the Weft Indies, tKc eye fiiids no comfort, 
no fatisfeftion, no relief. It is the gracious ordination of 
Providence, both in the natural ilid moral world, thiat good 
ihould often arile out of eVil : hurricanes clear the air, and 
the propagation of truth i^ promoted by perfecution : pride, 
vanity, profufion, in their remoter confeqiiences contribute 
often to the happin^fs of mankind ; in common too What is 
in itfclf fevil ahd vicious, lis permitted to carry alo|1g with it 
fome circurtlftances of palliation ; even thofe defcriptions of 
toen that may' feeih moft iloxious have often fome virtues 
belonging to their ordei* 5 the Atib is hofpitable, the robber 
is brave ; we do not necefiarily find cruelty aflbciated with 
fhiud, or meannefs with ihjuftice; But here the cafe is far 
iptherwife J it is the prerogative of this detefted traffick to 
fbparate from evil its concomitant good, and reconcile difcordant 
mifchiefs j it robs war^^of its getotrofity, it deprives peace of 
its fecurity; you have the vices of polifhed fociety without 
its knowledge o^ its comforts'; and th^ evils of barbarifm with« 
out its fimplicityi Nor are its ravages reftrifted as thofe of 
other evils to certain limits either of extent or continu ance ; 
in the latter it is conftant and unintermitted, in the former it 
is imiverfal and indifcriminate. No age, no fex, no rankj 
Ao condition, is exempt from the fatal influence of this wide- 
wafting calamity ! Thus it attains to the fulleft meafure of 
pure, unmixed, unfophifticated wicked nefs, and fcorning all 
competition or comparifonj it ftands without a rival in the 
ibcure, undifputed pofleffion of its deteftable pre-eminence. 

Such b^ing the trufc charafter of that abhorred fyftem 
Ivhich I this night call upon you to abolifh, it would I think 
be matter of inexpreffible aftonilhment to any one, who be- 
ing new to the difcuflioii of this fubjeft, fliould be told for the 
fiift time, that it had been fometimes attempted to be de- 
fended on the ground of humanity and benevolence. I do 
not know that it is nccefliry to urge any thing in reply to 
this ftrangc argument, and I doubt whether any man 
poflefled of ^all the powers of eloquence could make its ab- 
furdity appear more ftrongly tbau b^ t\m^\^ %.•axvc^^\^^ 'wx^ 
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leaving it to itfelf. To honour it however with fomewh 
more particular attention than it^deferves; it has been (a 
the Slaves we take are captives and convifts, who, if we wc 
'not to carry them away, would all be butchered, and many < 
them facrificed at the funerals of people of rank, according \ 
the favage cuftom of Africa. Now, here, I beg it may I 
obferved In the firft place, that this argument applies only t 
the cafe of thofe Slaves who are prifoners of war and con 
vi(fls, and what I have already faid muft have convinced th 
Committee, How much of our fupply is derived from othe 
iburces. And were it even true that you faved all of theC 
two defcriptions of people from certain death, thefe advocates 
for humanity would not have much on which to congratulate 
themfelves, would they but eftimate the total wafte of the 
fpecies which refulted from this exercife of their philanthropy, 
fiut this plea, miferable as it would be if it were true, is al- 
together &lfe and groundlefs. I could prove it fo by a thou- 
fand quotations if I were not afraid of trefpafling on the pa* 
tience of the Committee ; you have but to glance on the 
Evidence, and find it acknowledged by our opponents them- 
felves, that the cuftom of ranfoming prifoners of war prevails 
in Africa ; and as for what has been faid of human facrifices, 
I do not deny that there have been fome inftances of thefe, 
but they have been by no means proved more numerous or 
•frequent than amongft other barbarous nations, and where 
they exift, bfeing ads of religion in order to quiet the Manes 
of the deceafed Chieftain, they would probably not be waved 
for the fake of a little commercial advantage! In the very 
f nftance of the King of Dahommey, which has been fo much 
infifted on, one of the moft intelligent and ftrenuous of the 
witnefles againft the Abolition, declared he believed that if the 
convifts ftiould fall (hort for thefe facrifices, the requifite 
number would be fupplied by innocent people who would be 
feized fot that purpofe : fo that admitting even the truth of 
your own aflcrtion, you bring away fuch as have defcrved t« • 

fufFer, in order to leave the innocent to be facrificed in their 
fltad. 
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But If not facrificed, the flaves, if we were to refufe to 
buy them, would be deftroyed. — To this aflertion alfo we can 
oppofe not only the reafoh of the thing, but abundant, com- 
plete, Indifputable teftimony : in fail nothing can be mohc 
ridiculous than the grounds on which it has been a/Terted 
that the refufed Slaves are deftroyed or facrificed, I will me^-. 
tion to the Committee a fingle inftance or two as a fpecimen 
of the reft j it is to be found in the evidence of Capt. Frazer. 
I was curiods to difcover how a perfon declared to be in ge- 
neral a man of an amiable temper, could reconcile it to his 
principles and feelings to carry on the Slave Trade : The 
fohition was furniflied me when I found that he had im- 
bibed this notion of the unhappy fate of the refufed Slaves. . 
Goniidering that he himfelf told us of other modes wherein 
diey were difpofed of in various places, I thought him a little 
unreafonable in this opinion: however, he frankly gave tis 
the grounds of it : I muft beg the Committee to hear them 
in his own word$ :— «^^ I had a Cabenda boy with me as a 
^^ linguift, who informed me, one evening, that a Slave, whom 
^ I would not purchafe, was put to death in the following 
" manner :— the ovnier of this Slave who came from the in- 
^ land country, as I was informed, called the trdders and 
^ iifhermen together under a large tree. He told them that 
^* the Slave whom the White Man would not buy, had run , 
^ away from him feveral times in his own country. He ac- 
^ cufed him of dilhonefty. He declared that by the cuftoni 
«* of that country, every man that met a runavvray Slave was 
** obliged to bring him back to his matter, for which the 
•* mafter was obliged to pay him. He feid that this Slave run 
** away three times from him : that he paid more for bring- 
<* ing him back than he vras worth : that he derived no be- 
** nefit from his labour : that he had offered him to a White 
« Man, who refufed to purchafe him at the price he afked ; 
^* that he was determined to put him to death to prevent the? 
w ncccffity of paying any more for bringing him backj aad 
f' as s^ example to the reft of his Slaves.'* 

? 4/ v.^ 
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^ Hp then recites the particulars of the iijode wherein 
owner proceeded to the execution of his purpofe. But < 
any thing be more unfair than to urge thij as a proof t 
jrefufed §iaves in general are put to death. It feems aim 
as if the owner of thi^ boy had been on his guard to prevc 
the poflibility of fuch a conftru&ion : he does not zSt like 
man who thinks be may take away the life of his Slave on t 
merp impulfe of his own caprice, but he Is folicitous not 
fubjeftliimfelf to fuch an jmputation; he i^ anxious to ju 
tify h\mfelf ^to the furrounding natives, who might other wi 
refent his conducSl ; he accordingly convenes them for th; 
purppfe, and explains at large the grounds of his proceed 
ing. Another inftance is mentioned by Captain Frazei 
wherein a fucking child was about to be put to deaths if h 
bad not humanely refcued it by the offer of a jug of brandy 
But he has himfelf furniflied you with an explanation of thi; 
incident j and on reading a little fertlier you find that it wai 
the child of a woman who had been purchafed the fame da) 
ty another, Captain, Captain Frazer carried the child on 
board and reftored it to its mother, who went on her kmeoa 
and kiffed his feet. 

But leaving this topick of the maffacre of refufed Slaves, it 
is added by the fame votaries of humanity, that the genera] 
ftate of things in Africals fuch, that the Slave Trade cannot 
fender it worfe ; that it is kindnefs to the • Inhabitants of thaf 
country to take them x)ut of it. In fhort, that inftead of be- 
ing the worft enemies as I have ftated, we have been inhSk 
the benefeftors of the Africans. This is a part^ of the fiib* 
jeft on which very miftaken notions have prevailed, and I 
teg leave to read certain extradls I have made with relation to 
it J they are many of them feleSed from the publication, of 
my noble friend before referred to. 

from thefe it will appear that the ftate of things in Africa 

is by no means fo barbarous as has been reprefented, and that 

the fituation of thofe who are in the condition of Slavey 

themfelves, is in no degree a ftate of hardfhip and degrada-^ 

tion* 'f Axim^ fays Bofnwij i« Qu\\.w^tx<i» md abounds 
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^th numerous large and beautiful villages j its inhabitants 
^re induftrioufly enaployed in trade, filbing, or agriculture ; 
they export rice to all the Gold Coaft" — " there is a great 
number of fine populous villages on the River Ancobar"---. 
f' The inhabitants of Adom always expofe large quantities 
of corn, &c. to fale, befides what they vs^ant for their own ufe.'* 
^' The people, of Acron feldom or r^ever go to war ; they 
hufband their time and grounds fo well that every year pro- 
duces a plentiful harveft," Speaking of the Gold Cg^ift, he 
fays, *' their moft artful works are the j;old and filver hat-^ 
bands they make for us, .the thread and contexture of which 
is fo fine that I.queflion whether our European artifts would 
not be put to it to imitaie tliem j and indeed if they could, 
and were no better paid than the Negroes, they would be 
i))>liged to live on dry bread, "r—" The people of Fida arc fo 
^ongly bent on trade and agriculture, that they never think 
of war." — Speaking of the Fetu country, he feys, " fre- 
guently when walking through it, I have feen it abound 
with fine ^ell-built and populous towns, agreeably enriched 
with vaft quantities of corn and cattle, palm wine and oiU 
The inhabitants all apply themfelves without diftin<Sion to 
aigriculture : fome fow pornj others prefs oil, and dfaw wine 
from the palm trees," 

I will now read. front the evidence certain extfa£ls de- 
fcriptive of the ftate of Slaves in Africa; and from thefcr 
it will appear whether even their fituation fs fuch, a onQ 
as to give them much reafon to tnyy the condition of their 
JMrethren, who have been carried to the Weft Indies, 
^^ The Slaves are well fed, their labour is not conftant, and 
there is no driver in Senegal and Gambia.** — ".Domeftick 
Slaves have all the advantages of free men."-^" Borrr Slaves 
cannot be fold but for a crime on trial by their own clan.'* 
—•And again, " domefticks are not fold by their mailers but 
for enormous crimes, and after trial by their own clan.'* 
'f' Many flaves in Africa are not eafily diftinguiflied from 
their. matters." — " Slaves are treated vtell and familiarly at 
Angola," — " On the cont'^ient of Muc^ ^X;^^^"^'^^^ "^^^'^^ 
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nurtiber, they arc trc^ktcd well, cat with their matters, w 
along with them, and arc well clothed." — " The Slaves 
pcrfons in Africa are treated by them as Europeans tr 
people of their own family j" and not to multiply extra 
vnnecc^ilarily, I will only add on this head the declaration 
a wxtntfs, who informs us, that though " Blacks in Afri 
have faid they were Slaves, he never difcovered this frc 
their treatment.'* 

I c^^mot difmifs this branch of the fubje£t without begi 
ing the Committee to attend to ibme few farther extra£ 
from authors of credit, which fuggeft how far Africa h; 
benefited from her connexion with Europeans, They flia 
^ but few,'fbr were I difpofed to multiply diem, there woul 
be no end of my labour. I will pafs over many I had fe]e£le 
for the purpofe of ftating them to the Houfe, which refpeft th 
pra£lices of breaking up villages, and of depredations both o 
the Whites on the Blacks, and of the Blacks on each other 
encouraged and ftimulated by the Europeans ; but I mufi 
beg leave to reiad to the Committee a few which fpeak a 
^e exertions of our aftive benevolence in inciting them tc 
War, and of the cfFcil of the Slave Trade upon the criminal 
law and the adminiftration of juftice. From thefe laft it will 
appear how far we can pretend with any decency, that by our 
humane interference we had refcued their conviils from the 
barbarous feverity of their fanguinary laws, and introduce^ 
a milder fyftem of criminal jurifprudence. 

Smith, who was fent out by the Royal African Company, 
in 1726, afTures us, that ** the difcerning natives account it 
their greateft unhappinefs that they were ever vifited by th« 
Europeans. They fay that we Chriftians introduced the 
traffick of Slaves, and that before our coming they lived in 
peace. But, fay they, " it is obfervable wherevfer Chriftianity 
comes, there come with it a fword, a gun, powder, and ball, -' 

** The Europeans,^' fays Brue, '^ are far from defiring to slA 
as peace-makers among them. It would be too contrary to 
their interefls 5 for the only objeft of their wars is to carry 
effShvcs^ and as thefe form t\\e ptmovif ^\ ^it <i^ ^^v^Vt x\^.^ck^ 
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they would be apprehcnfive of drying up tjie fourcf of it, were 
they to encourage the people to live well together/'^ — " The 
neighbourhood of the Darnel and Tin keep them perpetually 
at war, the benefit of which accrues to the Company, who 
buy all the pr ifoners made on either fide, and the more there 
are to fell, the greater is their profit ; for the only end of 
their armaments is to make captives to fell them to the White 
Traders." 

Artus of Dantzick fays, that in his time ** thofe liable to 
pay fines were banifhed until the fine was paid, when they 
returned to their houfes and pofleffions." 

Bofinan affirms, that " the punifhment for adultery is by 
fine ; the fine among the common people is 4, 5, or 6 pounds, 
and among the rich more, perhaps lool. or 200K he has 
heard of fines of 5,000!." — " The punifhment for theft on the 
Gold Coaft is by fine," — " The greateft crimes at Whydah 
are generally compjnfated by money." Speaking of the Gold 
Coaft, he (ays, " Nobody is here fined above his ability, unleft 
by an accumulation of crimes he hath given occafion there- 
to, and then he is fent into Slavery." — At Benin he informs 
, us, that " theft is punifhed by reftitution and fine, and if the 
thief is poor, after the reftitution of the goods, if in his poWer, 
he is very well beaten." 

Moore, who refided feven years on thjc Coaft, as Faftor tm 
the Company, fays, *' fince this Trade has been ufed, all pu- 
nifhments have been changed into Slavery j there being an 
advantage in fuch condemnation, they ftrain the crimes 
very hard in order to get the benefit of felling the criminal. 
Not only murder, theft, and adultery, are punifhed by felling 
the criminal for a Slave, but evefy trifling crime is punifhed 
in the (ame manner/' 

Atkins, (peaking of adultery and theft, fays, " Trade has 
io infe£led them with covetoufnefs and fraud, that the Chiefs 
will put ihares both for the one and the other, driving at the 
profit, and not at the punifhment of a crime." 

Loyer affirms, that " the King of Sain on the leaft pretence 
icUs his fubjeAs for European goods. He is fo tyrauavc^W^ 
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fevere, that he makes a whole village rcfponfible for die n 
of one inhabitant, and on the leaft offence fells them all 
Slaves." 

Such, Sir, are the teftimonies that have been borne, 
by perfons whom I have fummoned, not by friends to . 
Abolition, but by men who were, many of them, themfeli 
engaged in the Slave Trade. Many, many more I coi 
add of the fame kind, but thefe are abundantly fufficient 
refute the unfounded affertions of thefe pretended advocai 
for humanity. But in truth were they even to make go 
their affertions, they would in my mind little mend ibk 
caufe : were it ever fo true, as it is moft falfe, that jt 
made them happier by taking them away, this would gl 
you no right to take them againft their will, 

I have fometimes been reproached with my extravagant bl 
manity. But I may now repel the accufation, and for myfl 
declare, as t have (aid before, that I reft tbis queflion not < 
die ground of humanity, but of religion and juftice. It k 
fometimes alfo been imputed to me, that I am aftuated by 
fpirit of fanaticifm and bigotry ; but I beg it m?.y here I 
obfervcd, that it is on my opponents and not on mc that the 
charges may be fairly urged ; thcir's are the very principles < 
which have been retted the grofftft fyftems of bigotry ai 
fuperftition that ever difgraccd the annals of mankind. On wh 
other principles was it that Mahomet fent forth his Muffulm< 
to ravage the world. Was it not thefe that lighted the fir 
of the inquifition ? Have not both thefe fyftems been foundi 
on the notion of y6ur having a right to violate the laws 
juftice, for the purpofes of humanity ? Did they not bo 
plead that they were promoting the eternal happlnefs of maj 
kind; and that their proceedings were therefore to be ju 
tified on the dictates of true and enlarged benevolence ? B 
th^ religion I profefs is of another nature 5 it teaches me fii 
to do juftice, and next to love mercy; not that the claims 
thefe two will ever be really found to be jarring and incoj 
fiftent 5 When you obey the laws of Godj when you attcj 
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td the claims of jufiice," you will then alfo beft cbnfult iild 
moft advance the happihefs of mankind. This is true, this 
is enlarged benevolence j and of this it may be affirmed ia 
the unparalleled language of a great vi^riter^ ** that her feat 
" is the bofom of God, her voice the harmony of the v/orld : 
*' all things in heaven and earth do her homage, the very 
** leaft as feeling her care, the greateft as not exempted 
** from her influence : both angels and men, and every -other 
*' creature, though each in different fort and order, yet all 
*' u^ith uniform confent, admiring' her a^ the mother of their 
c^ peace and joy.*' 

I fhall next touch for a moment on a ground whereon 
our opponents, driven as they are from place to place 
in queft of argument, have often attempted to take their 
ffand ; that I mean of other nations being likely to carry on 
the Slave Trade if we were to abandon it 5 On which the 
cohclufion is then reftcd, that if fo, however wicked^ how^ 
ever cruel it is, we might as well carry it ort ourfelves; 
Admitting the fuppofition to be juft, the inference that is 
drawn from it was fo completely expofed laft. year by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman oppofite to m?^ that it can 
hardly be necefl'ary for me how to fay a fyllable on the fubjecf. 
I will therefore only repeat what I have declared on former 
occafions, that I have no doubt if we were to aboHfli the 
Slave Trade, other nations would follow our example. 

Nor can any thing be more unreafonable tiian for Gentle- 
'men to urge againft the probability of* this event, that 
the nations in queftion fo for from abolifhirig, have even 
■lately paffed edicSs, and granted bounties for the encourage- 
ment of the Trade. If for four or five years we have beeii 
carrying on a laborious inveftigation into its nature and cir'j- 
cumftances; if after developing its genuine chara£lerj and 
afcertaining its dreadful efTefts, We ftill hang back and hefi- 
tate, was it fair to expeft^ as I argued on a former occafion, 
that the nations irl queftion fliould relinquifh the Trade with- 
out inquiry, little acquainted as they muft be fuppdfed to be 
jyjth its accumulated horrors, and ev^iv cot&xtwi?^ \i^ ^>^^ 



delay in the idea of their having been exaggerated ? And is 
juft to infer, that th^ will continue in the commiflion • 
thefe crimes knowingly, becaufe they have hitherto done 
ignorantly ? In feft, Sir, an incident that has lately happen* 
in a neighbouring kingdom, tends to confirm this very rea 
fbning, and it (hould encourage the friends of Abolition t 
find that their generous efforts have already produced fom 
efkd. Denmark has confented to aboliih the Slave Trad 
in 10 years. Dreadful indeed is the idea of tolerating for ; 
moment, much nwre for fo Ung a term, fucb a fyftem o 
' wickednefs ; but let it be faid in excufe for Denmark,, that flu 
knew but little of its enormity in comparifon widi us, anc 
that fhe alfo with fomewhat more colour of reafoning, if tht 
argument can in any cafe be endured, may allege that the 
number of Slaves (he takes off was fo fmall, that her going 
out of the trade would make no real difference in the number 
exported from Africa. But can we fay this, who carry ofi 
almoft as many as all the reft of Europe put together? There 
is in h&. no nation in the world by which this argument may 
not be ufcd with more decency than by ourfelves. 

But miferable as this pretext is, I am afraid it will be found 
©n a clofer inquiry that we have no right to avail ourfelves of 
it : let us afk ourfelves honeftly, if we aft like thofc who arc 
really influenced by this confideration : if we were fincere in our 
profeflions, we fhould furely labour to convince the nations 
•f Europe of the enormities of the Slave Trade,, and ftrive to 
prevail on them to defift from it; whereas we do the very re- 
verfe, we fanfiion it by our example, we pufli it to an un- 
paralleled extent, and furnifli them with this very argument^ 
which it they accept,, the Slave Trade can never be abolifhed 
at all. But there are fome perfons who adopt a ftill bolder 
language, and who declare without referve, that religion and 
juftice, and humanity command the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, but that they muft oppofe the meafure becaufe it is 
inconfiftent with the national intereft. I truft and believe 
AO .fuch argument will be ufed this night ; for what is it 
but to c&^bUOi SL competitm b^lvfe^n God aad Mammonv 
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and to adjudge the preference to the latter ? what tut to de- 
throne the moral Governor of the world, and tp fell down 
and worfhip the Idol of Intereft ? What a manifefto were 
this to the furrounding nations ; What a leflbri to our own 
people ! Come then ye Nations of the Earth, and learn a 
new Code of Morality from the Parliament of Great Britain, , 
We iiave difcarded our old prejudices ; we have difcovered 
that religion and juftice, and humanity, are mere rant and 
rhapfody. Why, Sir, thefe are principles which Epicurus 
would have rejefted for their impiety, and Machiavel and 
Borgia would have difclaimed as too infamous for avowal, and 
itco injurious to the general happinefs of mankind. If God 
in his anger w«uld punifh us for this formal renunciation of 
his authority, what feverer vengeance could he ini)i£l than 
oar fuccefsful propagation of thefe accurfed maxims ? Coil~ 
fider what efFeds would follow from their univerfal preva- 
lence 5 what fcenes ihouM we foon behold around us ; in pu^ 
blick affairs, breach of &ith, and anaixrhy and bloodlked ; in 
private life, fraud and diftruft, and perfidy, and whatever can 
degrade the human charaAer, and poifon the comforts of focisfl 
and domelKck intercourfc. Men mufl retire to caves and 
deferts, and withdraw from a world become too bad to be 
endured. 

If it be, however, our formal determination thus tq fur- 
render ourfelvcs, without refervc, to the domination of hard, 
tmfeeling avarice, if we do refolve thus to fell burfelves for 
g»n, let it not, at leafl, be for fuch a gain as diis, fo minute, 
fo dubious, which the ableft and befl informed men ih the 
kingdom declare to you to be an injurious, rather than a 
beneficial poffef&on ; let us atchieve fome clearly profitable 
villany, fome mafter-ftrpke of wickeckefs ; we fhall then at 
leafl be juflified on our own principles : but in this inftance 
you incur the utmofl guilt in purfuit of the fmallefl and moft 
^ueflionable profit, and difcredit not your hearts only, but 
your underflandings. And if ever there were a feafon when 
we fhould leafl of all zSt on this principle, it is the prefent 
da/ of our unexampled profperity ; IhaH wc chufe t\vvs n^\:^ 

CT 2 \5tCk'^^^>^. 
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moment, when we are enjoying fo much from the bounty q 
Providence, for openly trampling its laws under our feet, zxH 
pouring contempt on its moft authoritative irijuncSions , 
Why, Sir, if there were one of the brute creation, who, bc-^ 
ing himfelf pampered to the full, were thus to make his hag- 
pinefs confift in vexing and perfecuting thofe weaker animals 
3vhora his ftrength enabled him to injure with impunity, wc 
fhould drive it from us as top bad ^o be domefticated by 
mankind. Oh Sir ! let us fpare a fmall part of our full cup 
of happinefs, in order to give comfort and joy tq thoufand3 
•upon thoufands of our fell. jw creatures who are now groan-, 
;ing under oppreffipn and wretc ednufs : nay you are not ev-cn 
5;allejd upon in this inftance to give up any thing yon enjoy \ 
.but h(!reyOu may dq^ooJ by wholefale, and^at no expence ; 
you may enrich others and be yourfelves no poorer. Surply it 
is confiderations like thcfe, it is th^ deure of ceafmg fronai 
the guilt of abufing the bounty of Heaven, and a fenfc qf 
the, obligation they are u^ier to communicate to others th^ 
Jiappinefs they thetpfelves enjoy, that has caufcd the people of 
Great Britain to ftep forward on this occafion, and exprer3 
their fenfe-mpre gerierally and unequivocally than in any- in?- 
ftance wherein phcy have ever before interfered. I ihould ip 
vain attempt to exprefs to you the faiisfadtion with which it 
ha? filled pOy mind,. to fee fo* great and glorious a concurrence, 
to f<pe this great capf^ triumphing over all lefTer dIftindiiionS) 
and fubftituting cordiality and harmony in the place of diftruft 
and oppofition:- iior have its. efFeils amongft ourfelves been in 
this.refpe<9: lefs diftinguiflied or lefs honourable j it has raifefl 
the charadltr' of Parliament. Whatever may ha«e been 
thought or^aid concerning the unreftrained prevalency of our 
political divifions, it has taught furrounding nations, it has 
taught our admiring country, that thpre are fubjecSls ftill be- 
yond the reach of party, there is a point of elevation where 
we get above the jarring of the difcordant elements that juf- 
fle and agitate the vale below: in our .ordinary atmofphere 
clouds and vapours obfcure the air, and we are the fport of a 
ftfoifhi}d conflidling win4s and adverfe currents ', but here* 
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we move in a higher region, where all is peace and clear ani 
^j^erie, free from perturbation and difcompofure : 
As fome tall clifF that lifts its awful form. 
Swells from the vale and midway leaves the fl:o.r m j ^ 
Tho* round its breaft the rolling clouds are fpread. 
Eternal funfliitie fettles on its head, 
- Here th/en, on tais auguft eminence, let us build the tem- 
ple of benevolence ; let, us lay its foundation deep, in trutk 
jmd juftice, and l^t ti>je infcription on it? gates, be Peace and 
good Will towards men. Here let us offer the fii'ft fruit of our 
profperity^l here let us devote ourfelves to the fervice ef 
thefe wretched itien, and. go forth burning wit|i a generous 
ardor to compei^aie, if poffible, fer th? i;ijuries. we have hi- 
thertQ brought otK thpiji : Let us heal the breaches we have 
made : Let us riejcHC^ in-becotnijig t;he happy inftruments of 
^riefting the progrefs of rapine ^defolation, • and of in- 
troducing into that immenfe country the bleffings of chriftL- 
anity,. the comforts of civilized; and the fweets of Ibcial life^ 
I am. perfuaded,! Sir, there is no man who hears me who . 
would not join with me in hailing the- arrival of. this happjr 
period ; who does not feel his mind cheered and folaced by 
the contemplation 6f. thefe delightful fcencs. The firft ftep 
towards realizing them, muft be to agree with me this night m 
the nwtion I bring forward. 

But it has been fometimes faid, thefe are all idle and illu- 
.iive ,expe£tations ; the Africans ^re unconquerably favage ; 
.3II attempts to civilize them muft. be in vain. Whatever, 
I might have thought of the argument itfelf, I (hould have 
given thofe who urged it, more credit for their fincerity, if 
I had found theqpi adling like men who were convinced of its 
truth; but furely, it argues their diftruft of its validity, when 
you fee them nojt merely abftaining themfelvcs from attempt- 
ing the civilization of Africa, bv^t, even obftru(Sl:ing and 
pppofing others who are engaged in the profecution of 
this benevolent d^fign. It is with fhame and humiliation, 
i remind the Committee of the refiftance that was made to 
an honourable friend of mine, when he brought forward 2. 
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ineafiire for eftabliffaing one little fettlement in Africa, whc: 
in the' natives, fecure from the ravages of the Slave Tra« 
might cultivate the ground in peace ; where we might inf 
tute a bloodlefs traffic in the productions of the foil, inftead 
this wicked commerce in the fle(h and blood of our fello 
creatures. How was he thwarted in the exercife of his ben< 
■volence ? Petitions poured in from the African Traders, ti 
whole ftate of things was changed, and the ndtives, who hs 
been before defcribed as being fo infuperably indolent, that 
was impo/Eble to prevail on them to work, were now ftate 
to be an induftrious people, who furnifhed the African (hi; 
with rice and other proviiions in great quantities, and at rea 
ibnable rates. But, Sir, thefe inconfiftencies and conCradic 
tions were not wanted to convince any reaibnable man, ths 
&ere was no foundation for the-opinion, that it was inipoffi 
ble to civilize the continent of Africa. After having fo ionj 
troubled the Houfe, I dare not enter into the wide iield ; i 
would be neceflary for us to inveftigate, in order to the com- 
plete difcuffion of this argument: I may do it hereafter, if h 
be required of me ; mean while, I will not only remark, thai 
there are no inftances of barbarifm amongft the Africans, foi 
which we may not find a parallel in the hlftory of our own an*- 
ceftors. In fa£):, Sir, this argument when traced to its foiin- 
dationj will be found to bottom on the opinion, that the Ne- 
groes are not of the human fpecies : this is now, I hope and 
believe, an exploded idea ; but let it never be forgotten, that 
none was originally contended for with more fhamelefs obfti- 
nacy^ and I now mention it the rather, becaufe I am per- 
fuaded that the Slave Trade can find ho other refling place. 
And, give me leave to fay, that the advocates for this inhu- 
man traffic, a<£led more honeftly, and fairly, and openly 
whilft they took their ftand here^ than they do now in conti- 
nuing to contend after they have been forced to abandon the 
premifes. Oh ! Sir, for their own happinefs it were to have 
been wifhed, that thefe poor creatures had not been pofiTefled 
of human feelings ! but they have ihewn the contrary, by 
t^ji thoufand different proofs. They a^re con^ire4 to be ir\ 
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their own country, remarkably hofpitable and kind. What do 
they not feel on being feparated from their friends and connec- 
tions and native country ? Witncfs their arts of fuicide on 
fhip board, and Aat expedient which is provided in the very 
conftru£^ion of a Slave fhip, to prevent their terminating an 
exiilence, become too painful to be endured : Their attach* 
ment to their maflers, when kindly treated, is acknowledged 
by our opponents, and a thouland other proofs might be ad« 
duced of their pofleffing all the befl feelings of our nature; 
No, Sir ; it Js we, that muft confefs ourfelves deficient 
in tendernefs. From thcfe defpifed beings, whom we would 
degrade to the level of the brute creation, let us difcover 
what it is to have human feelings ; let us learn from them the 
myftery of compaflion, and borrow the fympathies of a nature 
fuperior in feniibility to our own. 

I muil fay a word or two concerning the terms of, my mo- 
tion, which differ^ a little from thatoflaft year. Gentlemen 
may concur with me in my vote who approve of a bill for de- 
ferring the period of Abolition. My conviAion of the 
indifpenfable neceffity of immediately flopping this trade re- 
mains however as ftrong and unftiaken as ever ; / can admit 
of no compromife, and will avail myfclf of any oppor- 
tunity of at once deftroying this fyftem of iniquity. I am fure 
too, Sir, that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade is 
to be juftified on the principles of [found policy. Let it not 
be thought, Sir, either of my Right Honourable Friend, 
who fits near me, or of myfelf, that it was for our 
own fakes that we went into that minute detail, and 
thofe laborious calculations ; from a fenfe of duty we conde- 
fcended to fuch ignoble drudgery, but we appealed ourfelves 
to more fimple and more exalted principles ; where the com- 
mands of juftice and humanity are fo imperious, I know not 
how to admit of parley or of compromife. Let thofe who 
taik of allowing three or four jrears to the continuance of the 
Slave Trade, think of the [diigracefiil fcenes that paflfed lafl 
year. For myfelf, however, I will yy^ftx tjv^ V-mA'^* ^^ ^^t>^ 
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Hood that would be fpillcd in this horrid interval : I 1| 
proteft againft its being granted, as the moft flagrant violalg 
of every principle of jultice and humanity.- I cannot but 1 
lieve, that the hour is at length come, when we ihall pu^ 
final period to the exiftence of this tinchriftlan traffic ; bu| 
in, this, fond expectation, I fhould be unhappily miftaken, 
^ured. Sir, J never will defert the. caufe, but to the laft m 
ment of my life, I will exert my utmoft powers in the fervi 
of that unhappy country. In truth, if I were not to perfev^ 
•^ muft be dead to every generous emotion that can aftuat 
and ftimulate the mind of man. Can a noble objeft irtterefc 
or the confcioufnefs of an honourable office ? What objedl i 
noble as this of relieving ihc miferies of thoufands upon thou 
lands of our fellow creatures ; introducing chriftianity and d 
vilization to a fourth part of the habitable globe. I am, if 
deed, confcious of the honourable nature of the office I ha^ 
undertaken, and grateful to God for having permitted me < 
take the lead in the communication of fuch extended bleffingi 
My taflc is one in which it is impoffible to tire; my wof 
repays itfelf, it fills my mind with complacency and peaci 
Hie down with it at night with compofure, and rife to it i 
•the morning with alacrity. If it obliges me to be converfac 
with fcenes of wretchednefs, this is but like vifiting an hoi 
pital from motives of humanity, where your own feelings re 
pay you for the pain you undergo. No Sir, no ; I never wil 
defift from this blefled work ; but I cannot help perfuadinj 
myfelf, that there will be no call for n^y perfeverance ; I wil 
not allow myfelf to doubt about the iflue, and cheerfully waii 
irtie event of your decifion. 

Mr. Wilberforce then moved. 

" That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the trade 
carried on by Britifh fubjedls, for the purpofe of obtaining 
Slaves on the coaftof Africa, ought to be abolifhed*'* 

Were this motion carried, Mr. W ilberforce gave notice 
that he intended to follow it up by another. 

" That the Chairman be direfted to move the Houfe for 

^ . ' ■ ■ .. . . 

Jcave to biing in a bill for the M)o\\Uouo5\!wi^\aNtT\^.^^J*" 
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Mr. Baillie. It is upon the certainty of meeting wita 
every fpecies of indulgence that is ufually granted, by this Ho« 
nourable Houfe, to all its new Members, that I mufter confidence 
fufficient to offer myiiumole opinion upon the prefent queftion ; 
a queftion. Sir, of the greateft importance that ever came be- 
fore Parliament, novel and fpec*ilative in its nature, and fup- 
ported by fome of the greateft orators who have ever appeared 
within the walls of this Houfe : there is no man living enter- 
tains a more indifferent opinion of his own abilities than I do i^ 
and I feel moft fenfibly, and with great mortification, the in- 
fufficiency of my powers, when brought into comparifon with 
the brilliant parts of the Honourable Gentlemen with whom I 
have to contend. However, Sir, being very particularly fitu« 
ated as Agent to one of the moft valuable of our iflands, having 
paiTed the moft active part of my life in the Weft Indies, hav- 
ing in the Britifh Weft-India Iflands a confiderable property, 
both in land and Negroes, and being at the fame time as much 
interefted in^e general welfare and profperity of the trade, the 
manufa(Slures, and the navigation of Great Britain, as any 
Gentleman in the prefent Parliament, I flatter myfelf that this 
Honourable Houfe will not confider my interference as impro- 
per V efpecially. Sir, when I can ^ure the Honourable Com- 
mittee, that I confider the prefent Queftion as involving in its 
confequences a confiderable proportion of the trade and naviga- 
tion of Great Britain, and the very exiftence of thofe valuable 
Weft India Colonies, which have been eftablifhed by this 
country, for upwards of a century, nouriflied, cheriflied, and 
fupported, under various A<9s of Parliament, and at the ex* 
pence of a very ferious and weighty outlay of money. I will 
not. Sir, at this early ftage of my argument, make any ob- 
fervations upon the defcription of people who have fo very 
eagerly, and with fo much zeal and induftry, propagated and 
brought forward this unfortunate and impolitic Queftion, I will 
content myfelf by obferving, that they have very artfully placed 
the management of the bufinefs in the hands of ah Honourable 
Gentleman, Tefpedable in his charafier, and amiable in his 
manners, and for whofe private virtues no man entertains a 
frcatcr value tbsui 1 do : this Gcntictrwin^ ^u^ \% ^^ >i.Tyss«^ 

H 
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«ui tvowed mi friend and favourite of the Right Honouml 
Gentleman who fe very ably, and fo worthily prefides at t 
head c^ the Admtniflration of this country. His argumen 
upon a former occafion, operated upon the Minifter's mir 
and at the iame time extended their efFeds to the mind of t 
Right Honourable Gentleman who makes fo very confpicuo 
i figure upon the oppofite fide of the Houfe ; there Is neidi 
sn or out of Parliament, Sir^ a man who is a greater admirer 
tiie incomparable and brilliant abilities of thefe Right Honoui 
able Gentlemen, than I am ^ I confider them, Sir, an orns 
ment to this Houfe, and an ornament to ther country i bi 
However I may be dlfpofed to bow, with all due fubmiffion, t 
their opinions upon other occaflons, yet upon the prefent queftio 
1 difFei^ with them moft efTentially ; I mean. Sir, I differ wit 
Ac opinions they gave upon the former inveftigation of th 
queflion ; for^ from the circumftances that have occurred i] 
the Hiftory of die Weftern World, fmce the clofe of the lai 
Seflion of Parliament, I flatter myfelf diat they are now madi 
fully fenfible of the evil and dangerous tendency of themeafure 
However^ Sir, to come to the Right Honourable Gentlemar 
in a Minifterial capacity, I do maintain, without meaning an) 
perfonal offence whatever, that the part they a3ed, upon th^ 
(^eftion^js being debated in Parliament laft year, was unex- 

/ pe£ied, very unbecoming their high. characters, and not at all 
confiftent with the principles upon which, in my humble opi* 
nion, great Statefmen ought to ad. 

I conceive it, Sir, to be the indifpenfible duty of men in high 
iltuations, and who are, or may be, intruded with the lead of 
public affairs, to confider the general interefl of the State, and 
of individuals^ with a moft fcrupulous and attentive eye, and to 
fee that the good policy of the country, and the good under- 
ftanding that has long fubftfled betwixt Government and our 

''fubjefts in our diflant colonies, under the fandtion and protec- 
tion of various A6ls of the Parliament of Great Britain, fhould 
Hot be broken in upon by fuch a wild, fuch an impraClicable, 
md fuch a vifionary fcheme, as the prefent queflion for abolifh- 
ir^ the African Slaye-Trade^ I flatter myfelf, Mr. Chairman) 

Hat the Mends and promoters of the AVo\\uotv. vjbvsld have con- 
4otUed thcmfdvcs with the mife\aiefe xhax\v^^ty\x^^^^ ^v\!v^iv^ \t\ 
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confequence of the agitadoti of that uxifbrtunate ixi^fure, and 
that the fangumary difpofitions of a certain defcription of people* 
would have been fully (atlated with the iniipcent blood diat has 
already been {pilt ; but, alas! Sir, that is fiotlikdy to be the 
cafe, many of them have been known and heard to exult at die 
calamities we daily read of^ fo that in all probability, die mir> 
chief is only done in part, and it requires the total defolation 
and dedrudion of the Weft-India colonies of Great Britain to 
compleat the melancholy (bene. I have in my hand, Mr. 
Chairman, a fmall pamphlet, printed and publiihed by order of 
the Weft-India Planters and Merchants, forthe ufeand infor* 
mation of the Members of bodi Houfes of Parliament; it con* 
tains. Sir, the fpeech of the Depudes of St. Domingo to the 
Nadonal Aflembly of France, and alfp die fpeech of M. Bof« 
trand, the late Minifter of the Marine Coknies, to the fiud 
Aflembly, upon the infurreSion of the Negroes in th^tt iilaiid* 
If, Sir, the deftru£tion of the moft extenfive and moft va^ 
Juable cok>ny in the world, the maflacre of its inhftbitaotS 
the raviftiing of the moft beautiful part of the creation in sl 
manner hitherto unknown and unheard of, and ^he unnatural 
murder of fathers, by the hands of their own children, are 
iufficient to operate upon die feelings of humanity, there is 
not. Sir, I am perfuaded, a Qendeman in this Houfe, whp 
can widiftand the (hock; but to me, who have a perfonal 
Jcnowledge of the theatre of theie dreadful fcenes, and who 
^though an Englifliman, and at St. Domingo in the very glo- 
rious and fuccefsful war that was carried on, under the aufpic^ 
of that great and immortal Scatefman Lord Chatham) received 
diftinguifhed marks of kindnefs and hofpitality firom many of thp^ 
families, who by the late melancholy events have been traiKmit>> 
ted to oblivion, they are doubly affli6ling ; and when I bring 
to my recollection, Sir, that the caufes of all tbefe calamities 
have originated in Great Britain, I am overwhelmed with fbr- 
row. The ifland of St. Domingo, Mr. Chairman, is as large 
as the kingdom of England. In the year 1789, the imports 
into the colony from France, exceeded three millions fterling, 
exclufive of near thirty thouGuid Negroes, which at a very mo- 
derate valuation, maybe eftimatedattwom\\\vovvs^^'^L\\\%\csniL^\ 
the exports from the colony, in the tame ^e»x^ ^snnoasiX^vcwN*^- 

Ha "^^^ 
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lue to fix millions fterling, and their trade gave employnu 
to three hundred thoufaad tons of (hipping, and thirty thoufa 
feamen. Thefe circumftances, Sir, I/take the liberty of me 
-tioning to the Honourable Houfe, as a confirmation of the te£ 
monyl gave before the Committee of the Houfe of Commor 
when fitting on the Slave-Trade in the year j 790, In my ev 
dence on that occafion, I believe. Sir, I gave it as my opinioi 
^at the African and Weft-India trade of France generally en 
ployed betwixt forty and fifty thoufand feamen; and when . 
comes to be confidered, that the produce of St. Domingo i 
iiardly equal to two-thirds of the whole produce of the Frencl 
Weft-India Colonies, I flatter myfelf it will be admitted, tha 
I have hot exceeded iB my calculation. 
* ♦ Having faid fo much, Mr. Chairman, by way of introduc 
tion, to what I have to offer upon the: queftion before the Ho- 
nourable Houfe, I muft now beg leave to make fome pbferva- 
tio'ns upon the fpeech of the Honourable Gentleman who 
brought it forward, which I will endeavour to do, in as con- 
cife a manner as pofiible. 

I will afterwards take the liberty of calling the attention of 
the Honourable Committee, to the value and importance of the 
Weft-India and African Trade to Great-Britain 5 to fome of 
the authorities under which the Weft-India Colonies and Af- 
rican Trade were abolifhed ; ft> their dependence on each other, 
and to theinjuftice and impolicy of the prefent attempt to abo- 
lifli the African Slave Trade. The Honourable Gentlemaa 
who brought forward this queftion, has made ufe of nearly the 
fame arguments, on the prefent occafion, as he did upon the 
difcuflion of the fubjeft laft year. And though it may be con- 
fidered tedious, and even infulting in me, to go into the parti- 
culars of a mafs of evidence, which I take it for granted every 
' individual Member of this Honourable Houfe is perfeft maf- 
ter of, yet it is incumbent on me, fpeaking generally on the 
fubje£l, to take notice of the very partial manner in which the 
Honourable Gentleman and his friends have garbled, from the 
whole body, fuch particular parts of the evidence, as were 
fuited to anfwer their own purpofes ; and with what an inde- 
cent Indifference they have treated live t^&\mou^ oi ^^ feji^x-ai 
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great and rcfpeSable charaftefs who voluntarily came forward, 
on our part, to remove that loatJ of calumny andabufe, whidi 
has fo illiberally and fo wantonly been thrown out againft every 
perfon connefted with the Weft-Jndies. I am very far from 
denying, Mr. Chairman, that many a£ts of inhumanity have beea 
committed in the tranfportation of Slaves from theCoaftof 
Africa to the Weft-Indies, and in the treatment of thofe Ne- 
groes after they had been landed on our iflands ; but, as I b«« 
lieve, Sir, that the failings and frailties of human nature pre- 
vail generally, in pretty much the fame proportion, all over 
the world, I mean among civilized nations, it would be very 
unreafonable to expeft, among the clafs of people concerned 
in the African Trade, or among the inhabitants of the Britifli 
Weft-India Iflaiids, a degree of perfeftion in morals^ that is not 
to be found in Great-Britain itfelf. Will any man eftimate the 
charafler of the Englifli nation, by what is to be read in the , 
records of the Old Bailey ; or, will any of the moft fanguinc 
friends of the Abolition, pretend to fay, that there have not 
been committed, in this great and opulent city in which w« 
live, afts of as fhocking, as bafe, and as barbarous a nature, 
as any contained in the great mafs of evidence, now lying on 
your Table ? I have lived, Sir, fixteen years of my life in the 
Weft-Indies, and notwithftanding what has been faid to the 
contrary, I do declare, in the moft folemn manner, that I con- 
fider the Negroes in the Britifh Weft-India Iflands, to be in as 
comfortable a ftate, as the lower orders of mankind in any 
country in Europe. 

Before the agitation of this unfortunate and impolitic ^uef* 
tion, their minds were at eafe, and they were perfeftly con- 
tented with their fi tuation; and the confidence betwixt them 
and their mafters was fo unbounded, that except in the ftores ' 
where fugar, rum, provifions, and cloathing were generally 
lodged, no locks were ever ufed. I'his, Sir, I can afTure the "" 

■ 

Hon. Committee, was the general difpofition of the Negroes, 
in the BritiOi Weft India Iflands in the year 1776, when I re- 
turned to Europe, and they continued in that happy ftate until 
the enemies of the Colonics came forward^ at\d ^xo^^'^.\\t,^^>N\^ 
fo much zeal and induftry, the prmcipW^ ol \!cv^vc ^^^\A\'^vCivi'^ 
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dcxElrjnest Buf, Sir, I am forry to fay, it is very for' 
being the cafe at prefent : the Weft India Iflands are filled i 
EmifTaries, and publications of the friends of Abolition. 
iiniverfal want of confidence now prevails, and inilead of 
in that happy ftate, in which I have reprefented them, 
countenai;ce carries the appearance of anxiety and care, 
there is ^lOt an eftate without a depot for armf^, lodged 
for the very purpofe of deftroying thofe, whofe lives it i%4 
wifli to preferve upon every principle of humanity and intdl 
Some gentlemei) may probably confider thefe precaution^ 
confiftent with the general fyftem of oppreffion with which f 
are charged ; but to me, who have been in fituations of i$ 
ger, and know fomething of the feelings of men, upon fy 
occafions, I can afTure the Honourable Gerftlemen, that 4 
prefervation foregoes ail other confiderations. Having faid 
much, Mr. Chairman, of the civil ftate of the Negroes in c 
Iflands, I muft now, with the permiilion of the Honoura 
Houfe, fpeak to their religious ftate, beginning with ' 
Ifland of Grenada, where my property chiefly lies. T 
Ifland, Sir, was ceded to Great Britain, at the peace of lyl 
Upon our taking poflcfSon of it, the Negroes were found bi 
tized, and inftruded in fuch of the principles of the Ron: 
Catholic faith, as were fuitcd to their humble capaciticf. Tl 
religion now univerfally prevails, for as new Negroes were i 
ported from Africa, they naturally adopted the religious prin 
pies of thofe they found upon the Ifland, and the Priefts, m 
are always extremelv induftrious in their vocations, never fai 
of giving them the necelTary inftruclions ; fo that in the cow 
^f twelve months, they generally entertained very tolcra 
ideas of religious duties. There being no. Proteftant Cler^ 
men at that time in the Colony, the Gentlemen' of the Ifli 
gave every pofRble encouragement to the religious purfuits 
their Negroes ; one-half of the number on each eftate w 
permitted to go every Sunday to public Mafs, and the moraii 
and evenings of the Sabbath were dedicated to religious w 
fhip on the Plantations, where the whole Gang, as k is cal 
oBl^mbled at the dweUing-houfe or manfion, and went throi 
(he ihrvice of the Church of Rome, utvdtx l\it \tr^m^^vax^ 
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. of the Mafter or Manager, in a manner, and with a fervency, 
that would have done credit to more civilized focieties : and as 
I am one of thofe who firmly believe that a remnant of all will 
be feved, I can afllire the Honourable Committee, that I have 
experienced on thefe occafions fuch feelings and refle(5tions, as 
would not have difhonoured the moft pure and pious mind. 

As to the religions ftate of the Negroes in the ifla^s where 
the Roman Catholic faith does not prevail, I am "ixtremcly 
forry to obferve, that I cannot lay fo much for it. The Moravian 
Miffionaries have of late made great progrefs in opening the 
itiinds of the Negroes, in our old iflands, to a fenfe of religi- 
ous duties; but there is among the Clergy of our eftablifiied 
Church a degree of inattention and indolence that is very 
much to be lamented, and which is very unpardonable on 
their part, confidering the ample provifion that is made for 
them by the Legiflatures of our feveral Colonies. The 
pious and refpeflable charaftcr who at prefent fo' worthily 
fills the fee of London, is, by what I am informed, extremely 
attentive to the morals and characters of fuch men as are 
admitted into holy ©rders, for the purpofe of occupying the 
livings in the Weft India Iflahd, and I am perfedHy convinced 
that all poffible means would be made ufe of by that moft excel- 
lent Prelate, to extend the bleffings of the Gofpel to the minds 
ofthe Negroes on all our Plantations. The Honourable Gen- 
tleman who brought forward this queftion, and his friends, have> 
on the prefent and former occafions, dwelt very much upon the 
feverlty of the pimifliments that are ufually adminiftered to our 
Negroes in the Weft India Iflands. I admit, Mr. Chairman, 
that inftances of inhumanity, and even cruelty, may be pro- 
duced ; but I deny moft pofitively, that the principle or praflice 
is general, and I wifti to be permitted to afk fuch ofthe Mem- 
bers of this Honourable Houfe, as have had the honour of ferving 
in his Majefty's navy and army, if it is poffible or pracSHcable to 
itiaintainthat order and fubordination that is abfo'utely neceflary 
among bodies of men, without the fear ofpuniihment: I fay. Sir, 
that it is not poffible; and as puniftiments always fail on delin- 
quents, of which there are a certain number in every fociety, I 
dp maintain, that in every fhip'screw an4 J:e^vtD^iXL, ^k^jL^vs-w^ 
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great a proportion of people who come within that defcriptic 
as in any Gang of Negroes in the Weft Indies, be they ever 
IndifFerenlly difpofed ? That being admitted. Sir, I will be gl 
toafk, if ever there are punifliments inflifted on our feamen ai 
feldicrs ? Have we ever heard. Sir, of feamen being floggt 
from (hip to fhip, or of foldiers dying in the very aft of punijQ 
ment, under the lafli of the drummer, when tied up to d 
lialberts, and expofed in as fhamefi^l and ignominious a mannt 
^ poiEbly can be conceived ? And have we not alfo heard. Si 
even in this country of boafted liberty, of feamen's being Icidnap 
ped and carried away, when returning from diftant voyages, at 
ter an abfence of many years, and that even without being al 
lowed the comfort of feeing their wives and families? I am ex 
tremely forry. Sir, to be under the necelTity of having recourfi 
to thefe circumftances, but I am prefled to it by the very illibera 
manner in which our opponents have brought forward every cir- 
cumftance diat applies to Africa and to the Weft Indies. Witl 
regard. Sir, to objects of mifery and compaflion, they are much 
more frequent to be met with in Europe that in America. And 
1 declare, without hefitation, and upon the beft grounds of per- 
fonal knowledge and information, that there ^is more wretched- 
nefs and poverty in the parifli of St. Giles's, in which I live, 
than there is in the whole of the cxtcnfive Colonies that now are, 
and formerly were, under the dominion of Great Britain, taking 
them from Barbadoes to Jamaica, round by the Floridas, and 
from thence to the ifland of Newfoundland. 

I hope the Honourable Committee will have the goodnefs to 
cxcufe me for dwelling fo long upon this part of my argument, 
and for requefting their particular attention to the very unband- 
fome and illiberal manner in which the Honourable Gentle- 
man, who takes the lead in this bullnefs, and fome ©f his 
friends, had treated the cbaraflers of many of the witneffes who 
were examined before the Committee of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. I am very far, Sir, from being difpofed to make 
general rcfleftions upon any body or fet of men, in the manner 
that has been adopted by thefe Honourable Gentlemen, nor 
Viil I go into the particulars of the eviden^ce, taking it for 
granted^ .that the unprpjudicod part of this Honourable Houfe 
will fonfidtr the individuals vhat 1aai\ictiv\>xow^x l<»t^2x^ o^ 



( 57 ) 

the part of jthe African Merchants, to be full as refpe£btble, as 
unbiafled, and as independent in their charaders and fitua- 
tions, as thofe who have appeared on the other fid^. As to ' 
what regards that part of the evidence that applies to the Weft 
Indies, I am of a very different opinion indeed ; I admit, Sir, 
that there were produced by our opponents, fome perfons, to 
whole teftimony, a certain portion of credit ought to be given*^ 
but they were few in number, and therefore I will venture to 
fay, that their general body of witnefies was compofed of ill-in« 
formed, ignorant, and low men; many of them picked up in the 
ftreets of Liverpool and Briftol, where they were ftarving for 
want of 1>read, having neither ability nor reputation to get 
into any employment, and hired by the Emiflaries and Agents 
of the Society in the Old Jewry, for the very purpofe of 
giving fuch teftimony, as would miflead the minds of the 
public, who had already been wrought up to an extraordinary 
ftate of belief, by the publication of the moft incredible 
chain of incidents, that ever appeared in print. Have we never 
heard. Sir, of the names of Rodney, fiarrington, Hodiam, 
Macartney, Vaughan, or Campbell, and the many other great 
and refpeclable cbara£lers^ who were examined before the 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons, and gave ample tefti- 
mony to the comfortable fituation of the Negroes in the 
Weft-Indies ? Is the evidence of thofe Gentlemen (to make 
ufe of the phrafe of an Honourable Member of this Houfe) ta 
hefet at nought j and are we not to give full credit and belief to 
the words of men, to whom their country, in a great meafure, 
owes the importance and weight (he at prefent poflefles among 
the natives of Europe ? For my part. Sir, I was filled with in- 
dignation at the very idea of drawing the opinions of fuch 
' illuftrious charaders, into comparifon with the evidence of 
thofe on the oppofite fide, upon the difcuffion of the fubjeftlaft 
year, and I lamented exceedingly, that I was not then in a 
fituation to give my fenttments upon it. 

I come now, Mr.Chaiiii.anytofpcakof the value and impor- 
tance of the Weft-Indian and African Tradeft to Great Bri- 
tain. It is not my int^nt4on, Sir, to' take up the time of the 
Committee, with ah* account of the revenut i^Vfeci^ v:^ 'jjs^^rv- 
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ment from the importation of the produft of our Wcft-H 
Iflands, as probably I may be tqld by fome of the politician* 
the prefent day, that a fimilar importation from Oftexfd 
Havre, would in that refpe£l be attended with the fame aiclvl 
tages to Great Britain ; I will therefore, Sir, confine myfelf 
our Trade and Navigation to the cotonres aiidf ta Africay a 
will be glad to afk fuch Gentlemen, as are pleafed ta pay pa 
per attention to the fubjed^ if the exporter toy and the impof 
from, the Britifli Weft-India Iflands znd Afrixra,, amount! 
in the whole to upwards of ten millions ilerllng annually, \ 
giving employment to 300,000 tons of {hipping> and ab< 
25,000 ieamen, are not objeds of the utmoft importance 
Great Britain ? The Gentlemen who had a6bed fo very hofi 
a part to the intereft of the Colonies, may now, as on 
former occafion, confider thefe obje£ls greatly over-rated, b 
as I deal in matters of fadl, and in fa£fs only^ I will b« bom 
to make what I advance appear well founded, and to- tha enti 
fatisfa£tion of this Honourable Houfe, when, and ia whatev 
manner, they are pleafed to order me» 

Having mentioned, Mr* Chairman, in as concise and intell 

gible a manner as I am mafter of, the value and importani 

of our Weft-Indian and African Trade, I am now to fpeak 

fome of the authorities, upon which our claims are founded, < 

.i^e dependence of the Colonies upon the African Trade, and < 

the injuftice and impolicy of the preient queftion; although it i 

Sir,, too much the fafliion of the prefent times^ to prefer tl 

opinions of re tit;ed and fpeculative philoibphers^ to the wife cc 

tibial fyftem, that has bec;n eftabli(hcd by our forefathers^ ar 

by which this country and the Colonies have thriven ; yet t ai 

': convinced> that the prefent Parliament are too much awake t 

: the zeal and troe interefts of Great-Britain, not to pay prop€ 

• attention to the encouragement and protedion that has bee 

given to the Weft-India Colonies, and to the African Trade 

fince their iirft cftabliihment* It would take up too much of th 

time of this Honourable Houfe to go fully into the authority; 

< will therefore confine nay&lf toa few, and being very much un 

t^ccur/lomed to (peaking in public, I muft crave the permiffidi 

;Cfftiie Honourable Committcty t(> cai\ \u ^ «i\ o^ >wt\\XKtv fiv 

5 Vkttcv^\\s; 



( 59 ) 

formation, and to requeft of the Clerk to read occafiooally, fuclv 
parts of the feveral A£b and Refolutions^* as apply moft im-^ 
mediately to the fubjeft of debate. The a<as and dedarattpns 
^f the Britifh Legiflaturc, that are moft material to the queft^ 
t)efore the Honourable Houfe, may very properly be clafled under 
^efe different heads, vlz^ 

xiL Such as declare the (aid Colonies, and the Trade 
thereof, advantageous to Great-Britain, and therefore entitled 
to her prote<Slioa and encouragement. 

2dly. Such as authorize, pr6teft, and en<^ourage, the Trade 
to Africa, as advantageous in itfelf, and neceilary to the wel- 
fare and exiftence of the faid Sugar Colonies. 

3J]y. Such as promote and fecure loans of ifioney to the 
Proprietors, at the faid Colonies, either from Brttifli fefrfitftt"; 



©r from Foreisne rs . ' ' •>"':' - ' 
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The feveial A<9:s are as follow^ yiz^ 

In the Firft Clafs, are the fotlowing^ viz. 

^jj-Car. 11. cap. 7. 22 Sc 13 Car^ 11. cap. 26. j&B 
W. 3. C4p. 22. 9 & 10 W. III. cap. 23. 3 & 4 Ann. 6 
Ann. cap. 30* 6 Geo, IL cap. 13. 11 Geo. II. cap. 30. 
27 Geo^ HI. cap. 27. 

I 

In the Second Qafs are the following, viz^ 

1662 Cha. II. 1672 cap. 2. g & ;to Will, artd Maiy, cap. 
26* 5 Geo. IIL cap. 44. 23 Geo. IIL cap. 65. 27 Geo. III. 
cap. 27. 

In the Third Clafs are the following, vie. 

5 Geo. IL cap- 7. 13 Geo. III. cap. 14. 14 Geo. IIL 
cap.. 79* 

If there is, Mr. Chairman, any dependence whatever to be 
placed upon the AAs of the Briti(h Legiflature, the few autho* 
rities I have quoted, will, I am perfuaded, operate upon the 
minds of the unprejudiced Members of this Honourable Houfe, 
and of the community at large, in fo forcible a manner, as to 
^ord every realonable hope for the moft perfed fecurity to our 

1 2 Y^'Sf'^^^^' 
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properties. They tppear to me, Sir, unanfwerable, and ena 
to preclude the neceflitjrof ufing any £uther argument upon di 
fubjed ; but as we hare experienced a want of candour on dii 
part of our opponents, that could hardly have been expected, 1 
muft once more trefpafs on the goodnefs of the Honourable 
t^ommittee, by requcfting their attention to the encouragement 
and protetStion that have been given to the Weft-India Cdo* 
nies, and to the African Trade, from the reign of Charles IL 
down to the prefent times, and efpecially during the r^ign of 
Queen Anne. 

Thzt reign, Mr^ Chairman,,. which n^y ^^y well be called . 
the Auguftan age pf Great Britain,, was diftinguiflied by the. 
appcairance of the moft enlightened chara£(ers in all depart- 
ments, that ever any country produced ; many of them remark* 
;^ble for their piety and learning, and whofe writings will live 
for ages, after the wretched prod^udions of the miferable (chif- 
matics of -the prefent day are buried in oblivion. Yet, Sir, 
we do not find in the Parliamentary Hiftpry of thofe days, or ia 
any other writings that we know of, the leaft tendency to fuch» 
wild and deftrudlive do5lrines as th^ prefent. No, Mr. Chair« 
man, they were referved for this age of novelty and innovation; 
and from the temper and difpofition of a certain defcription of 
people, which are amply maoifefted by the publications of the 
moft inflamn^atory and dangerous tendency with which our 
idLaily papers are crpwded,^! am perfcjfily fatisfied that the (jueftion 
before this Honourable Houfe, is only an introdu£^ion to greater 
evils. The Weft Indies, Sir, is the moft vulnerable part of 
our dominions, and being ;^t a diftance, and having no intereft 
IA Parliament, is of pourfe the mpft likely to become an eafy 
ohjtSt of prey to artfiil and defigning men. However, Mr, 
Chairman, our brethren in thofe Iflands being the fons of Bri- 
tons, and their fo^fathers. having carried acjrofs the Atlantic 
Ocean all the rights ax)d privileges that pertain to Britifti fub^ 
jefts, you njay reft perfcftly feisfed that they will not tamely 
fubmit to being robbed of every thing that is pear and dear to 
them. The abolifhing the African Slave Trade, will be an 
abiblute breact)i pf the compa6l that ties the colonies to the ' 
fl^Q^er country^ and being fpux^ded on injuftiqe^ and contrary 
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to the Tpirit and meaning of the laws of England, will meet 
with univerfal refiftance. I am. Sir, perfedly well acquaint^ 
with the temper and difpofitions of the inhabitants of our Weft 
India Iflands ; they pofiefs abilities, having in general receiired 
diebeft education this country affords, and having a lively and 
juft fenfe 6f their own rights and privileges. I conilder it my 
duty, as a moft hearty welt-wiflier to the true interefts of ibig 
country and its' colonies, to inform this Honourable Hoiife, that 
it is not in the power bf Great Britain to prevent the intror 
dufUon of Negroes into the Britiih Weft India Iflands. ~ . ' 
A ferious attention to the ieveral A£is I have mentlancd^ 
and to the many other authorities with which our books ai^^ 
filled, muft fully convince every unprejudiced Member of this 
Honourable Houle, and the community at large, that tlie laws 
in exiftence have given as perfedl fecurity to the lives and 
fortunes of h^s Majefty's fubje£ls in the Weft India IflaiKis, 
as they do to his fubjeds in Great Britain, and that their pro* 
perty cannot be meddled with or diminiflied in any fhape what^ 
ever, without full and am^ compenfation. If Great firitaia. 
Sir, is in a fituation to purchafe the fee fimple of the property 
in all our Iflands, I, for one, have no manner of objection to 
the making of a bargain ; bur, Sir, how is the value to be efti« 
nated ? Why, by a Jtny of the vicinity, agreeable to the priii* 
ciples of die laws of England and of the Colonies ; for I can 
afiure the Honourable Committee, that we are not at all in a 
^ifpofltion to have that material point afcertained by the diT* 
cretionary opinions of the Honoiu^able Gentleman's friends in 
the Old Jewry. However, Sir, to fpeak more ferioufly upon 
the fubjed, have not this Honourable Houfe before them full 
and fatisfadory information of every circumftance with regard 
to our Weft India Colonies ? Do not the Report of the Corn* 
mitcee of Privy Council, and that immenfe body of evidence 
that was taken before a Committee of this Honourable Houfe, 
iand which now lie on your table, tell you moft pofitivdy, that 
our prefent ftock of Negroes cannot be kept up without an 
importation from Africa, and that if the African Trade is abo« 
liflied, there is an end of every fpecies of improvement in all 
loor Vahds f Hoiy are the proprietors o( \ixA\ Va ^^ t:^^^ 



Hands, which were purchafed of Govcriitnont under fpcd^ 
conditions of fcttlement, to be indctnni&ed ? and what is to bc^ 
come of an Honourable Friend of mine> now* a Member q 
^ts Honourable Houfe,. and fitting near m^ wbo with anodic 
Gentleman and royfelf, purchafed the lands that were granta 
by the Crown to Qeneral Monclcton, in the lAand of St. Vixit* 
cent, in the year 1773 0^774, in confequence of the Ad» 
drefs of the Houfe of Comoions of that day to his Majelljr: 
«nd as a feward for tl^t gallant General's military fervicesi 
The American war, which. immediately fuccccded our pur- 
xhafe, prevented our making any progre(s in the fale of diefie 
hnds until the year L7S4'. ^ Our fales then commenced, and 
=wt^nt on brifkly until the year 1 788^ when it was ftrft kno wi 
that a plan was in agitation for aboUfbing the African Slave 
Trade. Since that period, Sir, we have done little or nothingi 
and we have 1500 acies of the land on hand, which will \k 
lOf flo value whatever, if the prefent queftion is carried. . 

Win any Gentleman, either in or out of Parliament, pre* 

^end to fay, that wt have not a juft and equitable claim, upon 

the Government of tliis country, for full and ample compen(a- 

^on ? However, Sir^ waving for a moment the unfa(hionabie 

• <Io£trine of colonial rights, how can compenfation be made to 
ihe many thoufand manufadlurers, who at prefent find employ* 
inent in providing the numberlef$ articles, that are daily waiitcd 
for the ufe and eonfumption of the Weft-India lilands, and who 
tnuft (boner or later experience the diftrefs and inconveniences 
idiat muft attend the prefent phrenzy, if the colonies are £uf-* 
fsred to go to ruin. Is there a fhoe, is. there a ftocking, is 
there a hat, or is there a yard of cloth of any kind, ufed by the 

• Inhabitants of our Iflands, that are not manufadured in Great 
Britain f Nay the very implements of hufba idry, and provi- 
fions and luxuries that arc neceflary for the eonfumption of our 
tables, go from this country, and that at a cofiderable expence 
of frefh commiflious and infurance, every (hilling of which cen-» 
ters in Great Britain. Is not the w')ole forplus revenue of our 
eftates ^nt here^ and are not our children educated ifi this 
country, and inftrufted in thofe principles of affection and loy- 

aft/, thai have ever made them: cotv(\d(!i Qieat Britain as 



tffcirh6tt!e? And left mc, Sir, be permitted to a(k the mbfS 
inveterate of our foes, if we ever have, by^ny aft of feditiort 
or rebeffion, forfeited in the fmalleft degree the countenance 
and protfeilibn, which as fons of Britain, and fubjeifts cf 
the lamb ^ood ^nd gracious Sovereign, we are moft «n-^ 
qucftfonably irttided to. I maintam. Sir, that we have not,ari^ 
therefore :» aCdoniit and in the name of the lintifh W^ft^ 
India Colonies, I demand of the Parlrament of Great Britain^ 
that fiipport and prote£Mpn, which, upon thcr principles bf ga6<! , 
|)olicy and forth, they are in duty boimd'to ailbrd usy m comniHOil 
with the reft of his Ma}cfty"s loyal fubjefts; There is ftiH, Mr. 
Chairman, iicdnfiderationattetidingtfaequefti6nnow before this 
Honourable Houfe, of full as much importance as any I have 
mentioned, Md thatis idie iktal efte£b a diminution of our trade 
would have upon the navigation of Gf eat Britain- Does it not 
appear. Sir, by* the evidence now lying on our taUe, that the 
"Weft-India trade is confidered a moft excelfent nurfery for "&»- 
men, And that m all the wars We have of !atc been engaged in, 
have been found to be the moft aftive, andiifefiil body of men, 
in h?s Majefty's navy? For my part, Sir, confidering the navy 
'as our bcft and ftioft natimil defence, I- am one of thofe whb 
think, thatfeamen ought to be made, by all poffible means ; and 
upon that principle, Sir, I contend that the trade to Africalhould 
meet with every encouragement that this country can give it. 
Indeed I am fo great an enthrtixaft for the incfeafi? of our navi- 
gation and feamen, that while I have the honc\ir of being a 
•Member of this Houfe I^never will givemyconfent \o any mea- 
fure, be it what it Will, that canpoffibly tend to the leflening of 
our number oFfeamcn cne'mtin^ no Sir, not cnemtmi'TLXiA this 'I 
hold to'bc found conftitiitlOnal doftrine, and thofe who are of ia 
different opinion, I will eyer confider as ignorant of the trtre 
intcrcftsof Great Bfitain/aftd enemies to its welfare and prof- 
perity. 
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Mr. Vavghan. I rife, Mr. Cbsurman, for the firft fhiv 
of fpeaklng in this Houfe, to remove feme prejudices relped- 
ing the Colonies, the conduct and circumftaiices of which- have 
been involved in the quefiion relative to die Slave Trade, 2siii 
complicated with it bj the Honourable Gentleman^ wha has 
brought forward the queftion, and by odiers. The treatment 
of Negroes in the Weft Indies, has been ftated as an obje^on 
to fend any more to tbofe iflands. It becomes therefore neceC* 
Bury to endeavour to remove the prejudices diat prevail, and a$ 
l am a Weft Indian by birth, and am conne£led with the iflands 
by profeflion and private fortune, having property in the Weft 
Indies, I can ^ak from my own teftimony, and from the 
evidence of my own fenfes, but I fliall not be long upon the 
fubje£t, though it is my intention to take rather a wide view of 
it. With refpeS to my being a Merchant, it is my pride. I 
prefer independence to every other condition, and though I 
may have profited by the friendfliip of perfons of conflderable 
rank in this country, I choofe to be the archite£l of my own 
fortune. In the early part of my life, I own, no man was 
more ftrongly in favour of the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
than I was. I was educated by a Gentleman well known in 
the world of letters, by Dr. Prieftley, and by the hthtr of Mrs. 
Barbauld, who were both of them intimately acquainted with 
the Weft India Hiftory, and friends to the idea of Abolition. 
Their fentiments I had imbibed, but although bred at the feet 
,of Gamaliel) having xefolved to judge for myfelf, I left Eng* 
land, and went to Jamaica. There I foon found my notions 
ihaken, and my fyftems embarrafted. A ftate of civilization 
creates wants of the mind merely,, whereas a ftate of flavery 
regards only thofe of the body. The Slaves, therefore, would 
not exert xhemfelves eafily for hire, and I found the Negroes 
by no means in a condition fit to receive civilization. Next id 
my father's eftatc were feveral Maroon Negroes, a people who 
refufe to do any work whatever, but throw all the laboUr oi| 
their wives. The whites alfo, I foon faw, could not replace 
the Negroes in the field ; a fa6l which the Sierra Leona Com* 
pany have themfelves apknowledged, in oppofition to the aiTer- 
don of Mr. Ramfay. In confirmation of this remark, I beg 
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leave to read from the Report of die Sierra Leone Company 
die following quotation^ viz. *^The im^ffibility of finding 
any Europeans who can work in Afiica in the [un^ without the 
tttmoft prejudice to fheir healthy has made tile Dlred^ors con- 
ceive it to be dieir duty to difcbiirage labourers from hence> 
who \iirouId go out with this view/' I foiihd the Situation of 
the Negroes in the Weft Indies much better than I could have 
imagined. The poor in all countries are hardly ufed, and the 
Negroes cannot be fuppofed to be in an elevated fituadon^ 
but excepting with refpefi.to dieir liberty, I will venture to 
fay, tHey are. in plight s^nd neceflaries as well off as the poor ixi 
this and fueh other countries in Europe as I have feen. 't'hey 
have little want of clpthes or fiiel^ firom die warmth of the di* 
mate} they havea Houle aiid hnd gratis', no fucb thing as im« 
prifonmenc for debt exifts diere, and they are n6t deterred from 
marrying through fear of not being able to (hpport a family; 
their orphan^ and wid6ws are always taken care of, as they 
diemielves are when old, or when they meet with accidents. 
Phyfic, furgery, midwifery, and attendance, are fumiOie<i 
grstisj fo that no poor laws were requifite for their fupport* 
They have their private prpperty, which no mafter ever takes 
from them ; and were perfe^y refign^ at the time I was abroadf 
to their fituation, and looked for nothing beyond it. An anecr 
dote that came to my knowledge, will ferve to evince their re* 
fignation: a flave being idle, was reproved by his overfeer, wh^ 
(aid, *' For what purpofe dp you think your mafter purchafed' 
you, but to work for him ?*' The queftion .was unanfwerablet 
and the flave was filent, and immediatjcly.beg^ to work. Ne* 
groes form the labouring poor of theiflands^ and with refpeft 
to neceilaries, they Appear as happy as any other poor^ have as 
many amufements of. their own, and as much chearfulheft* 
Perhaps perfons were prejudiced by Jiving in towns to which 
Negroes were often (ent for punifhment, and where there Were 
many fmall propriejtors, or by /eeing no Negro otherwife than 
as one of the labouring poor. It is crud to (ay, as Mr. Ram(ay '< 
has done, that they have wAy^ff^r or five hours to themfelvcs in 
the four and twenty ; for this • i^ not -euou^ fot &^^^ tccime^ 
Ud for their night rambles ; aikl it Vvas^teu &^ed^^%X'Sck^l h^^c^. 
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about in the courfe of the night to a confiderable diftance. Oi 
the whole, they only want liberty, and only occafionaUy (ufiei 
cruelties* As to Africa, there feems to be no way at prefen 
of preventing her fupplying frcfh fiaves, fo that I lee xk 
means of correding what is wrong even in die importation oi 
flaves, unleTs from a change in the fpirit of the timesi . not beinj 
a Minifter, and not having poflfeffion of an Alexander's (word 
to cut the Gordian knot by force, in the &cc of Afis of Parlia- 
ment and without providing indemnity to the concerned. Thus 
I felt and reafoned, when in the iflands. I cannot omft to notice 
afetof prejudices refpeStng the Colonies. As, firft, that it is 
nothing but cruelty which occafioned the inequalFty of deadxs 
and births. Is it criietty that ocqalions the fuperiority of deaths 
to births in the great city of London ; or in particular clafles 
of people in all places, as domefticfervants^ (oldiers, &c.? It is 
bwihg.to celibacy or difcafe, according to the cafe. Among the 
Negroes, it is owing to the plan formerly prevtuling, of having 
more maks than females imported, and to the diflbtutenels of thefe 
people, as well as to the d!fea(es peciiRar to themfelves, efpecially 
among the children, whofe frequent deaths, on a particular date 
from their birth, and their doing well in general, if they fiurvive 
that date, cannot be owing to cruelty. . The two opinions appear 
to be contradiftory, that the Negroes arc wafting from cruelty, 
and yet that they increafe fo as to make farther importation fuper- 
fl'uous. With regard to population, even in thofe iflands which 
fiearly keep up their numbers by procreation, there is a difficulty, 
which is, that the circumftance may be owing to tfie increafe on 
one eftate, compenlating forloHes upon another. But it fhould be 
confidcred, that thefe eftates wilt not interchange their numbers. 
Whereas, where labourers are freemen, they circulate from one 
employer to another, and appear wherever they are viranted. In 
fin ail eflatcs, or fmall iflands, any calamity makes a deep and 
permanent impreffion on population, fuch as famine, plague, 
finall-pox, or war; Mdiich is exemplified in Indian tribes, and 
prG?yed by many cafes Inbiftory. Some of thefe caufcs have 
lately operated in the Weft Indies. This is a point to be al- 
lowed for. All chafHfement aMb with refpedl to Negroes is not 
cru&kjr. The owners of flavc#\trvenS\7 vnflaAww *«.t^ ft^ta 
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allpublicjufticei fo that criminals, who v^uld be puUicIy ext*- ' 
cuted elfewhere^ are often kept alive by their mafler, and liable 
to be found puniflied again and again from repe^ti;ig their faults. 
Diftributive juftice occaiions many puniflaments, as or:e flave 
is to be protected againft every other flave; and when one fl^ve*' 
pilfers frohi another, iKen the mafter interfered* The care <^ 
tbfi J^fegroes themfeLves, as to their health, provifions, clothing,' 
family, and the like, occaTions other punifhments. All this is 
to be diftinguiflied from punifliments , to epfbrce labour^ or 
ariiing from cruelty. So far arc flie Negroes from being neg- ] 
leded, that infinite anxiety occurs with mahy mailers "aboutt 
their flaves, whom they often vifit in perfoh when in ficlcnefs ;* 
;ind the evidence hefori the'Houfe has ilated, th'^ nine, pounds 
ftcrling have been given for' attending a difficult cafe in mid*' 
mfery. Many difeafes are joew to European^ in the Inahc!^,' 
and require time to admit of'a plan of cure. * This dimihiition 
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of numbers in. Negroes in. the Colonies may happbh without' 
crudtyj as I hope Ihaveprbved^ andfucn diminiitioh atofe- 
f ent there certainly is. Circumftances of a very diJEfreiit* iiiid? 
re(pe£ling the Colonies, require fome nofjce'tp pirey^f rmlfcgn- 
ftruttion. • _ '- 

The 
when ii 

ilaves, are liable /or .example to pfcuduce mifcnief^ whTc)i'T;^fis 
worthy of x)bviating, hy obferving, that .as '.Indigo is a plant 
which has no oiFals, and is good for neither iqan nor beaff^' Jq 
fugar is an article of cultivation known' to.he Favourable to both; 
and as the Planters will not confent to keep th'eif Negr6es jdlr^ 
and cannot pay the expence of providing foe th'ecn if they'did^ 
it is beft tolet the Negroes be jimploycd pn.wixittis molt aff- 
vaatageous for them.. Axiq&er" objeaion iV that the* fcropso/ 
fhe Sugar Colonics' are'Iu&j'e<^' to many cafudtiesi which' mak^ 
them precarious objects of attention Jto the qfibther country ; biii 
i^ibould be remembered^' tnat 'genflemeH "HerelkKyc farmers In* 
|;erpofed between tbemfedvesina the fluctuations of their crops; 
whereas in the Iflands, the Planters in .general bold, their ^ftatcs 
in hand, cultivate them themfelveS) and th<&tc.{b»t^ '^^5?^ f^^v^ 
nwisttion of csops. A third'objcfidoxv \^^ '^i^^^ Cc&xix^'^ -^^ 
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monopolifts, and iell Aigar deir, and get grcae profits. The 
Colony-fyftem, which is the occafioh of a mutual monopolji 
has indeed given advantages to foiiie Planter^ ; b'ut other Plan- 
ters have purchafed from the lirft coolers, fo as to have bar^ 
profits left to thepn at prefent.' 

On the iiriiole^ to revert to the Negroes, I have gone over 
thfc ifland, from one end to the other, and I have (een little of 
che great cruelty to Negroes talked of.^ None at all on the! 
eflate where I refided ; and the whip, the. flocks, and confine« 
ment alone, have been feen by me in ufe in other phces ; and' 
I have been on the ifland (even months. Some Slaves belong- 
ing to my father^s eftate once brought me fome pine-apples ; I 
didnotchufe to give them their price, and they took them 
a^y. In feA, my father^s own Slaves, when they received, 
money for over«hours, fpent it in their own way. They did^ 
not ufually coqpe home at their dinner hour, but took a longer 
tjme at fupper. . 

l^otwithj^anding all I. have faid, I acknowledge there is 
room (or inuch amendment. Thofe perfons who complain of 
tiie Colonifts may do much fervice by going out to the ifland<« 
and by teaching the^planters how to take care of their eftates, 
and preiervc the Negroes ; for which purpofe many Planters 
are ready to fell their propertifis to them at advantageous prices. 
Miffioiiaries, Tooie blfthe Clei'gy for ihftahce*' at prefent in the 
gallery, and witnef&s of the debate^ may be of the utmoft ufe 
in the iflands. The Catholics, in ffie Ceded Iflands, and the 
Moravians , at Antigua, have each of them been of great 
benefit; ani'maiiy Planters, and ftvcral of the Local Houfes 
(Of.Aflembly. have. recommended attention to the expedient. 
Wliere religion' is* once inffillccl, there" will be lefs punifh- 
fnent, more work done,' and. the work.'betteiiidone l more mar- 
riages, more ifllie^ and more attachment to their maflers and 




^churcl^ or thc^ law^ 9^ P^ army. ' . Tficir communications to 
iftr /Niw'c wiU contribute greatly to the ^u\)\k X^ivt^x. TVa^ 
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win ha^yt nmj -ncyr difcafes.tp ciicouateiv among thjB N(groe$* 
in die.iflands, where th^fe is no ancient pra^icef nor know* 
ledg^ derived fxoax neighbouring countries, (o affift them*«^ 
Th^ difeafes of Negro tn&nts are particularly worthy their 
attention, as I myf^ know no remedy for the great difeafe by 
wiMCb infiuptf are carried off in fucb prodigious numbers* 

IPa^-rWork it another improvement, which I wifii tf> havt- 
introduced. . There are inconveniences in it eaiily avpide^ 
fvtcb as having too much ftrain upon the Negro at one time^ 
a|id too much idle time at his comnaai^ in confequence^ at^ 
another, &c, &c. 

Premiums havp been giyen to mothjers and to overfeers, folr 
die number of children reared by them ;• but fathers hxfe hW 
thertP been forgotten, who may contribute much to this 3ie«» 
ceSary work. To. premiun)s may be ^^dded honorary difti«>. - 
tiofiSit and feveral ^Ud advantages, whi<h wouU coft nothing* 
to the owner. 

N^ro eVidenoe i^iould be aHowed to be given in courts qf • 
laW| at tibe difcre^n of .t^e court or jury to acc^ it, accord* 
i^gtotiie naturcfof the cafe. 

Cruel mafters ought to be kept in order, in various ways*. 
Their Negroes (hould be taken frpm them, and. put into triilt*. 
Every inftrument of punifhment fhould be baniihed befide di»^ 
whip, to which may be added confinement. The limitation 
of the number of laihes in the cafe of the whip being infuffi- 
cidn^ it flioQld be ordered, that the piinilhment Should not 
be repeated till after due intervals. The repetition of thirty^ 
nine laihes (bould be fiibftituted for four-fcore. Perhaps eveit 
the whip will foon be found to be ttfelefs. Noidanger cair 
occur in making examples of white perfqns for oppreffion pf 
their Slaves. Juftice is of more confequence than artifice i 
^d principles of mpfe influence than individuals.: But it i$* 
too late to hefitate ^ ^ the thing muft be. The puUic expect: ie^ 
The charaifters of thofe Gdonifts, whofe conduft is exem*' 
idaiy,.. lire hurt bybehig confounded with thofe of other' 
men of a- lOi^irer • tod* nidre bafe order. ' It is terrible to think 
how &r the principle of fheltering the whites may.go, wbicK. 
yet in eSe^, ou^t (6 extend no fax^ti lidac^ v^ titce^ar^ \^ 
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f$CMri the Jinf ices ef the Slave on one ftii^ and his preteffion m 
tie other. Mr. Locke, indeed, in his Conftitution of Carp' 
lina, fays, that the aadiority and power of the maftcr is abfo- 
lute i but he is obliged to leave the Slave at leaft the dioice ol 
his religion, as well as the liberty of attending it. -* 

If die Abdition of the Slave Trade does pa6, I truft fooie 
attendm will be pud to indemnification. Without go&ig 
fardier into the fubjed at prefent, it cannot be forgbtten that 
roany choufand acres have been fold in the Ceded Iflands, for 
6 or 700,ooo]« and that many hundred thoufand acres have' 
long paid quit-rents in Jamaica, though not fully cultivated.' 
The only indemnity wanted is that of labourers, which is an 
indemnity in kind. If free labourers can be found in Africa^' 
the Planters will be glad ^ them^ as they only want labbihv^ 
whether paid for daily or otherwife. They do not want fiaves' 
to tyrannise wtt: Perhaps it is, after all, from Afrieanv 
labourers, free or otherwife, that th: whole of the parts pf- 
America^ now imfetded, will finally 1>e peopled. I beg leave 
to conclude, by afking, whether Mr* Wilberforce does not' 
defign to fufFer his queftion to be divided ^ namdy, to have it* 
voted generally iirA^ for the Abolition, without aiiy limitation ; 
md then to leave room for the infcrtion of a limited time^ if 
voted for ? 



Mr, WiLBERFORCB. I am happy to find, that, though ^* 
H jDourable Gentleman does not thick with me that an imme^l 
dSflte Abolition pught to take place, ftill he is of opinion an^ 
jfioUtion fhosM t2i}ffi p\^Ct , * 

^ Sitice charity obliges ub to wiQi ik2|;]I to the fcx^s of meOf aod^^. 
ligfbe oi^t!lb'alter nothing m any xnan'^ ciVil eftate or right, it fbaU 
be lawfal far Slaves j as well as others, to enter themfelves, and be of 
Kh9t church or pmfcflion any of tfcfem fhali th^k Htftf and thereof he 
as fully.pietobcr* a» any freemen. But yet^ no'Slarre- (hall hereby be 
exempted from that civil domk^onJbi^ mtfterliathoveriiim, but be in; 
all other things in the ia^ne ftate ^d cpfiditipin Jie w<^s io befbre. . 

£¥ery fixeinan of Carolina ihall ^ave -abfolute power and authority 
crcrhig Negrh Slsiy^ of whatt)piniyR.or ttU^oi\&cv^i. 
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Mr. H- Thornton. I confefs to you* Sir^ J have felt 
fome kind of regret, that the perfonis who this day ftand the 
mod forward in oppofing the Motion of my Honourable Friend* 
fhould both of them be mercantile Gentlemen, both of them 
alio declaring themielves to Be conilderably interefted.in the 
^uefiion. I wa$ in. hopes tbat fome more political perfon^ 
might hav6 ted that fide of the debate, and that I might have 
been {pSLtcd the mortification of feeing the commercial cha^ 
ra£{er difcredited, as it muft be, if commercial Gentlemen are 
td take the leadf in oppofing the Abdition of. the Slave Trade. 

I am afraid an opitrioti has already gone forth in this coun-« 
try, t&aC on the one' fide of the preient queftlon are all the; 
thlnkmg, the' difrntereAed, the liberal, the more virtuous part of 
(he community, as welt as all the chief j)QliticaI characters of the 
country ; and diat ot%, the other fide a mere narrow mercantile 
intereft is oppofed ' to. them. For the bkcy therefore, of our 
mercantile reputation and honour, I, who confider myfelf as 
bfte of that body, could undoubtedly have wifiied. that the 
odiunri of fupporting ^this horrid trade might not light fo pecu- 
Karfy upon us. 

It appears to me^ that not one word of all that has fallen from 
the two Honourable Gentlemen who (poke Iaft> applies in reality 
to the ffunn qnejiion before the Committee j^ and it is a cir-. 
cumflance extremely remarkable, that the two Hoaourable 
Gentlemen, who ieem to lead the oppofition to the Motion* 
before you, (hould both of them have either quite negleSed or 
purpofely avoided to touch at all on that point on which my Ho-^ 
iioucable Friend has reftcd the whole ftrefs of his argument^ 

They have neither of them, in any one part of their ^eechcs, 
fo much as adverted to the manner ef procuring Slaves on the 
eoaji of Africa^ and diis my Hon. Friend has always fitted 
to be the very jet of the whole queftion. They both have 
urgf^d it upon the Houfe, that the Slaves are well ufed in the 
Weft Indies, and that more importations arc wanted; but it 
really does not fecm to have occurred to them, nor to have made 
atiy part of their confidoration, whether thefe firefli Slaves ard 
got from Africa by "faif ahd proper means, or whether they ar< 
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dt>tained (^ h^ been charged upoa tfaieitn) by rapine, rol 
bcry, and murden 

The fubftance of the fpeeches of the two Honourable Gei 
tietnen, appears to me to have been this : The one HonouraU 
Gentleman argued that the Slaves Mrere fuftciently happ} 
^ccotimg to the prefent fyftem, in the Weft Indies i the othe 
flonourable Gentleman pointed out a great variety of pard 
culars by which much improvement might be made in thel 
Condition. In this refped, we quite agree with the Honour* 
able Gentleman v^o fpoke laft. We (ay, as he does, diat a 
variety of meafures may be taken for the advantage of die 
Slaves, and the improvepieht of their population. We agree 
with him, thatthefe improvements hzwthttn /peculated upon, 
and by (bme individual Gentlemen, in their chfets^ have feri- 
oufly been thought of. But then we fay alfo, that it is nothing, 
in fa^ but the Abolition of the Slave Trade, that will reduce 
tfaefe /peculations into praSfice ; and that the aera of its Abo* 
Iition will be the aera of beginning this new. fyftem, which 
nothing (hort of this will induce the Weft Indians in goo4 
earneft to accomplifb, . The one Honourable Gendeman 
tells us, that he has been over to the Weft Indies for the 
(ake of knowing the real ftate of things there. The other 
Honourable Gentleman tells us, he alfo has refided there. It 
is die Weft Indies, and the Weft Indies only, that they fpeak of| 
{or neither the one nor the other of them appears, ever for ono 
moment, even in imagination, to have travelled to Africa. 

The dreadful injuftice of this trad^ confifts in the Africaa 
part of the queftion. Africa is to be ftripped of its inhabi- 
tants, no matter by what means, in order to fupply a popular 
tion that is faid to be wanted in the Weft Indies. And thus 
die Honourable Gentlemen have reminded me of the Dutch 

* « ■ . 

proverb, **My fon, get money, honeftly if you can— but get 
money." The proverb, indeed, is improved in the prefent 
Inftance, by the fubftitudon of a word, which renders it a 
dioufand dmes more profligate; for the prefent maxim is, *< Get 
ilefvef^ honeftly if you can— -but get Slaves." 
I wiib as much as the two Honourable Gendemen who 
Ipokc lsL&^ to confider diis queftioxv Va s^ tcii^tc9kSiu\t ^vt>x dl 
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view. But when I fey this, I do not mean in- a narrow, felfifli, 
or perfbpal view, but on. the liberal aiid enlarged principles of 
national commerce. 

It happens in trade, as it does in every other profeffion of 
life, that there are certain individuals, and perhaps certaia 
branches of the profei&on, that are a fcandal and difgrace to 
it ; and that man, Sir, is, in my opinion, the beft friend to his 
profeffion, whatever his profeffion be, who endeavours to fepa- 
rate every thing in it that is fair and juft and legitimate, from 
every thing that is irregular and illegitimate, who diftinguifhes 
v^hat is honourable from what is vile, and fairly furrenders up 
to the juft condemnation of Parlianient and of the country^ 
every pradlice and every principle of his profeffion, which is 
found to be inconfiftent with the didates of humanity and 
juftice. ' I think that I am doing a fervice to that profeffion, to 
which I confider myfelf as belonging, by this obfervation, and 
that I am refcuing commerce itfelf from the foul imputations 
under which it labours, by the endeavours that have been made 
to confider the Slave Trade as a necellary link in the chain, or 
an eflential part of the national commerce. 

It cannot be ncceflary that I fhould enter much at length .into 
the nature o( this trade, and the manner of its being carried on 
in Africa. My Honourable Friend has eftabliflied this part of 
his queftion beyond all controverfy. He has this day added to all 
the other.mafs of evidence, two or three farther ftories of enor- 
mities committed in Africa, infomuch that I fhould think that 
no man in the Houfe, commercial or not commercial, could 
have failed to be deeply imprefled by them. The Honourable 
Gendemen, however, feem to have taken no notice of them, 
and to remain ftill unmoved by any thing that relates to the 
African part of the queftion. 

Happening, however, in my fituation of a Diredlor of the 
Sierra Leone Company, to become a good deal acqainted with 
ibmc circumftance^ that refpeft the Slave Trade in that part, 
although the fame kind of fa£ls are already fufficiently efta- 
blifhed in the body of evidence on your table, it may not be 
improper for me to enter, for a few minutes, into this fubjed. 
The Committee may perhaps be enabled^ byafe^ir fawvlllaj: 
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inftances, to jitdgc ftill more ckaHy what is the natittc 
that trade whtdi they are requeftcd not to abdiih. 

I will firft, however, premife, that what I am going 
tnentton are hSts coming within the actual view of the peri 
from whom I liad them. — ^That they have arifen fince the Is 
year's docifion on this ft*jc(5.-- That they have all come with 
l!he obfervation of one fingle individual ; have happened in ll 
fpace of about three or four m<Midis, pn one fide of the rivi 
Sierra Leone, and within half a mile or a mile of the little tow 
where the Agent of the Sierra Leone Company was dien living 
I may alfo obferve, that the particular part of Africa whid 
I am fpeakifig of, has been by no means charged in the evi* 
dence with being a fccne of peculiar violence ; on the con- 
trary, my Honourable Friend feems to have had rather lefi 
fufpicton of the prevalence of kidnapping, and of other out* 
rages, in this than in moft other parts. Will the Houfe then 
accept of this as a fpecimen of what the African Slave Trade 
is ? and will they judge of the other parts, where the (ame mi- 
nute information is wanting, by this fample ? 

Mr. Falconbridgc, Agent to the Sierra Leone Company^ 
fitting on^ evening in the town of the free fettlers, who went 
out fome years ago from England, beard a great fhout, and 
immediately afterwards the report of a gun. Fearing an at- 
tack upon his little fettiement, he iafbuitly armed forty of the 
fettlers, and ruflied wkh riiem to die place from whence the 
found came ; he found a poor wretch, ^who had been croffing 
over from a neighbouring town, in the hands of a party of 
kidnappers, who were tying ^s hands ; and it appeared that 
the (hout and the repdrt of the gun were the cxpreHions of joy 
at having had the good luck to catch the man : Although this 
unhappy wretch was flirieking bitterly, the Company*s Agent 
could not think of irefouing him, knowing, that from the de- 
fencelefs ftaie of hts own town, retaliation might be made on 
the fettlers fefiding there. Another p^rfon, who was an eye- 
witnefs to this icene, confirmed the ftory to me. 

On another day a young woman, living half a mile ofl^ was 
fold, without any criminal charge. whatever*^ to one of the 

■!:.-. ' flavc 
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Have fiiips^ She was well acquamted with ouf Agents wife, 
and had been with her the day before. Her crie$ weve heardy 
but it was impoffible to refeae her ; afid && therefore is gpne^ 
to improve the population of the Weft Iiidies. 

At anodier time, x yocuig lad^ about iixteen years of age^ 
himfelf one of the free fettlcrs who went from Englaridy was 
caught by a neighbcmriiig. chief, two or tfaf ee mHes oS, as he 
was ftraggling alone from home, « and fold for a flave, charged/ 
DVEith no crime or fault whatever. The pretext was, that fome: 
oAe elfe in the town hod committed an dfencis, and the iirft 
perfiDn who could be found was feiaed inf confecpieiBce ^ being 
fisen in his chains before he was got to tbe ftip, he was hap- 
piij recovered by the ftee fettkrs feizing and dareate&ing Uy fell' 
a man of the &me towa where the chief refided. 

In order to mark to the Haa&y ftilL atore forciJDly^ the fcenes 
of domeftic mifery to which the Slave Trade gives birth^ I 
will now mention the cafe of one individu^ faatily, the only 
femiiy that has come uadei} my immediate vievi^';; aiftd thisalfo: 
may ferve as a familiar inftance of the' wretchedoe&, whi^^^h^f 
ki a thiMifand fimilar cafes, the Slave Trade nwsft, from its* 
very nature, give occafiom to. I mean the £unily of king^* 
Naimbanna, the king ot chief of that coobtt^y;. a man He* 
markable for the peaceableneik of his dii|>ofition9» proteded' as- 
much as any man can- b« pioteded from thefe vniol/anccs;;! at- 
tached to* his family, living as fecorely as he can on his little 
iiland, wifbing to keepi peace, and to promote the bapptinefs of 
all around him. It has hapfiened to thisi refpcSable perfon^ 
in no lefsthdn three feparate inflances, tQihafvefanehranchel 
of his femily kidnapped^ and carried o$ to the -Weft Indies. 
At one time three wert^ decoyed on board ;ibip,.<m pretence 
of buying fomethingof them, and carried off, np!:€uie knowS^ 
whither, by a Dani(h ilave ihip. At another time, another 
Illation was induced to pilot a flave ve^l down, the river; 
Ke begged to be put on (hope when he <^me oppofite his own 
town, but he was preded ta pilot her downtto the mouth of 
the river. The Captain then pleaded the impra(%cability of 
putting him on (hore, carried him to Jamaica, and atl^ly 
fold him for a flave 5 happily, ho'i;:^vw^ ^\^tX'^t^«^%^^t»^'^^ 

La ^^ 
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by another velTel to Jamaica immediately after, and the i 
widi feme difficulty, having applied, as I underftand, to 
Governor of Jamaica, having proved that he was kidnap, 
and having the advantage (which was a moft material poi 
of being able to fpeak Englifh, was reflored to his feroil] 
Sierra Leone. 

Another connexion of King Naimbanna was alfo kidna 
ped, and is now, no doubt, working under the whip of foi 
overfeen He alfo is gone to increafe the population of o 
iflands, and is doomed to perpetual flavery in the Weft Indie 

If the Honourable Gentleman over the way (Mr. Vaughai 
will excufe my troubling him for the printed Reports of tl 
Sierra Leone Company, out of which he has quoted on 
paiiage to the Houfe, I (hould be glad to read from it par 
of a letter from King Naimbanna, addreiled to Mr* GrenvilL 
Sharp, on this fubjed. 

' Mr. Vaughan having handed the book to Mr* H. Thornton, 
be read the following paflage : ^ It has been told that diefe 
** people (the free fettlers from England) would in time drive 
^^ me, by force of arms, back into the country, and take 
** my ports from me. I have received feveral accounts from 
^^ feftories and Captains of (hips (viz. fiave fatSlories and 
^ flave Captains) againft the fettlement, which I took no 

notice of, as I conceived it was, in my opinion, fpite or envy 

that they had againft their living in Ae country ; but have 
** ferved them in any little requeft they aflced of me, and have 
^ endeavoured to keep peace between them and my people, 
*^ and alfo among themielves, by fettling a great many dif- 
** quiets between them* It was pleafure to do it, as I thought 
*' they would beconoe ufeful to us all ia this country, by teach-. 
*' ing us tilings vfe know not ; and common reafon muft tell, 
** that the moft ignorant people in the world, would be glad 
** to fee their country made good, if they had idea how it 
** might be done. And again, I muft let you know, that 
*' if there were no other reafon for my wifhing for the welfare 
•* of the fettlement, I (hould do it that there might be ftop 
•* put to the horrid depredations that are fo often cemroitted 
*' in tbis countrvy by all couutncs th^x. com^ \i^t^ ^^ xr^^^^ 
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*' There are three diftant relations of mine now in the Wtft 
" Indies, carried away by one Captain Cox, Captain of a 
** Danifh fhip ; their names as follow : Corpro, Banna, and 
** Morbour. Thefc were taken out of my river Sierra Leone, 
*^ I know not how to get them back. I never hurt or dc- 
** prived any perfon of their right or property, or withheld 
** from them what is their due ; fo I only let you know of 
*' thefe lads, that there will be an account taken of them 
*^ one day or other. — I ever was partial to the people of 
•* Great Britain, for which caufe I have put up with a great 
^ deal of infults from them, more than I (hould from any other 
^ country," 

I will mention one other ftory, of fo horrible a nature as 
almoft to exceed belief. It is the cafe of a fon who fold his owa 
father, in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, for whom he 
got a confiderable price j for as the father was rich in the num- 
ber of his domeilic flaves, it was not doubted that he would 
redeem himfelf almoft at any price. The old man ac« 
cordingly fold twenty -two of his domeftic flaves, as the price 
of his ranfom ; and the reft of his domeftics, being from that 
time filled with apprehenfions of being on fome ground or other 
fold totheflave ftiips, fled from the dwelling of their mafter, 
to the mountains of Sierra Leone, where they now drag on^ 
miferable and precarious life. The fon himfelf was fold in 
his turn, foon after. In fhort, the whole of that un- 
happy peninfula, as I learn from eye-wrtnefles, has been defo- 
lated by the trade in flaves. Towns are feen ftanding without 
inhabitants, all along the coaft, in feveral of which our Agent 
has been. Every man is armed, if he ftirs from home. For- 
merly the country was in a ftate much nearer to civilization. 
The old men at Sierra Leone will tell you, that before the Slave 
Trade bad rifen, there were even fome iron manufadories upon 
the coaft : but every part acceflible to the flave fliips, appears 
to have become a fcene of defolation and ruin. 

I hope. Sir, after what I have now faid, that the Houfe will 
think me fully juftified in confidering the prefent queftion, not 
as if it were the abolition of a trade^ but as the abolition of 
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ibmething die moji opp^Jtte to trade that can poffiMy be con- 
ceived. Unfortunate)y, the Slave Trade has got the name of 
2 tracie, and many people have been deceived by the mere ex« ' 
preffion : fo far from being a trade^ it is abfolutely the reverie 
cf it f It is a war^ it is not a tradi. It is a crimen it is not a 
lornmerci. It is that which prevents the introdu<Slion of a 
tmde into Africa) and this in a thoufand ways, as I cou]d eafily 
prove, if I were not afraid of trefpaffing too fer on the patience 
of this Committee. It is the mo({ <7»//-conHncrcial of any thing 
that can well be imagined ; preventing even the introdu£Hon of 
diofe antecedent nieafures towards the eftabli&ment of a trade^ 
which are in the firft place neceflary. I will mention one cir- 
cumftance that has called up much of my attention, which, 
might not commonly occurJ The want of cultivation, asP 
w^ll as population, in thofe parts which would naturaUy be 
cbofen (or an European fettlenient, is a circumftance that ex- 
ceedingly aggravates the unhealthinefe of that climate. . It 19 
tnty by clearing and cultivating the lands that the climate canp 
be made healthr, and it is the Slave Trade that, by difperfing' 
the inhabitants of the coaft, and cauftiig the fends to remain 
uncultivated, makes the coaft at prcfent much more unhealthy 
than the interior parts. In (hort, we have found, in attempt- 
*ing to fettle our little colony, that it is the Slave Trade which 
forms our chief difficulty ; that it is an obftacle which oppofes ^ 
itfetf to us in a thoufand ways ; that it creates more difficulty 
and cmbarraflment than all the natural impediments, and is more 
hard to contend with than any difficulties of climate, foiF, or 
natural dif^ofition^ of the people, 

I think I may fairly fay, therefore, that it is on commercial 
prindples, and as wifhing well to the commercial intereft of 
this country, that I plead for its abolition. 

Having faid fo much on the commercial part of this fubjeft, 
there is one other ground on which I will fay a few words j and 
1 am the more induced to dp it, becaufe I think my Honourable 
Friend was rather {hort upon this part of his argument. I 
ipeak of the opinion of the fe&ple of this country^ which has 
laitely begun to fliew itfclf. I do not wilh to turn this too much' 
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^iato a ^onfthutional queflipn, being of opuiioni that perhatps V9€ 
are too apt in this Houfe to confider every queilioa we ai^ue as 
fome way afFe£Ung the conftitution. I will, however, makm 
this plain obfervation, that it is of the utinoft confequence to 
the maintenance of, the conftitution of this cx>unUy, that the 
reputation 9f P^irliament £houki be maimained» The peOii> 
pie, and eipecially the more thinking and virtuous {»rt of 
the community, conTider this as a qtieftion that addrefTes itfetf 
to their canfciemes ; and they are not likely to deTift ^om peti- 
tioning this Houfe. Nothing, therefore, can more ppe}udice 
the charaSer of Parliament in the country. In no way can we 
' give a greater handle to thofe who wifh ill to the prefent con- 
ftitution, than by any vote of ou;:'s, that Ihould imply, that the 
Legijlativ€ Body of this country is the more corrupt part of it. 
It is of the utmoft importance that we Ihould not be'tbought by 
our conftituents flow to adopt principles of juftice, or more deaf 
than they are themfelves to the voice of humanity. The people 
have ihown, by the terms which may be feen in their'pctitions, 
as well as Ae petitions themfelves, that they do not confider Ais 
queftion merely in the light, in which the Honourable Gentle- 
men who fpoke laft, feemed to have confidered it ; but diey 
feel a guilt leaching itfelf to them, fo long as this trade lafts, 
and from this guilt it is, that they pray^us, their reprefentatives, 
to deliver them. It feems to me, in this view of the queftion^ 
|hat it is a very ferious fubjedl indeed. 

It has been fometimes infmuated, that Parliament, by inter- 
fering in this trade, departs from its proper fundions. No idea 
can be more abfurd or faUe than this. Why are we fent to Parlia- 
ment? Is not the corre&ion of abufes among ail the fubjeSs 
over whom we have authority, the jw^per bufinefe of the Le-* 
giflature ? To watch over the various abufes as they arifc in the 
feveral profeffions of life, and to make from time to time frefh 
laws for their correftion, is our proper, and even our daily and 
ordinary bufmefs. There are many evils, which, from their 
diftance or infignificance, efcape our notice at fir ft ; but when 
they are grown into confequence, it is then that the Legiflature 
notices them, and thinks itfelf indifpenfibly bound to. interfere. 
In every view of the f^bjeS, therefore^ 1 xrq8l\«»x^^ S>x^^^«ix 



^ii 



( 80 ) 

* 

A e motion of my Honourable Friend. I with for the AbolttioJ 
of this Trade, Firft, as I hare ftated, for the fake of th< 
commisrcial honour, and the commercial intereft of this coun« 
try. I wifh for its abolition alfo, becaufe I wifh to maintaiQ 
the good fame and reputation of Parliament, on which fo ma« 
terially depends the maintenance of our happy conftitution ; but 
^moft of all I wifh the Abolition of this Trade on thofe eternal 
principles of juflice, as well as humanity, to which nation^ 
as well as individuals, are bound in all their condu«£l to conform 
diemfelves. 



Mik Vaughan, in explanation. The Honourable Gentle- 
man who fpoke laft fuppofcs that I am a friend to Slavery. I 
£ud I had fome property in the Weft Indies, and, beipg an 
dder fon, might have looked to the poffeffion of Negroes ; *but 
J declare I never had, nor ever will be pofleffed of a (Jave. As 
to the Slave Trade, I thought what I had faid might have ex- 
plained my feelings. I would facrifice any thing to a pru4ent 
termination of both evils, for all perfons muft wifh that neither 
had commenced. I was anxious to protc£l abfent charadiers, 
and confined myfelf to parts which might, in the refult, re* 
move prejudices from the Colonifts. 



Mr. Thornton, in reply to Mr, Vaughan. I have not 
meant, by any thing I have faid, to refleft perfonally on the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman as a friend to flavery. On the contrary, I 
have wilhed rather to fay every thing that is refpeftful of both 
the Honourable Gentlemen. It is rather the Slave Trade^ than 
ft&very, I have fpoken againft. 



Colonel Tarle TON. Sir, notwithflanding all the violence 

with which this motion was fupported laft year; notwithftand- 

ing the indefatigable exertions of the Junto, fince that period, 

which are fully evinced by the pile of Petitions that Jhave been 

jphc€d upon the table j Iflaall not CoiuniL ftwa xVv^ c^^ftvc^tv^ but 
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proceed to argue againft a fpeculation which, if carried into 
efFciflj would, I conceive, prove highly prejudicial to the imme- 
diate and future interefts of this country ; being ftrongly and 
firmly convinced that humanity, to become laudable and efti- 
mable, muft be tempered with j^iftice. 

I do not conlider it neceflary, after the thorough inveftigation 
which this queftion has undergone, and the adjudication it re- 
ceived from a refpeftable majority of this Houfe laft year, again 
to enter into all the minutiae, which are neceflarily implicated in 
fo important a debate, and which have been already fo amply dif- > 
cuffed ; but I fhall touch upon the different proniiinent features, 
and fhall never, I truft, lofe fight of that philanthropy which tht 
Abolitionifts fallacioufly efteem to be their vantage-ground on 
this occafion. As I am one of thofe that do not think this fpe- 
culation can, after the hearing and re-hearing it has already 
obtained, be prolonged to any inordinate length, efpecially when 
Irecolledt, that affairs of thegreatefl importance to this Houfe 
and this Country have lately been voted by large majorities 
without enquiry, and almoft without difcuflion on the part of 
Adminiflration. Yet as one of the Reprefentatives of a great 
and flouriihing commercial town, as a friend to the rights and 
property of many thoufands of Manufafturers, Merchants, and 
Planters, and an Advocate likewife for Humanity, good Policy, 
and Juflice, I will proceed briefly, and, I truft, clearly, to ftate 
thofe arguments which occur to me againft the Abolition of the 
African Trade. 

I fhall not now notice the Origin of the Trade; the 
fanftion it has received from Parliament; the ftate of ignorance 
in which the'natives of Africa are involved; the horrid defpotifm 
which pervades it, in confeqiience of that barbarifm ; dr com- 
pare the mild government of the Weft Indies, with the favage 
tyranny of the Kings and Princes of Africa; but endeavour to 
point out the impolicy and impoflibility of abolifliing the African 
Trade. The different States of Europe are, and have been for 
ages paft, folicitous to increafe their Commerce, their Colonies, 
and their Slave Trade ; and by experience have found, that the 
profperity of all depended upon the fuccefs of each. I need not 
enumerate the Portugueze, the Danes^ \iift lixxXsiXv^ ^^ ^^'^• 
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tiiiTisj and the French, who we^e reported in this Houfe f< 
haire been on the ftart to outrace us in the fuppreffion of thi 
Slave Trade, but who, by authorities which I have now in m; 
hand, are adtually foremofl: in the courfe for its continuance am 
extenfion. It is apparent, therefore, as I had the honour, oi 
a former occafion, to remark to this Houfe, that if we wen 
dtfpofed to facrifice our African Trade, other natiotu 
would not enter into fo ruinous a plan. The French, for in*- 
ftance, depend greatly on their Weft India trade as a iburce 
both of revenue and navigation (I have it not now in contem-^ 
plation to expatiate on the (ituation of St. Domingo ; to that I 
(ball prefently advert); will they fufFer a trade, upon which their 
whole commerce turns, tolanguifh? No; they would thank ul 
for our miftaken ideas of humanity, and they would profit by 
them ; the di fad vantage would be our's ; the advantage would be 
thcir's ; and the condition of the African would be exa£Hy the 
fame, whether he croffed the Atlantic in an EngliQi, or any 
other European bottom; and fliould we perfift in fo wild a pro- 
je6t as Abolition, the Continent will foon be fupplied with Eng- 
lifli houfes, Englifh (hips, and Engliih capitals* 

Having ftated the prefent fituation of Europe, with regard 
to the African Trade, it does not, I think, require much pene* 
tratiun or judgment to dctefl: and expofe the fallacious doftrine 
of thofe Sectaries, who would attempt to aboHQi what other 
nations encourage and proteft. A portion of common fenfe, 
which in general contributes more to the public good than fo* 
phiftry or enthufiafm, and which frequently difperfes the mi (Is 
which Eloquence, Prejudice, and Fanaticifm, endeavour ta 
raife, to cover their pwn purpofes, enables the majority of this 
Houfe, and of this Country, to declare, that an Abolition on the 
part of England alone, will not aboli(h the trade in general. 

Unlefs a place of Congrefs (hall be appointed, and unlefs all 
the nations of Europe accede to fuch a propofition, and when 
their deputies (hall be aflembled, enter fully into the projed of 
Abolition ; we only create diflkulties and embarraffinents 
for our own Merchants and Manufacturers, without efFefling 
any other purpofe. Nay, perhaps our prefent wild, fanatical ' 
manner of conducing this fpccuiauon^ tiia.^ i\\^uax^ ^"^ "afficc- 
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tions of our Colonifts, who, through a deluge of blood, may work 
out for themfeh^s another independence, or may throw them* 
felves into the ^rms of thofe confederated ftates, whofe con<* 
fiitution tells us, that they have a facred regard for public faith, 
and private property^ 

Though I fincerely wifii, for the honour of human nature, 
that an eternal veil could be drawn over the recent horrible ' 
tranfaftions m St. Domingo, I cannot help noticing fome cir* 
-cumftances, becaufe they feem to originate in the lame princi- 
ples and praftices, which fome people in this Country have 
lately adopted, with regard to the Weft-India Iflands. I fliall 
not attempt to defcribe the barbarities and horrors of thofe 
fcenes, which have been difplayed at St, Domingo— a bare re- 
cital of which, would make an impreflion upon the hardeft 
heart, and moft inacceffible underftanding, without the affift- 
ance of pathetic eloquence, or laboured ingenuity. I fliall 
therefore turn the attention of the Committee from a contem* 
platiqn of rapes, of maflacres, of conflagrations, of impaled 
infants, and a£ks of parricide, and endeavour to point out con- 
cifely, the impolicy, as well as danger, of our now purfuijig the 
obje6l of Abolition. 

Partial extrads of the debates of this Houfe, and the garbled 
ftatements of evidence, which have been (b induftrioufly circu- 
lated, both in this Country, and through all the Cobnies, have 
created alarm and diftruft throughout every Ifland in the Weft- 
Indies; all the letters from that quarter of the Globe, fpeak 
mvil forcibly of the mifchiefs and dangers that may aiife, and 
which a<SttialIy threaten the white Inhabitants. I have witbtii 
this laft week received a letter from a refpedlable officer at 
Antigua, defcribing the fickly fituation of the King's troopsr, 
owing to the frequent detachments required from them, in 
order to awe of fupprefs infurredtions amonft the Negroes, 
throughout the different Iflands. Government has been made 
acquainted with thefe circumftances, and the perils which con- 
fequently impended, and to relieve the minds of the Colonifts, 
^ and to counteract the abfurd vote of the Minifter, that very 
Minifter has been compelled to fend a reinforcement of Infan- 
try^ and a Regiment of Li^ht Dra jcou% •, iJtv^ v^\fc ^l >^V5* ^^'i^'^ 
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may require additional troops, and if this chimerical projeft } 
to be revived every year, the Army of England may be full 
employed in the Weft Indies. 

, On the fubjedl of the Petitions, which have been lately pre- 
fented, I muft beg leave to obferve, that though I entertain thi 
higheft refpeft and veneration for the Petitions of the people ol 
£|ngland, I cannot yield my admiration on the prefent occafiosi| 
becaufe I think that their fentiments have not been fairly coU 
lefted. The form and language of the Petitions bear too ftrong 
a refemblance to each other, they appear to be the manufadture 
of the Scftaries of the Old Jury ; and the fignatures do not 
ftamp them, in my mind, with any additional credit or autho- 
rity. Unexpected and unfolicited letters have lately poured in 
upon me, from the moft refpeftable individuals, in all parts of 
England, defcribitig the various artful modes adopted for ob-. 
taining and creating Signatures, and to an honourable Member 
now in my eye, I am indebted for an extenfive correfpondence, 
even in the remoteft parts of Scotland, 

In fome villages and towns, mendicant phyficians, and iti-^ 
nerant clergymen, have exercifed almoft unexampled zeal 
and induftry,. and difplayed the ingenuity of Scapin to ex- 
tort names from the fick, the indigent, and the traveller : in 
others, the gammar-fchools have received ceremonious vifits, 
from the indctatigablc r miflaries of the Abolitionifts j and the 
toys have been indulged with the gladfome tidings of a holi-? 
day, provided they would fign their own, and the names in the 
neighbourhood; and, when on examination, the Inhabitaius 
could not furnifli Signatures, fufficiently numerous, they have 
been dcfired to employ their imagination, to give to *^ airy 
** nothing, a local habitation and a name !'' 

Colonel Tarlton then adverted to the Letters in his poflef- 
fion, tofupport what he had juft advanced, and amongft them 
read the following extrafts : 

^ " Warrington, March, 17 ^z^ 

"Sir, 

" Having with pkafure frequently obferved, that you are the Champion 

for the Trade of Liverpool, I beg leave to comniunicate to you a piece of 

it^lUgence I /ately picked up, on my retunv fxom a '^ovatve^ V>M:^Tv!tVis.^«c^ 

jxjative to the mode purfuedby th^ yar\iiwis £01 ^^ PviaQXvxvou^ m w^<ec 
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to procure as many names as they can to their Petitions. I fell m company 
with a very refpe«5lable Trailefman of Warrington, who told me he had a 
fon jufl returned fromfchool at Bolton ; where a Petition to Parliament for- 
the Abolition had baen induftrioufly handed about, to obtain the fignatures 
of all ranks of people, from the highcft to the lowed ; and that in order to 
procure all the names they poflibly could, real or imaginary, they waited oa 
the fchool-boys, and not only got them tp fign their own names, but alfoas 
many more names of their neighbours as they could recollect ; fome of the 
arch boys (of lefs retentive menlories) perceiving that thofe boys who could 
recoiled, moft names met with the greateft applaufe, in order to receive a pro- 
portionable (hare of praife, firlt figned their own names with others they did 
rccoile6l j after that they invented new names, and put them down alib.r— . 
Any comjuents I could make on fuch Petitions being conlidej-ed asthefenfc 

of the people of Bolton, C^c. to you would 6e fupei-fluous 1 only give 

you the faft, which I confider as my duty, as a well-wi/her to the Mer* 
chants and Trade of Liverpool, to inform you of: therefoie hope you wiH. 
pardon the iibeity I now take. I am. 

With the greateft refpeft. 

Your moft obedient, 

humble Servant, 



•» 



Colonel Tarlton has the original Letters in his pofleflion, but does 
not feel authorized to publilh the names of the Writers, 

*« Honoured Sir, ** Chefter, March 30, 1792. 

Knowing there was a PetJtion carried on here for the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, figncd by a number of names, a gpreat number of which 
I thought was very improper (hould be fent to that Honourable Houfe of 
which you are a Member, as it was chiefly children belonging to the dif- 
ferent fchools in this city j amongft the reft, it was brought to the fchool of 
which I am a fcholar, and was figned (by defzre of my mafter) by every 
boy in the fchool that could write his name, myfeif excepted, 

Your's refpeftfully. 




Relative to the fignatures of the boys, the Colonel referred to the follow- 
ing paffage hi a letter from Sheffield. " You have time to eftablilh the 
** truth of it by fnquiry, before the matter is difcuffcd, or by a line ad- 
«« drefled to 

<* The Rev. Charles Chadwick, mafter of the grammar- 

« fchool. 
<« Rev. Matthew Preston, Englifti grammar fchool. 
** JoHS Eadon, mafter of t\ie free nvhsaivs^Wcvq^, 
ff Or moii of the other \vrvtmg Cc^vooVioa&sii^ 'vcw^vi '^^s:.^^ 
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The Coloa:! obfejrtd, that he would not tire the pttience of his heacei 
by reading letters in his poifeffion written by rerps6lable individuals refidentl 
^ following places : 

Portfrnouth CulroTs 

Ipfwich Manchefter 

St. Andrew's Edinburgh 

Carlille Hull 

Porchefter Chefter, &c. &c. &c. 

Swanijea ' 

The Magiftratcs of the places whence thefe extraordin 
nary Petition^ have originated, have feldom been approach-i 
cd. The Town Halls have flill more rarely had thefe' 
Petitions difplayed in them, in order to await the deliberation, 
the decifion, or the fignaturcs of the grave, refpeibble, an4 
informed part of the community. No, Sir, parts of the flimfy 
hearfay evidence, which for a length of time opprefTcd and dif- 
graced the table of this Houfe, were mutilated, diftorted, and 
reduced to the fize of pamphlets, in order to promote theit 
circulation throughout all the ale-houfes and excife-offices in 
this kingdom, where the unwary and uninformed were tricked 
out of their humanity, by inflammatory extracts; and from 
fuchfources moft of the petitions, which, I had almoft faid dif- 
graced, the figners and the receivers, have been produced ! 

Great God, Sir, is this a decent, honourable, or decorous 
planner of learning, or fliowing to the world the fentiments 
of the people of this country? No, Sir, it is equally an in- 
iult and mockery upon the people and Parliament of England, 

I cannot help faying a few words at this moment on the 
difference of the evidence brought before the Pj^ivy Council, 
and the Scle£l Corrimittee of the Houfe, by both parties, pre- 
vious to the difcuflion of laft year. 

I need not ftigmatize the Abolitionlfts, by mentioning the 
names of the generality of their evidences : nor need I {a:y 
any thing more in eulogy of the principal evidences brought 
forwards by the Merchants and Planters, than merely repeat the 
names of Lord Shuldham, Admiral Harrington, Adn^lral Ar- 
buthn<9t, Admiral Edwards, Admiral Hotham, Capimodore 
Gardner, IfQid Macartney, liO^d B.oA]aa^, ^u EA\\iiti. Pa^^^^ 
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Sir J. Dalling, ^Sir Archibald Campbell, Mr. Baillic, Mr* 
Hibbert) and a long lift of refped^able chara£kers. If I was t^ 
analyfe the bulk of the^ evidence, I fhould exhauft the patience 
of the Committee, in contrafting the ignorance, the malice, 
and fanaticifm of fome, with the veracity, the ingenuoufnefs, 
and the candour of others. In fliort, I (hould exhibit, if I 
gave a. true pidlure, a variegated view of the fair and foul 
principles which dignify and debafe the human mind. 

I have no fmall degree of fatisfa£Hon refulting from the 
opportunity the Honourable Gentleman, who opened this day's 
debate, has afforded me, of juftifying a refpedable body of 
my conftituents. He has been pleafed to enlarge upon the 
loffesfuftalned on the paffage from Africa to the Weft Indies. 
Notwithftanding his calculations, his fabrication?, or his com- 
ments, I can pledge myfelf to this Houfe, and this country, in 
alFerting and maintaining the average lofs per cent, does not 
exceed four and a half, fmce the regulations were impofed oa 
the Slave Ships. If we advert to the voyages of the King's 
troops, or the tranfportation to Botany Bay, the comparifon is 
highly favourable to the African Trade. 

Another affertion of the Hon. Gentleman's I beg leave like- 
wife to repel. He ftill choofes to enlarge the mortality amongft 
the feamen, and from thence draws an inference prejudicial to 
the Town of Liverpool, and City of Briftol. — For the former 
of thofe ports (and we may conclude that the fame trade is con- 
dmSed in the fame manner as at the latter) I muft again repeat 
what I had the honour to deliver to the Houfe laft year, as there 
is no event which gives me reafon to doubt its veracity : 
" The Liverpool African Trade is, in proportion to the num- 
^* ber of hands it employs, the moft produv5live nurfery for 
*' feamen that belongs to the Commerce of this country. For, 
** admitting for a moment the exaggerated calculations which 
** have gone abroad, of the mortality of the Seamen employed 
" in this Trade 5 admitting (hat 642, out of 3170 perfons, die 
*' in the voyage of one year ; admitting farther, that half this 
'* mortality falls upon that half of the crew which is compofsd 
'* of Seamen and Officers, and confequently that 321 Seamen 
*« perilhed in the courfe of one yeai'^ ^o^^i'g^^^ ^^x "»& ^^S 
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^ Landfmen from the fingle port of Liverpool alone, in fpH 
•• of that fabricated mortality, contributes annually, by mean 
•* of this Trade, an augmentation of 943 perfons to the Nav 
« of Great Britain." 

I fhall not trefpafs longer on the patience of the Committecj 
farther than making one more obfervation on the Hon. Gen* 
tileman's Speech, in which fo little novelty occurred. He was 
plcafed to fay that white people, and the failors in particular, 
could work in the Weft Indies. — In anfwcr to that aflertion, 1 
ffiall refer to what I deem go d authority— the teftimony of 
many refpe£lable Ofncers. It would be tirefome to enumerate 
the names of all the Officers who have fervcd in that part of 
the w 0.1 d, for they generally, I believe, without a fingfc ex- 
ception, maintain the truth cf v/hat I advance. — If he does not 
like Naval or Military Authorities, I will indulge the Honour- 
abb Gentleman with other proofs of my aflertion. It has been 
found by experience that the natives of Europe could not en- 
dure any labour under the intemperate heat of the Weft Indies. 
— Frequent attempt*; have been made to cultivate cftates with 
white labourers. In this experiment the French are (aid to 
have loft 12,000 v/hites in the year 1763. The Aflembly of 
Jamaica ofFcred great encouragement in the year 1749, -to in- 
duce white families to fettle in that IflanJ, but of the few that 
went, in ten years there were no remains. 

Wiih rcfpedl to the value cf the African and Weft India 
Trade to this country, examined eitlier fcparately or collec- 
tively, no pcrfon has yet prefumed to doubt the benefits de- 
rived from them. The Manufacturers and Merchants of this 
country find their intereft materially allied to the exiftence of 
the former ; and though, on a prior occafion, the Honour- 
able Gentleman who moved the queftion was pleafed to ftyle 
the African Trade ** a Lottery at Liverpool,'* it has been 
found by experience to be generally a profitable concern, and 
that the morals and fortunes of the individuals, who enter 
into it, are not fo much deb fed and ruin'^d, as thofe of their ^ 
neighbours, by their connections with the ftate lottery of this 
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By ati Abcrfkiaiii fsrinl hunclred ibips, ijbveral thou&nd 
,failors, afnd fotnt millions of ixlduftrious mechanics^ will lofe 
their employment, and be rendered Worfe than ufelefi ; for a 
fudden chafin of this fort will undoubtedly prov^e of the moft 
clangerous confequences to fociety* 

A yearly deficit of fix million^ which is the loweft average^ 
And admitted by all fides ;of the Houfe, and which will £itt 
on the manuhifturers, (hip-builders, and a large body of the 
working pe^e, will be ieoiiUy felt in this country, though 
tier induftry and comnlercc! flourifli almoft beyond calcula^ 
tion» And if I add to this defalcation of our commerce and 
revenue, the loft of our Colonies, which are eftimated at 
tsfttity millibhs^ wfaich^ from the beft authorities, are totsdly 
depe^idek^t on the African Trade, what new difcovery or con- 
trivance is to remedy an evil which would paliy the very exi-> 
iftence of the national profperity i 

The oppofition to the queftion now before the Houfe, is £> 
conne^d with the well-being and good government of tUs 
country, 'that if I wds an enemy to the Conftitution t)f £ng«> 
land, which has been the work of ages, and which, though a 
good) all muft acknowledge to be a very complicated, machine^ 
I would vote for the Abolition of the African- Tr^de. It cer^ 
tainly will be allowed, that a government, confiicuted like the 
one we now enjoys is a new work in the gnnals of mankind* 
The great extent of commerce and credit, and the ftupendous 
national debt, which overfliades the revenue of Great Britain, 
are circumflances to which we can find no parallel iii hif- 
tory. Through the medium of fcience, and the extenfion of 
labour and manufa^ures, we are enabled to penetrate into 
every country, to become the merchants of every ftate^ and tb^ 
citizens of every clime* 

To our commercial fuccef% therefore, we may fairly atirl« 
bute our great increafe of power, wealth, and confequence $ 
and our public and national debt has unfortunately, whether 
from error in Government, or not, I will not pretend to de- 
cide, kept pace with that power, that wealth, and that con* 
fequence. If, therefore, we attempt to circumfcribe the 
tntans which have enabled us t^ axrw^ U ^^ SwswBix <:R. ^^\sw- 
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tnerciat pro(i>erit}rr fi^^l we not endanger ou^ C^ftkution bj 
rafhly drying up the fources which fw^ed the tide, and ^gvf^ 
rapidity to the cuif ent of our commercial importance and ni(j 
tional revenue. .1 

I need not enter into a mmute defcription of the origin 4fl 
the African Trade, or die origin •f the* National Debt. >fl 
either were to commence ^ n&vo^ there would not be found if 
this Houfe, or in this country, a more ftrenuous oppofer «i 
fuch fpeculations ; but circumftanced as we now are, it is the 
lAtereff and duty of every good citizen, not tO' opprefe tfaf 
main-fpring of Government, but to facilitate' and regulate itf 
ihovements with eare and eircumipe£Uon. 

If, Sir, we violate the Gat&ionf of Parliament, and tou<^ 
the vitals of our Commerce, with' » rough and injudicious- 
iiandy We endanger the exiftence of our prefent Conftitution. 
By the moderation and prudent interference of thi& Hpufe^Ttfae 
'African Trade,- if mal-pradices exift in ity may be meliorated > 
^hy timely informaticHi we may c<Mrre£l the abufes in Govern^ 
ilient, increafe the general profperity of this country, and re-* 
'ftor« ahd invigorate the powers of the Legiilature» But,, if' 
with an imprudent temerity, we daringly ftrike at the- root of 
«nr comriierce^ we undermine our prefent advantages, and de- 
^roy oiir future expeflations ; and the Reprefentatives of the 
people will be guilty of fuicide upon the laws,, the profperity, 
'Md the conftitution- of England^ 



Mr. M. Montagu'. — I wiih to bring to- the FecoIle<Elion cf 
'the Houfe, that on a former octafion, when my Honourable 
*Ffi'end (Mr." Wilbcrfbrce) introduced a Motion* for the Abo- 
lition of itic Slave Trade, I abftained from troubling the 
'Houfe with any argument. FofJ however anxious 1 may be to 
teffify^ my opmiony and to prove that I have formed a judgr 
fffent not more firm, than- candid- and deliberate, upon the fub- 
je£l; yet knowitig, that from the ardor with which I have' 
'entered on the purfuit^ and- from the many hours Ihave been 
j/lduced to ipend upon it, I may be fufpecled of an intetnpe- 
^itie zcily and^ of fomewhat oif tiae fc^m^^ ^^ ^^^ix^^ \ Vvwe 

s 
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been wiWingtb yWd my ftatidn in the conteft tcf thbfc'wh6*iivi3r* 
be fuppofed to come with cooler imaginations ; and have tied 
myielf down, in the fituation of a ilpedtator, to an attentive 
confideration of the arguments adduced on each fide of the quef-; 
tion. It is in this pofition, that, divefting myfelf as far as I can: 
of all I have thought before upon the iubje£^, and giving a can- 
did entertainment to the ebjedions of the adverfary, I have-beenr 
more than ever confirmed vin the foundnefs of my principles, and 
in the opinion of the policy^ as weU as juftice, of the Abolition*. 
It is now then no longer in my power, confident wIUi the 
duties I owe to my country, to juftice, and humanity^ to ce»> 
frain from uttering what I conceived to be my unalt€;rable 
lentiments upon the fubjedl, and I entreat the Hou£b to hejieve,- 
that it is in difcharge of this duty I addrefs them, ^nd Mt 
iinom any impertinent ddire of obtruding myfelf oh.their notice^ ; 
But before I enter on the argument, I wifli to obviate 
a prejudice entertained againft the fiends qf w Abolition of 
fiit Slave Trade^ who are accufed of proceeding io. a r^Qx* 
and precipitate manner to their coaclufion, upon ;^bftra£t and: 
impraAicable grounds ; and of infifting on an abfurd extfeiM 
by Aboliti6n, while they xejcH f wife, temperate, and prad-r 
ticable medium by Regulation. To do away -thts^. prejudice^ 
I am deiirous of oiFering fome preliminaries to the advert 
hry, which may ferve as a juft point of reference between-, 
us. AJl I require on their parts is to concede^ that in th^ 
Slave IVade there exifts a .gpeat eviU which muft of ne^- 
eeffity be remedied, and Chat the means of remedy ought 
to be fuch, as will be effedual to the objed, and not an iflle 
mockeiy and deluf&on. In return for this conceffion, I slul 
ready to adtnit, that, inafmuch as it is the duty of legiflators 
to rbmedy ^xifting evils, and thofe evils particularly of the 
inoft e?^nfive ^nd pernicious influence, 4t is no lefs tbeir 
duty to apply -that remedy In the Jeaft hazardous ihanner 
tfie nature of the evil will adn^t, wd to feel themfelves 
ferpbnrrble,*^hat the hand of. the phyfician fhould be. the 
hand of a fif lend, and not the ra(h intcrfet^nce of an empiiric« 
I hope |he Houfe iviH feel^ thftt while lofiS^t \k^ ^v^« 

H 2^ '^ 
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iilence ^the flave continues ihadmtflible." But let councils of 

1 

protection, and guardians of the flaves be appointed to watdi^ 
.over their welfare, and to reftrain the mafter. This again is 
a well-founding expedient ; but nugatory and abfurd in praAicc 
For what perfons, refident in the iflands, would be, found, t&' 
whom Aat important and troublefome office coifld be intrufted^' 
with a hope of a faithful difcharge of its duties ? Who is therr^' 
not only in the iflands, but refident on every particular plan* 
tation, who will rifque the comfort of his life by the exercife 
.«f fo invidious an interference ? But granting that men of fuck' 
exalted and adive beneficence cottld be huni in the iflands, a^ 
to ficrifice all their time, and aH the filendfhip of dieir equals' 
and affociates, for the good of the flaves^ What could they efFeftf 
Siippofe the Honourable Gentleman who brought forward thc^' 
motion were deputed, an unwelcome, indeed, but in atl pro^ 
lability a very vigilant' guardian of the flaves, what protection 
would the law enable him to afford to the flave ? Could he be 
prefent at all times, and at all places, at once? That wouM be 
« fade too arduous even for this wSfcive philanthropy. Yet if 
that were not the cafe, theoffenoe to be redrefllbdby him wouM 
require to be proved to him ; and the fame difliculties of proof 
would fhnd in the way of the guardian, as of any other tribunaf • 
I might wge many other arguments to prove that all regur 
iatioAS mqft be inefFecluad, (hort of the admiffion of the (lave to 
give evidence. But to admit the flaves to gtve evidence in their 
prefent flate of civilization, would be of the moft dangerous 
confcquence to the ftifety and the property of the Planters j arid 
to admit the flaves to any of the rights of citizens, where diey 
to greatly out-number the whites, will be to make them in ef* 
fed the maflers. One Honourable Gendcman (Mr. Vaughan) 
has faid, the flaves may be admitted tu give evidente^ leaving 
it to the judges to give weight, according to their difcretion, to 
the depofitions. I confefs this appears to me to be fraught witfi 
a moft hazardous principle of difcontent ; for how are the Ne- 
groes to be perfuaded, that it is fit they (hall be admitted t6 
fpeak the truth, and then be dilbeheved and difregarded ? What 
a fermentziion nraft fucha conduct naturally excite in men difr 
tmMcd wdi injuries ufti^drciTed^ iaou^V\ aWu4^^^^ ^TOit^^\ti 
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ithcir . appreheijfion, by their teftimony ? If then it beproirtdi 
.that no regulations are likely to be eiFeflual, and it has been 
Emitted, that the evil calls in an imperious and irrefiftiiikr 
sianoer for a J^mi^dy^ there is no expedient left but an Abeh 
lition. That an Abolition of the Trade would not. only, .be 
cf{e£hial, but fafe, and even beneficial to the Planters,, hat 
.been irrefragably proved by the calculations of the ftate of po« 
^ulation by a Right Honourable Gentleman/(Mr. Pitt )4 to whick 
no anfwer has m^ even attempted tabe gtven* And untilfuch 
an attempt is madeiwith fuccefs, I wi(h fudi Gentlemen (v^ho 
J fear arc many) as come dov^n. to vote, with a flight view rf 
-the, fabje&f upon the aflurances of fomeof their: friends {pst^ 
hkps interefted) who fay that it is a dangerous expedient to abo^ 
li(h the trade, would con&le^ ferioui)y how they can reooncilf 
their confcienccs to juftify and continue the moft horrible .cru-« 
dty'and injuftice, upon a political neeeflity,* not main^ainod. 
e?0cept by aflfertion, but re&ted in tiie calculations^ and aban* 
doned in argument^ even by thofe whoie authority they ofieaiij^ 
lofk^ow in their decifion* ... 

I could wifh two defcriptions of perfbns to givci their atten»» 
tion to what I admit to be only an argument to their difcretion, 
but to what appears to me to be a very forcible conficleration, 
. and one which in wifdom ought to have great weight and influ- 
. cnce on thJeir conduct. I wi(h the Planters to confider the great 
increafing progrefs, which the opinion of the injuilice of th^ 
Trade' is makix>g in the Nation at larg?, as manifeftcd by the 
.Petition?, which bad almoft obftrufted the proceedings of 
the Houfe by their perpetual introdufiion. Tney muft be- 
gin to perceive, that it is no longer poffible to ftifle the 
.bufincfs in the birph, tha: ofFcmied Juftice will at length, 
with an uplifted arm, break down all.oppofition, and that the 
minds of the reprefcntaiivcs would be found in union with the 
opinions of their conllituents. It is now, therefore, for them 
to fave their credit, and to take care that the retribution to the 
•injured, Africans fhail not be mad^ without their concurrence. 
The other defcription of pcrfuns, whofe attention I rcqucft 
(,«nd tvboni 1 ha^'c reafon to bwKevc to be a lar^c body) nre 
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fiidi at have been led to afiribe the agitation of this quefUon ( 
the fame fpirit of abftrafb and impraciicdhle equalization, wUc 
they dread to fee applied to the deftruifiion of order and goic 
government in our invaluable ConfUtution* If tfaeie be an 
perfonS'Widi this apprehenfion, they wiH do well to confidi 
^rtiether ihey had not better be in hafte to xleftroy that ailbciatioc 
and by feparatitig the real evil irom the imaginary grievance, t 
deftroy the credit which the latter may derive from being con 
iie£leii in opinion widi the former. If they n^eft to remed] 
a mgft abominable and crying abufe, againft which every feelii^ 
hi reafon, religion, and even political wifilom, revolts wid 
abhorrence, do they not play into the hands of thofe, who con- 
ftrue their dread of innovation on other occafions, into ain ob* 
fUnate refiftance of truths juftice, and expediancy ? - 

' Ifhall now conclude with repeating a ptofeffion I formeriy 
made, that I will never ceafe to promote the Abolition of die 
Slave Tirade, mth every feculty of body and mind, till the 
injuries of humanity are redrefTed, and the national chajrafter 
relieved from die deepeft difgrace that. is recorded in the aonak 
of mankind* 



. Mr. Whitbread. The fubjeft has undergone fo full and 
fair a difcuffion, and the arguments tliat have been urged to 
prove that the Motion for the Abolition of the Slave Trade 1$ 
founded in principles of impolicy and injuflice, have fo com- 
pleady failed of their eiFed, that I do not deem it necefiary to 
occupy much of the time of the Committee, and theiefore (hall 
ngt long detain them. Could I conceive . that the trade is^ as 
fome have afTerted it to be, founded on principles of humanity; 
could I conceive that the miferable Africans are refcued from 
death and torture in their own country, and that upon bdng 
carried to the Weft Indies, a happier clime and more luxuriant 
foil, they are put under the dominion of kind and humane maf- 
ters; that their toil is Ight, and their labour eaiy$ that tbw 
days are fpent in healthy aqd pleaiing occupation, and not con* 
fumed In dreary and oppreflive labour, and that at evening thc^y 
return to their homes, chearfuWy to tVvc foiv^wA^^ iaafta^ "wA 



C $7 ) 

retire to tttt^ unfatigued, and with hearts at eaie ; diat in thd 
morning, they rife, invigorated by reft, and alert with chear-' 
fulnefs, to purfue an occupation that is mild and eafy ; were he 
convinced, that in flcknefs they are attended with care and (kill,, 
and that their old age is rendered comfortable by the enjoyment 
of peace and plenty^ and that they lay them down to fleep the- 
fleep of death, in calmneis and reiignation ; were I convinced^ 
that thefe were circumftances that exifted in truth, and are 
fubftantiated by feft, even then, I would vote, that the Slave 
Trade be abolifhed ^ inafmuch, as I am convinced, that tha(^ 
which is in principle fundamentally wrong, no pradHce what^ 
ever can render right and pardonable. No argument can prove^^ 
nor any eloquence perfuade me, that man is torn from his native 
country, and his deareft coimedions, for the purpofe of nourifh« 
ment, and that he is delivered into the hands of man^ in ordec 
to warrant his fa/ety, and procure his protection. Who will 
aflert, that man, when delivered into the hands of ma% wilL 
not be ill treated i Who will fay, that he ihall not fuf{er ? It ifl^ 
th^ known efToEtof power upon the human heart,, and it.mnft^ 
tieceflarily happeni that not only thofo ^<x were originally goodn 
by being poflRffed. of arbitrary powec become bad, but that manyr 
exerctfe a. greater degree of cruekythan diey would otherwife 
have imagined, from the mere circumftance of their being envied 
to do (a with impunity. When man is Aibje<St to thedominiofli 
of his fellow creature,, there nwft, on. the one hand>. be tyrftniijt^ 
and on the other, a deep (enfe of injury : it is the quality ol 
defpotifm to corrupt the heart, and deaden the finer feelitiga o{ 
nature. Of the hardened and cruel among mankind^ there am 
sdready too great a. number, and to pennit perfons of that dl9^ 
IcriptioR, to poifefs pow^ over dieir fellow creatures, is to 
CufiFeran evil that is dangerous a^d unjuftifiable.indoed^ I beg 
leave to oUerve^ that expreffions have fallen from fome of tfaofir 
who have contended for the humanity of the Slave Trade^ that 
<^vince me, that barbarities exift in that traf&c that- are dif«« 
graced tohumaa nature. I have. heard it afferted in thisi 
Ho\ife, I do not impute it invidioufly to -any one, but-itw^att 
expreffion that forcibly f^uck my/ mind v. I mtaxi ^usl ^^.^^^Sn. 
£^ cf sm Hoaourdbk Gentleman mViis i^\a.c^\xv ^^\)& V^S^n^^ 



ofParliamcntj on the dtfcufllon of the Sierra Leone bufmefs^v 
vho, when he came to fpeak of the flaves, iit an account of the. , 
felling oflF the ftock of a plantation, faid, that the flaves fetched. , 
lefs than their common price, becaufe they were damaged! --r^ 
Damaged \ Does not this imply that the flave had fpent the beft 
part of his life in the fervice of a mafter, who parts with him foe 
a fmaM compenfation, and leaves him to linger out the remainder 
of his mileraBle exiftence with a mafter, perhaps of more fevere 
manners, a Rarfher nature, and" in all probability not lefi 
arbitrary in his difpofition ? I cannot but mention a paflage that 
I difcovered in the perufal of a pamphlet publiflied in the defence 
of the Slave Trade, the author of which, defcribing the happy 
fituation of the negroes, among other felicitous circumftances 
. obierves, that a good negro wants no chara£ter, forhisfervices: 
ihay be feen, as it were, and his value appreciated, by the marks 
he bore of chains, galh, and Ia(hes. What is that, but to (ay 
Aat (uch inftruments of torture are made ufe of^ and that lafhes 
are infliited that leave indelible marks ? And who willlay, that 
diey were juftly inflided ? An Honourable Gendeman, who" 
this evening fpoke for the firft time in this Houfe (Mr. Vaug- 
)ian) has faid, that he heartily wi(hed for the Abolition of the^ 
trade, and yet has argued in favour of its continuance. That 
gentleman has declared, that upon going over to the Weft 
Indies, he wasfurprized to find the flaves in fa good a fituatlonf 
but he has alfo obferved, that they are all poor and degraded, 
aii4 putting flavery and cruelty out of the queftionj are better off 
than the poor of this country. What is it, we wantto abolifh ? 
It is cruelty and flavery that we wifh to abolilh, and thereby 
to do away that dreadful diftinftion which degrades their con- 
dition, and- reduces them below the leve^ of their fellow .crea- 
tures. The Honourable Gentlemawhas expreffed hiS' admira- 
tion of dieir refignation ; but i» it not that fort of refignation 
which is the confequence of de§>air ? Hfr has alfo faid, that one 
of Ac overfeers aflced a flave, who was idle, ^ What do you 
think your mafter bought you for? Did he not buy you to la- 
bour?" and that the flaye thereupon direSly began to wtwk* 
Had the n^o ufed any reply, what would have been the argu- 
ment ia aafwcr^ but thofe ^w^s and fears ^Ich he could nor 
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have reRfted?— With refpcfl to the aflcrtion that the commcuce 
<)f the country would be materially aiFe£led by an Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, as the fubjeft has 1)een fo ably difcuTed, I will 
not detain the Comniittee upon that point* Nothing has pafTed 
to alter my opinion on the fubjeft; but as an Honourable 
Friend of mine (Colonel Tarlton) who has made a very able 
defence of the trade, has aiTerted that the Petitions which have 
been prefented from all parts of the kingdom, do not contain the 
general opinion of the people, or .fpeak their fentiments^ but 
that they have been obtained by artifice, and were undefcrvin^ 
of credit; I muft beg leave to oHerve, th^t my Honourable 
Friend has adduced rather unfatisfadlory evidence to prove, that 
the Peiitions do n®t fpeak the voice of the country. I have jiaA 
the honour to prefent a petition from my conftituents, and I will 
venture to fay, that there does not exift more refpeflable nam# 
in the kingdom than thofe of the perfons who have figned th^t 
Petition. It has been faid by my Honourable Friend, that there 
is a ftrong fimilitude in their tenor andiuWtance. That is a cir- 
cumftance, by no means to >e wondered at. There is but 
one plain tale to tell, and it is not furprizlng that it has been 
told in nearly the famje manner ^ndexpreffions. There is but one 
booa to afk, and that is the Abolition of the Slave Trade. The 
Petitions contain the fenjtiments of the people in genera^, and 
nettlier can they be invalidated, npr the evidence on the table be 
difproved, by the epiftle of a quaker at Warrinigton, or the letter 
of a Chefter fchodl-boy. The HpnouraWe Gentleman who 
has brought forward the gueftion, has teen accufed.of enthufiafm : 
I am as warm an advocate for the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
as the Honourable mover of the queftion; but neither of them 
have ftarted an idea of the Slaves being emancipated ; they areas 
yet unfit for fuch a blefling. It is not for the emancipation of 
the Slaves, but for an Abolition of the Slave Trade, that they 
have contended. Is that a proof of enthufiafm or fanaticifm, or 
is it a proof of a calm and ration^ inveffigation ? That meafures 
may be adopted for a gradual emancipation, as a Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) laft year fuggefted, is, I am perfuaded, 
the wifli of every confiderate man, and is the objeft that we 
fiayein vJew.-^An Honourable GerVfLtm^aYa&Vsl^ Sf^sw^'^vct?^ 



about two great orators, and men of diftinguUbed abilities, hav«-. ' 
ing united their talents on the occafion, and who have given - 
greater credit to the Honourable Gentleman who made die ' 
Qiotion, by acceding to his opinion on the fubje<^, dian ho 
merits. 1 do not believe, that the eloquence of the Honourable 
Gentleman has prevailed upoh them to acquiefce in his opinion^ 
but that the naked truth and fimple juftice of the fubje<^ have 
induced them to Support the queftion; and if any thing could 
yield additional weight to that of the cdhvicStion I entertain, 
ihat the traffic is inhuman and impolitic, it would be the circum-^ 
ftance of the two gentlemen in queftion, men of fuch eminent 
talents and brilliant abilities, and who are in habits of oppofition to 
^ch other, uniting on the occafion, and contending for the Abo* 
Hdonof the trade; convinced as I am that that union is the cdnfe- 
quence of the clearnefe of their tainds, and the irrefiftible force 
oif truth. — I truft, that thofe are not to be found who exult in 
the calamities that have recently occured in St. Domingo. If 
ftich men exift, in my mind they merit exclufion from fociety, 
4nd ought to be driven from civilized life. For my own part 
i difclaim all exultation on the fubje£L An Honourable Gentle- 
man has declared, that ttiok calamities are the firft fruits of 
taft yearns Debate on the Slave Trade. I deny the ailertion, 
ahd contend that they are the efFeft of the Trade itfelf, I'here is ^ 
a point of endurance, beyond which human nature cannot go, 
at which the mind of man rifes by its native elafticity with k 
fpring and violence proportioned to the degree to which it has 
teen depreffed. The calamities in St, Domingo are the efFe£i 
iof the Slave Trade, and proceeded from no other caufe j and if 
the trade continues, fimilar evils are to be ^prebended in our 
Weft India Iflands. The cruelties praftifed by the blacks in 
St. Domingo they have learned from their oppreffivc mafters:-^ 
« Hath not an African eyes? Hath not an African bands, or- 
« gans, dimeafions, fenfes, paflions ? Is he not fed with the 
*' fame food, hurt with the fame weapons, fubje<Sl to the feme 
^* difcafes,/ healed by the feme means, warmed and cooled by 
* the fame fummer and winter as we are ? If you prick him, 
'<* docs he not bleed ? If you tickle him, does he not laugh ? If 
» jrou poifQU bim^ does he not ^\ Aw4 if you vrron^ him. 
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« (hall he not revenge ? If he it like you in |he re[H h# will ^e-r 
•« fcmble you in that. If an African wrong <i white man> wha|. 
«! is his humility ?— Revenge, Ifawhitemanwro!^ ah African^ 
«* what fliouid his iiifFerance b^ by our examjrfe ? Why, re* 
** venge. The cruelty you teach him, he will execute. -^Bttt 
^ I fear it is not poffible to better the inftruAioH*^ 



Mr, Vaughan in reply to Mr, Whitbread, Perhaps I ma]^ 
not have expreffed myfelf dearly, but I tfid not profefe to fpeali 
18 a Planter or Merchant, but as a Member of Pariiament| 
vid to give an independent opinion; even though^ in fortit 
poiAts, it may feein to make againft the Ccionifts, wha 
uuf^t not thank me now> but would hereafter. 



Mr. Mn-BAKi;. With regard to the Abolition of the Slav^ 
Trade, the pcjicy of the meafure is as great as its juftice it 
undeniable. Where flavery prevails, every operation that it 
performed, is done in a rude and unworkmanlike manner, anl 
ne fubftitutefor manual labour, no artificial means of expeditia^ 
work, alleviating its trouble, and (hortening the time of finiihiiq; 
it^ is introduced or thought of, Whete flavery exifts, theri 
tnuft be oppreiSon, and in my opinion the Planters are bouni 
to thank thofe who have warned them of the more than profaabh 
dangers that muft one day enfue from the refentment of thei|? 
glaves, againft^ thofe whom they cannot but regard with a^ 
inimical eye, an^ confider as their grants. I (hall d^ereforf 
certainly vote for thp Motion. , ^ 



Mr.Dundas. When this queftion was agitated in tht 
Houfe laft year, I hajf^ened to be prevented by indifpoiltion 
from giving any vote or public opinion upcxi it. My honouiv 
able friends, however, with whom I. may be fuppofed to ha^t 
die moft intercourfe, have very well known that I have long 
entertained the (ame opinion with them as to the Abolition ^ 
the Slave Trade, though I baVe dilT^rcd ft<)TSV tb^sx 'v^^s^'^s^ 
4^odc ot effeS&n^ it. 
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1 1i3ve fek equally warm with themfelves in the purfutt of thl 

general objed, and I feel fo at the prefent moment ; but t: 

jstuft confider how far it may be proper for me to give my zi&tt 

• to the particular propofition which is made by my HonourablsL- 

Friend* 

It is nccef&ry I ihould ftate the ground on which I make « 
this obfervation. , 

Such has been the manner in which the queftion has been 
bldierte argued by both parties; the one fide feems to me to 
have gone fo much mto the extreme, as well as the -other, that 
I (not judging exa£lly as either of them-do}muft confider ^w 
J am to (hape my conduct 

Onefetof Gentlemen, die Honourable Mover and his iep» 
porters, have fpoken without referve, not only for the Abolition; 
cf the Slave Trade, but for an immediate ai>d abrupt Abo* 
iition ; thofe on the other fide have unequivocally argued for the 
tontimiation of the African Slave Trade, as eflentially neceflary 
p> the Weft Indian Ifiands } they have fet no limits to the con-' 
timiation of that trade, but laid it down as a propofition^ that 
In order to maintam our commerce with the Weft indies^ the 
importation of new Staves from Africa muft be continued^r 
guer* Thefe are the two extremes into which the two parties 
have put themfelves. Now, Sir, I agree with my Honourable 
Friend, as to the material parts of fais argument. I am of 
•opinion wtdi him, that the African Trade is not founded in po« 
{icy; I am of opinion with him, that the continuation of it is 
not efiential to the prefervation and continuance of our trade 
ivitb the Weft India Iflands; I am of opinion that there is no 
IQortality in that quarter that is incurable, and that the human 
race may not only be maintained, but increafed in the Weft 
India Iflands. In all thefe great leading queftions I concur with 
my Honourable Friend. It may then be afked, Do you not agree? 
-then, to the Abolition of the Trade ? I anfwcr^ that neither do 
I differ in this opinion. But the point of difference is this ; I 
cannot help doubting as to the prudence or praflicability of the 
•mede of abolifhing it, propofed by my Honourable Friend. If 
-ever diere was a heart purer than any other, if ever there was a 
ioaa fitof j6fed tipon ibe pureft tnotives ^ixt t^^t c^xv ^.^^^Ax^t 



human nature, I believe I may juftly fay that my Honourabfc 
Friend is that man; but ftill, vfitii refpecl to the profecution of 
his objeA, and the manner which prudence would fuggeft with 
a view to the pra£licability of it, he muft excufe my ftating, 
that there is a fliade of difference between us« . When be 
taUcs of direct Abolition, I would fubmit to him whether he 
does iK>t run counter to die prejudices and habits of life of thofir 
men who are mod deeply interefted in the queftion: I fay pre- 
judices of m.en interefted xa the trade, it is true; but furely, Sir, 
if ic is poi&ble to effect the fame objet^ without raiflng. any ex« 
traordinary apprehenfions on theif part with refpe£l to their great 
and important intereffe, it is more prudent ta take that modcy 
and fo to form the propofition, as to relieve their minds front 
the apprehenfion of injury. But farther, is my Honourable 
Friend perfectly fure, that in his zeal for one great object, he 
does not run counter to another equally important, I mean die 
iacred attention Parliament has ever (hown to the interefts of 
the public? 

I believe, in cafes where men have embarked themfelves In 
employments, which have been afterwards coniidered to be 
abufes, and which have been of an unlicenfed nature, it has ever 
been thecuftom of Parliament, in the corredion of thofe abufes, 
to treat the perfons with tendernefs and compaffion. 

Whatever idea men may now have of the African Trade, 
certain it is, that thofe who have embarked their capitals in the 
cnltivadon of the Weft India Iflands, and lent their money upon 
Weft India property, have done it not only under the fanftion, 
but the folemn invitation of Parliament ; undoubtedly Parliament 
may think it right tO) depart from any principle it has adopted 
again and again, as it appears upon your Statute Books to have 
often done ; it may be-wifdom to do it; but fure I am, it is 
your duty to recollc£l, in carrying your plans into execution, 
under what circumftances the property has been embarked, and 
whether you have invited the men to inveft their money in thofe 
Wand?. 

I mean not to urge an argument which has been reprobated 
again and again in the courfe of this debate, that if we give up 
this trade, bther nations will not give it u^ \ out d\it^^\.^skcv\\^ 
does not depend i^pon the condud of otViti^. 'SuX.^ct^v&'Mss^^ 
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view in which t may make an obfervation on diis fubje^ tt 
cafe other nations take up the trade, may they not defeat dK" 
cbjeA of my Honourable Friend i May not Britifh fubjeds ia' 
the Weft Indies be fupplied by veflfsls from Euftatius or bta^ 
€kbcT neutral port ? What is to prevent an Oftend or Dutch 
merchant from carrying Slaves from Africa, to the Weft Inda' 
Blands? Gentlemen may make light of this argtunent, if diey 
pleafb; but I (hall be glad to hear an anfwer to it. I fiate it 
in this view» and on this ground only. 

It is my opinion^ there is a poffibility of avoidir^ thele ob^ 
jeAions, and at the fame time of not running dire^y. contrary 
to the prejudices I have mentioned as exifting in the minds of 
the Weft India merchants. It is in the fhape of regulations 
only that we can totally abolifb the African Slave Trade ; and 
we fhall dius do it not le(s fpeedily, nay, even more ipeedilyt 
than in the manner which has been propofed. 

I do not mean to fay, let the trade continue for ever. Iii 
my main principle I am united with the Honourable Gentleman ; 
but I repeat it, it is in the Oiape of regulations that I diink you 
will procure the Abolition in the moft dired manner. 
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Mr. Fox. To what regulations do you refer I 



Mr. DuNDAS. To what regulations do I refer ? In tiie-firft 
placC) to regulations the moft forcible and efficacious, in order 
to the increafe and encouragement of the breed of native Ne« 
groes in the Weft Indies, Secondly, every fpecies of geniral 
regulation, with a view of putting an end to hereditary flavery^ 
and relieving the condition of the flaves. I allude alfo to regu* 
lations for the education of children, for informing their minds, 
^Mtid rearing them in the principles of religion and morality j a 
point that muft greatly facilitate the total annihilation of the 
flavery of thefe children. Without fuch regulations as diefi% 
the Abolition of the African Trade would fail, in my opiiuony 
o/ procuring the efteds expected fron^ it. 

To thok who contend that the cultivation of the Iflands can-^ 
j»tbc continued without a c^iiUnuauQ^ c^ i^^^^Tt^i^V 



t^g feavrid Jkjp^'KdhBd' on (tie ^aJu&l 'vi$ttr» t pM^poIr* 
mieir ofajea^ fe ptiis^f "stiMcxpeAmeAtblly to prove die pradn * 
^iMitjr of die Aibolitiori of die African Trader and to providv 
ibc sieim^ of cukivttioily to increafe the population, and toi 
|Move that all the alarms are iH fmindbd; AstothearguoienttQf 
nijr Htmoural^d f tfchd^ and die Gendemen oppofite^ great as 
their tadieiit^ a^e^ thef are ctAy fbunded ott dieory. Let them 
j^rove d!teir thcm^fr with « ait the foite of reafoniilg, and.let .their 
^eciidatione beeirer fo fplendid, it is ftill dieoiy and (pecidatiQa 
&Afi ivhere^ bf die other mediod, yoa prove your potdt ks 
you go oii> and you reft di^ meafare-ndit upon theory, :bitt on 
€xperiencew 

Ininentioning the^bolidos of hereditary flavery in die Iflandsf 
I do not mean that die fon of an African Slave ihould get 
Uis ireedom by the death of the parent: but that being 
boinl free, he Arould be educated at th^ eaCpence of the per-* 
fen importing his* parents, and-^ben arrived at fuch a degree 
tif ftrength as may quidify him to labour, he fbould work for 
fiire or ten years, or ^atever period 4t may be, for the* payw 
itient of the expence of educadoh and maintenance* It is im^ 
poiflible to emancipitte the prefeni Slaves at pnce; nor wtHild 
dieir immed^e enhfsncipation be of any immediate benefit to 
diemfelves; but this obferratioii does not apply to any of their 
dcffcendants, if tratn^ and educated in the manner I have 
/bggeftcd. 

I differ— I hefitate mudi ort the propofition of my 
Honourable' F^riend. My opinion h^ been always againft 
the Slave Trade. I will not^ therefore, vote againft his Mo- 
tion, however 'I may think propler to qualify it^ but that wiH 
be matter for future confideration. If I give my ai&nt to th^ 
Motion, it is an aiient that leads to nothing but a general pro- 
pofiltioni the mode of carrying which into effefl: may he fetded 
Kdreafter. Idonot adopt any one extreme in this queftion. 

Permit me now toaflc the indulgence of the Houfe while I 
addrefs myfclf to thofe v^ho have maintained the odier extreme^ 
that it is abfdutefy nccefiary for the cultivation of the Weft 
India Iflands ,to maintain an importation of African Slaves a» 
efual. I entresit and folemnly conjure ti^tmxo ^n^ ^.Srxnss^ 



( I<* > 



1 



I 

cdnfi Aeration t6 that point. I apprdicfid fhqr tanaot thmklf j 
afltime too much when I fay, that if bodi Slavery and the Slave ^ 
Ttade can be aboliihed with lafety tO' their property, it deepift; 
concerh» their intereft that the cultivatioo ef their Iflaikk ihouU^-] 
be by Freemen rather than by Slaves. 

This general propofition, I take it for granted, nobodj:*. 
will controvert, i need not illuftrate the propofition ^ look toh 
the wtiole of the evidence before you cf» the ftate' of diofi^ 
very Slaves. That they are ill uied, I do not mean to lay t#; 
die charge af the Weft India Planters; I dare fay feme, who^ 
are not poffi^lTed of that general humanity which the reft of 
mankind have, may treat the Slaves ill. The Honourablei 
Member who fpoke to-night informs us, that die Planters are 
ui general dHjpofed to pay much regard to their Slaves^ and. 
this from confeience, as well as from a principle of intereft. I. 
belieVe many reipe&able Owners in the Weft Indies take, 
great care of their Negroes. But will not the fame principle 
teach them how unfeeming the cultivation by Slaves is, i£ 
it is poffible to be efiefted by Freemen ? And permit me to 
&y, there would, in my opinion, be fome inconfiftencyJn the 
condutSt of Parliament, if they ihould take meafures for the 
Abolition of the Trade, without at the faitie time taking .thi& 
under confideration alfo. Far be it from me— God forbid that 
I (hould lamit the philanthropy of my Honourable Friends^ oc, 
that I (hould entertain the fmalleft wifli to infult the degraded 
Ihdres of Africa. It is foniething anomalous that we, who are 
ourfelves free^ (hould carry on a Slave Trade with Africa ; ani 
it is fomething anomalous alfo that we, wboenjoy the full bene^r 
fits of freedom^ (bould never think of introducing cultivation 
in the Weft Indies by Freemen, and not by Slaves. 

I will here appeal to thofe Gentlemen who know it oficially ; 
I appeal to all the Weft Indians themfelves, for the truth of 
what I am going to ftate^ I appeal alfo to the Audior of th^ 
Hi(^ory of Jamaica, I mean Mr. Long, and I aik whether 
there is any man who does not 2grtt in the plain account givez^ 
by tteit hiftorian, th^t the gremt danger in the Weft In£n 
orijei \k reaUty frem the impwrtution ef the Mricm Slaves 
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inU the IJbmdt f Mr. Long has menfioned it as a h&^ 
and he wrote long before diis queftion was ih agitation, and 
hck with any pakrticular dfefire to aboltih the African trade. He 
diffindly ftates, after referring his readers to the Hiftosy of all 
the Weft India Ilbnds, that all the infurreAions ardfe* from 
the imported Africans, and not from die Negroes born in the 
Iflands. If this is true, permit me to remind the Weft 
Indans, how dirediy this obfervatbn bears upon the prefent 
queftion. But when we are alfo told by that author, th^ it 
is a trade deftrudive to the inhabitants of Africa, and that 
it gives rife to robbery, 'murder, and all kinds of abufes and 
depredations on the coaft of Africa — has this alfo had any 
anfwer? No-*except indeed diat it isfaid^ in defence of the! 
trade, that thole Slaves who are imported by us are all men 
condenmed for crimes, and in confequence of the legal fentence 
of the lawi Then I aft the fame Gentlenien again, Are not 
the imported Africans, as Mr. Long alfo ftates, all the! con« 
vicis,' aH the rogues^ thieves, and vagabonds of Africa? I beg 
to alk, whether the Weft Indians cbufe to <lepend ^*n frelh 
fupplies of them far the cultivation x>f their lands, afid 
the fecurity of their Iflands^ when it is alfa found that every 
infurreSion has arifen from tbofc very perfons^ It is plain 
tiie fafetyof the Weft India Iflands is coocemed iu this que^«. 
tion. There will be danger of freifa ftmggles (o leng as aa 
Abditioiiofdiis trade is refufed. The Weft IndiaGentlem^o are 
by thefe importations bringiog -upon the Iflands the engines 
ef their own deflTu£)Jon. 

I now call upon them to give a frrious cbnfideration 
to the queftioA, to confider whether they will not a£)b 
morr judicioufly, and for their own intereft, if they will coa» 
CMT in the opinioA of putting an. end to this trade, inftead of 
ftanding up for the (yftem <ai perpetual importations. 

What right. Sir, have they to fiippofe that the coaft of 
Africa is for ever to remain in its prefent ftate of barbarity ? 
If once a Prince of an enlightened character (hould rife up \tk 
Ihat bemifphere, his firft ^^L would be to make the means of 
«arryi|ig oflF all Slaves from thence impradicable* Is it then 
for. the fake <^fuQh a precarious aud t^m^g^X") ^\>s^\^)j^^C^;sa^ 
She prekat /yftcm is to be continwt4\ 
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-Wh|^ ^eafini have they to fufipofe the light of Heaven wifl 
Mver delcend upoa thfU continent? From that inonMi]i|| 
th^re.muft be an end of die preleqt d^xan Trade. 1 he firft? 
fyftem of improvement^ the firft; idea. of happinefs that «iB,t 
arife in that continent, will bring with it the downfall of 1^^ 
African .Slave Trade, andthis in a more efie&ua) way than if done '^ 
by any regulations of thia country. Let this fuggeft to theia| t 
Aat it, is t^eir own intereft.to contrive a mode of fupplying hi* : 
bour without trufling to the importation of Slaves from Africa. . 
They may reft afiiired the trade will not continue. 

Idonot^UudetothePetitionsinonewayortheother. Perhapi 
the queftion does not acquire much additional force from them^ 
Many of thefe may been have produced by anxious follicttation8| 
and emiflaries fent ^bout ; and many of thofe who figned them 
bave net perhaps been very much veried in the nature of th^ 
quefiion* They ai!e defirous of obtuning the Abolition^ 
but have not refieSed whether the Trade ihould b^ 
Aoliihed gradually or iipQiediately. It is not upon the 
Petitions that I am defirpus of founding any obfervatipnsy bu^ 
I wi(b to obferve this, Uiat the idea of die impolicy of the 
African Slave Trade has long been entertained by die^ moft 
Enlightened underftandingf of this country, as well as the idea( 
thiat it is not founded in juftice. It is die fentiment of a greaf 
body of people that it is not politic, and ought not to exift. 
It has made a deep impreiEon on the minds of enlightened * 
men in this country^ that .this trade is obnaxions to a thoufand 
perils and dangers. If that is the cafe. Is it a prudent thing 
to reft oh that trade ibr the further improvement and cultiva- 
tion of their property i . I really fpeak with a view to their 
own intereft. I have fo often feen imaginary apprehen^on^ 
entertained on fiich fubje£b, that I am fatisfied in a ' ftvi 
years we (hall fee d)is queftion at reft, and that the -Weft 
India Proprietors themfelves will become of my opinion. 

There was a fpecies of flavery prevailing only a few year^ 

ago in fome boroughs in Scodand. £very child that carried t 

coal from the pit, was the bound flave of that borough, and 

their emancipation was thought by Parliament to be material, 

md wu very-much agita^d in tte Houfit* IX'vt^ \u:%ed^ that 

Vx 



let every. man*s genius be what it mighty yet in thofe piti 
(the work from its nature being carried on underground) \% 
was quite an excepted cafe, and ivithdut this principle gf 
Jlavery tlxe coQieries could not 'be worked} that the price of 
coals would be raifed ^o a moft immoderate height^ and all the 
nei^bouring manuBiftories which depended oh them would 
cflentially fufier in their interefts. After feyeral years ftrugglc, 
fte Bill was carried through both Houfes of Parliament, I 
am old enough to remember the difpute ; within a year after^ 
idle whole idea. of the. collieries being hurt by the JVbolition of 
this/ort of Slavery^ vaniihed in finoke,^ and there wa$ an end 
Df the bufinefs, 

* An Honourable Gentleman has ^o told you, iVfalcli \k 
another argument to the £ime point, that the regulation of the 
Middle PaCflikge has had a filutary efFed. Now, Sir, the 
frefetit alarms are not more lively than thofe which were ex-r 
prelled when that Bill took place. Th<^ ruin of the Liverpool 
and Brifflol trade was foretold. Yet now one of the Rcpre-r 
fentatives xromes forward and plainly tells you, ^^ Our alarnji 
were ill^foimded^ our apprehenfions were without ground, we 
found fauk with aflyour regidatjons, we afcribed every mi& 
chief to them, whereas we find by experience they have been at- 
tended with every benefit,^ Am I then afking too much whea 
{ a{k for a candid confideratioti of the real grounds of the pre*^ 
(ent apprefaenfion ? Perhaps the Weft Indians may find that th^ 
beft thing they can do is to <^dfe in with my proportion, and 
that they will not a£t moft wifely and prudently for themfelves, 
in maintaining the continuance of the trade with Africa, as at 
all times neceftary for the prefervation, improvement, and cul- 
tivation of the Weft India Iflands. 

^ I am far from flattering myfetf that any thing I have fail 
i^an at once totally eradicate prejudices that are deeply rooted, 
and bring over men to a fet of altogether new i^ieas ; but I 
mean to propofe a moderate and a middle way of proceeding. 
If therefore Aere is any grfeat body in this Houfc, any re- 
fpe£bble number of perfons who are of opinion with me, that 
this trade muft be ultimately abolifhed, but by moderate meafuret^ 
vrbiQb ihall not invade tli^ property of individudls, nor fhock 
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too fuJdenly the prciudiccs of our Wcff India Iflands ; I txj^ 
if there is any great body of iren of this opinion, I wiih thca 
to conneA themfelves together, and I will venture to fay, dut 
Gentlemen of that moderaU or middle way of thinking maf 
now reduce the queftion to its proper bounds, an4 msuntaii^ 
ifce principle of aboli(hIng the Slave Trade in confiftenqf 
with their other principles. I ofier thefe few obfervattoos t» 
^ir confideratioa. 



Mr. Addikcton, Speaker— —Sir, profefSng myfdf as I d^ 
to be one of thofe moderate men aUuded to by the Hbnourablt 
Gentleman who fpoke lafl, and being of that moderate way of 
thinking, which he approves; I cannot forbear giving way to 
Ac impreflion made upon me» by his forcible manner of ftadng 
Ac argument. 

in my mind no queftion ever came before this Houfi^ whidi 
de£erved a more complete or feiious inveftigation. Deeply 
coafidering the great importance of its obje£t, I feeU and I have 
long felt, fiich a mode of treating it, as much to be defired, be- 
caule I have believed, that it would ^cilitatethe attainment of that 
gireat end^ which I am fure every one would wifh to be attained 
with as little injury as pofGble to private property^ The fear of 
doing a fundamental injury to that extenfive property has hitfierto 
prevented me from giving an opinion againft a iyftem, the 
continuance of which^ however, I could not prevail m myfelf 
to permit or countenance. 

The Slave Trade I abhor; but in the way the Abolition of it 
was propofed by my Honourable Friend, in the iaft year, I could 
not bring myfelf to adopt it, becaufe I W9& perfuaded, that the 
Ipecific meafure be offered to the Houfe, would prove ineffecr 
tual to the accomplilhment of its purpofe : Nor, Sir, would I 
kave it imagined} that I have taken up my averfton to this infk- 
mous fyftein> merely from the infpedion of tho(e volumes of 
evidence on your table* No^ Sir, it was upon tbofb folid prin- 
ciples fo eloquently and forcibly ftated by the Honourable G^ 
ttoan who fpoke M. 
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I remember^ on its being once imputed to a noble and learned 

I#ord) diat has now been fqr fome years retired from the Bench^ 

when at an early period of his life he was employed againfl: the 

Itebcl Lords, that he had not ufed againft them language fuffi* 

clentlyftrong in proportion to their crime; he well anfwerei^ 

diat he pitied the loyalty of that man, who imagined that any 

epithet could aggravate the crime of treafon. And, Sir, I take 

leave to fay, that X know no language which can add to the 

horrors of the Slave 7rade. It is equal to every purpofe of 

crimination to afTert, that thereby man is made JubjeS to the 

defpotifm of man \ that man is to be bought and fold* I hav« felt^ 

however, upon every occafion when this fubje£l has been dif- 

culled, that I had a vaft difficulty before me : on the one hand, 

it is.impoflible not to condemn the trade, and to recognize the 

claims of juftice due to a whole continent on that fide, and to 

diat infinite multitude of perlbns whom it renders miferable ; 

but, on the other hand, there are alfo oppojing claims of juftice 

on the part of the Weft Indians. There is a defcription of 

persons on that fide, who, in like manner, have a ftrong claim 

that juflice in their cafe (hould be attended to* 

Many Gentlemen have adverted to the effefls of abolifhing 
die trade In part only, this being the whole confequence of its 
derelidion by 'this country. I own I fhould be difpofed to con* 
fider this point very much as it has been confidered by my Right 
Honourable Friend. The queftion is not fo much, whether it 
would be carried on by this or that foreign country,^ but whether 
we (hould continue it under circumftances fo very ofFenfive as 
the prefent. But if no importation whatever is to take place, it 
has always appeared to me, that under the prefent circum* 
fiances of the Weft India Iflands, an utter impoflibility muft 
preient itfelf of maintaining the prefent ftock : I mean that the 
number now in the iflands is not fufficient for that purpofe. 

After the very able manner in which the whole of this ex- 
tenfive queftion has been argued to-night, I will not tread over 
the ground ag'<un ; but it will be necefiai'y for me to obierve on 
fome particular part:;. It was forcibly argued, by my Honour- 
able Friend who opened the Debate, that according to the difpro* 
^ortionoffexes which really has appeared, the fuj^l^ oCthsN^- 
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^oes 111 future muft be Cd'ntinually increafing) and* that in a ver 
few years all the difficulties will be entirety furmotinted; t Ainl 
diat what he faid, if conclufive with refpe<fl to Jamaica, did noi 
apply to th^ circumftances of the other ifliinds. Nor, Sir. 
dbes it appear to me, that the circumftance ftated by my Ho- 
nourable Priend is to be diepended upon for furnlfliine^fo cer^ 
tiiin and' effectual an increafe of population, as a plan for pro^ 
yiding the iflands with a fufficient additional number of fe- 
males. 

There is now a total difregard among the Negrbies to alT 
rdigion and morality ; and a mode of proceeding is therefore 
extremely neceilary, which may tend to correA their morals by 
regulating their domeftic life : and this, Sir, in time, would 
infallibly decreafe the anxiety and fears of thofe under whofe 
protection they are, and unite all more dofely as members of 
the fame fociety. But, circumftanced as they now are, they 
cannot rely upon them ; and therefore fome farther importa- 
tion appears to me neceflary, not only for their future fupply, 
but alfo for their fafety and comfort. 

I own that, having ferioufly in my own mind revolved thefe 
coniiderations, I almoft defpaired of finding any Gentleman of 
fufficient weight in this Houfe, and with the authority of an 
official lituation, who would take upon himfelf the tafk of di« 
gefling and bringing forward a plan equal to the accomplifh- 
ment of the great end propofed, the combination of true and 
rational humanity, with that fubflantial juftice which is due to 
all the parties concerned. 

The mode fuggefted by the Right Honourable Gentleman 
appears to me incapable of being altered to any confiderable 
advantage, except indeed that my mind does not yet go to 
the point of granting liberty to the children born on the ifTands : 
and I fhould imagine that the trade might be permitted to exifl 
for a few years longer, poffibly eight, ten, or twelve, under 
fuch arrangements as fhould fatisfy the minds even of thofe 
who contend for an immediate Abolition, by framing fuch re* 
gulations as fhould introduce a kind of management among the 
Negroes in the Wefl Indies, favourable to their interefls and 
(scurityy and of courfc to tW\t tutuic Vv?iifi^mtfe» 
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One fpecies of regulation which I fhould propofe will 
operate as a fountain of perpetual increafe to their numbers ; 
I mean a greater encouragement to the importation of fe- 
males than males, by means of a bounty on the former or by 
flibje£ling the latter to a heavier duty, which would a£l as a 
Ipecies of bounty till the natural equality of numbers ihall be 
found to be reftored. 

As another mode of increafing population, fomething 
might be done in the way of giving land or money to thofe 
who ihould raife a certain number of children, and premiums 
to thofe who fhould find means of alleviating negro labour by 
machines for hufbandry, or the fubflitution of cattle. 

I never remember to have heard any fcheme propofed 
before, analagous to this, which my Honourable Friend has 
now brought forward : and as, notwithflanding the intimate 
and unreferved communication which I have the pleafure to 
enjoy with him, it has never happened that this fubje£t has 
been a topick of converfation between us ; I mufl therefore 
be ignorant of the extent of his ideas relating to it : yet I am 
perfuaded he would not have offered his obfervations to the 
Houfe without intending very fpeedily to fubmit to confidera- 
tion fome fpecific meafure of fubftantial reform, and ultimate 
abolition, grounded on the plan which he has mentioned; 
in which I fhould concur as thinking it likely to be attended 
with great advantages. At the fame time I cannot but 
recoUeft on what ground this queflion has been argued by my 
Honourable Friend who moved it. I certainly have invari* 
ably wifhed the accomplifhment of the fame object with him, 
though I cannot but hope that his mode will not be adopted : 
I mean that of an immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade^ as 
it is called j though it certainly does not deferve that name. 
It is not a trade, and ought not to b^ continued. I am fatis- 
fied that in a very fhort period of years it will ceafe to be the 
I'eproach of this nation, and the torment of Africa. Wife 
and well digefled regulations, by which it would very foon be 
utterly defhroyed, would not only be productive of great 
benefit to diis counU'y^ but would iuSit^MtaSciVj \i^ ^^^xs^v^cJv^^ 
St blcMng to Ac Wefl India Iflatvds* Krv^ \ otx cot&Ak^^ 
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that they are as anxious as wc can be to obtain this object:; 
provided It can be obtained without any material injury ta 
their efTential inter efts. 

I have now, Sir, very little more, v/ith which to trouble 
the Houfe. Had it not been, indeed, for the circumftance of 
my Honourable Friend, who fpoke laft, bringing forward a 
propofition fo perfectly coinciding with my own fentiments, 
and which ftruck fo forcibly on my mind, I fliould not, perhaps,, 
have thought it neceflary to have delivered my opinion ia 
this debate. 

As to my other Honourable Friend who introduced this 
bufinefs ; I hope he will not regard any obfervations I have 
made, or what I arh ab6ut to fay, as meant perfonally to him- 
fclf. But as he has fully explained his intention to be imme* 
diate abolition, though his motion does not abfolutely ex- 
prefs it, I cannot but think that it would have been dealing 
more fairly with the Committee to have inferted that idea in 
explicit terms. Being aware of his intention I cannot allow 
myfelf to fupport his motion : but I confole myfelf with the 
hope, that a meafure will very fpeedily be brought forward 
which I fhall be able moil cordially to fupport and approve. 



The Right Honourable William Windham rofe, but 
fat down again, perceiving Mr. Fox had alfo rifen. 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE CHARLES JAMES FOX. 



Although, Sir, whi:t has been lately faid by one Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, muft carry with it more weight than 
any thing I can offer on this fubjeft^ I do confefs that while 
I was attending to him, I felt infinite uneafinefs inftead of any 
fatisfaflion : and I cannot help riling to exprefs, that I have 
never heard a more fevere or more efficacious refiftance.madc 
to the Honourable Gentleman's motion. I do not meaii to infi- 
nuate that the Gentlemen who fo fpoke were not ferious— but 
fomediing fo much more mifchievous has been faid, and fome- 
thing fo much more like a fouadatloti has been Uid for pre- 
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fcrving, not only for years to come, but for aught I know, 
for ever^ that deteftable traffic, that I cannot excufe 
myfelf from flacins:; with the utmoft plainnefs the 
grounds upon which I a£t in this moft important concern,. 
I muft with all the zeal and force of which I am mafter, de- 
precate all fuch deceptions and delufions upon the country. 
They may not be intentionally io : but I muft call every 
thing deception and delufiori;, which n\ay prevent the Com- 
mittee from feeing the bufinefs in its true light— From feeing 
what alone is and muft be the qncfUon^—^fVhcther this exe- 
crahle Slave T^rade^ is fit to be continuedy or ?nujl be aboUfljed? 

The Honourable Gentlemen, call themfelves moderate men \ 
but upon this fubjecft, I confefs, I neither feel, nor defire to 
■feel, any thing like the fentim^nt of moderation — Sir, to talk 
of moderation, upon this matter, reminds me of a paflage in 
Middleton's Life of Cicero — there is one part defeftive, 
namely, jhe tranflation, but it is equally applicable to my pre- 
fent purpofe ; he fays, " To enter a man's houfe and kill 
him, his wife, and family, in the night, is certainly a moft 
heinous crime, and deferving of death. But to break open his 
houfe, to murder him, his wife, and all his children,, in the night, 
may flill be very right ; provided it is done ivith moderation.'* 

This is abfurd, I think, it will be faid; and yet Sir, it is not 
fo abfurd as to fay the Slave Trade may be carried on with 
moderation; for if you cannot break into d. Jingle hou/e^ if you 
cannot rob and murder a fingle man, with moderation ; with 
what moderation can you break up a whole country ? can you 
pillage and deftroy a whole nation? Which, if it had fenfc and 
§)irit to refift a publick injury, you could not — you would not 
darey jto do.. Indeed— ^indeed Sir, in an affair of this nature, I do 
oot profefs moderation ! Sir, I never could think of this aboli- 
tion,but as a queftion of fimple juftice. It is only, Whether we 
(bould authorize by law, rcfpeding Africa, the commifSon 
of crimes, for which, in this country, we (hould incur the 
kwttt^ penalties of the law ; and even forfeit our lives in the 
moji ignominious form. Notwithftanding whlch^ tha tvH<^ 
ffonourable Gentlemen think it a c\v\(i&.\otvX.oV \.\^-'»xc^ ^^^"^ 
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moderation, pleading that moderation in arranging this rob^ 
bery and murder, may be very proper and ufeful. 

Bad as every propofition of this kind is, I {hould ftjlj,' 
have liked the prefent one better, if it had gone to any thing \ 
fpecifick — The laft Right Honourable Gentleman, fays th« 
Slave Trade is a queftion, " he cannot contemplate ^thout 
horror;" and yet he will not give a vote for its immediate 
dcftruftion. The other Gentleman fays, " He will not vote 
for its continuance ;*' but he is not entirely againft it. Where 
is the proof they will ever vote for the 'abolition of it ? May 
they not fay the fame thing, whenever you come to declare 
the time when that event is to take place ? If they have any 
arguments to produce for it, provided any arguments can be 
urged in favour of murder and robbery, let them be brought 
forward; let them (hew that that is law which exifts in fad in 
the breach of every law ; and let them then explain to us how 
fuch enormities can by any manoeuvres be rendered fit and 
proper for the Houfe to continue, for a few years, or even for 
a few days longer. 

I will fuppofe, if you pleafe, that the Weft India Iflands 
are likely to want Slaves, on account of the diiproportion of 
the fexes. How is this to be cured ? A Right Honourable 
Gentleman propofes a bounty on an importation of females-** 
or in other words, he propofes to make up this deficiency, by 
ofiering a premium to any crew of unprincipled and favage 
ruffians, who will attack and carry off any of the females of 
Africa ! — a bounty from the Parliament of Britain that ihall 
make the fortune of any man, or kt of men, who fhall kidnap 
or fteal any unfortunate females from that continent ! who {hall 
bring them over as flaves, in order that they may be ufed for 
breeding flaves !— who (hall kill their huibands, fathers, or re« 
lations, or fhall inftigate any others to kill them, in order that 
thefe females may be procured !— I ihould like to fee the Ri^ht 
Honourable Gentleman bring up fuch a claufe — I fhould like 
to fee how his claufe would be worded— ^I could like to know 
iriio would be the man who v^ould dare to pen fuch a claufe, 

I^ Sir» 
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I, Sir, for my part, complain throughout of the whole fyfteia 
on which this trade is founded; and I wiih to expofe the 
conduftof thofe who take credit to themfelves by treating this 
fubje<Sl as a moderate bufinefs. One Honourable Gentleman, 
the only perfon, I think, who has a£ted with fairnefs on that 
fide of the queftion, declares that he refifts us in our whole 
attempt, and fays, the trade ought to go on forever, and 
ought not to be abolifhed. In truth. Sir, I think that all thofe 
members who have fpoken the moft dire£Uy againft the abo* 
lition, have made as much concedion to us, in fubftance, 
diough not perhaps in words, as thefe Honourable Gentle* 
men, who are for Gradual Abolition. 

If we are to be fatisfied with aflertions, we ought to re - 
member, that on laft year's defeat, it was held out that fome 
meafure would be fpeedily fubmitted to the conllderation of 
the Houfe-«-<^ whole twelvemonth, however, has pafled, and 
no ftep has been taken* Gentlemen now come and declare^ 
they are for abolifliing the Slave Trade gradually-^hut I 
muph fear, if it had not been for our renewal of the queftion, 
all thofe gradual meafures, would not even have been named, 
and the Slave Trade would have been now quite undifturbed. 
For though fo many Gentlemen feem to fay, that adequate 
means ought to be ufed to bring about fo deflrable an end, 
they really hold out no means to this Houfe, for carrying this 
end into execution. And when fo large a part of this feflion 
has pafled without our having heard of any intention of pro* 
pofing thofe plans of moderation, what can I fay? What 
opinion can I entertain, but that thofe ideas of regulation 
are only fit for the purpofe of totally defeating the propofi- 
tion of my Honourable Friend, 

One Honourable Gentleman declarer it to be his intention 
gradually to abolifh the Slave Trade, by meliorating the ftate 
of the negroes in the Iflands, and thereby rendering it unne« 
ceflary. But the Honourable mover of the bufinefs, fays, 
with for more wifdom and praflicability, " I will gradually 
produce the Abolition of Slavery, by immediately aboliihing 
the Slave Trade^^sJid 1 will never ceafe ftotsv ^xQfecNivvcv%x«^ 
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plan till the objeS fhall be accomplifhed.'* — ^What fays the 
other Honourable Gentleman ? Does it appear probable, from 
the zeal and fervency he has hitherto ftiewn, that he will pro- i, 
fecute this fcheme of Weft India reformation till there (haff 
be ultimately an Abolition of the Slave Trade? He fays, " I ] 
will not adopt this meafure, bec^iufe it feems an invafion upon 
property.'* But furely we may prohibit our fubjefts from com- 
mitting crimes, without our being thereby chargeable with 
taking away the prop-^rty of the Weft Indians : which laft 
indeed is not our plan, but that of the Ri^ht Honourable 
Gentleman himfelf, who is not contented with taking die 
property, or rather the perfons, of tfie Africans ; but alfo pro- 
pofes to take from the Weft Indians the flaves which are al- 
ready theirs ; and all this to fliew his tendcrnefs for property! 

His propofed mode too, by which this abolition of flavery 
there is to be accompliflied, is not a little curious, Firft of 
all, the children are to be horn free \ then to be educated 
at the expence of thofe to whom the father belongs.— 
The race of future freemen, he fays, {hall not be without 
education, like the prefent miferable flaves. But then it oc- 
curred to the Right Honourable Gentleman, that they could 
not be educated for nothing : in order, therefore, to repay 
this expence, fays he, when educated, they fhall be flaves for 
ten or fifteen years ; and fo we will get over that difficulty. 
They are to have the education of a freeman, in order to 
qualify them for being free : and after they have been fo edu-^ 
cated, then they (hall go and be flaves. — But as this free edu- 
cation may poflibly unfit them for fubmitting to flavery; 
fo after they have been compelled to bow under the yoke 
of fervitude for this term of ten or fifteen years, they may then^ 
perhaps, be equally unfit to become free, and theiefore may 
remain flaves, for a great number of years longer, or even for 
life. 

Now, what can be more vifionary than fuch a mode of 
education for the purpofe of emancipation ? — If any one 
' fcheme can be imagined more abfuxd than another^ I think 
it is the one now propofed* 
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The Honourable Gentleman that introducetl this motion, 
very properly fays, " as this pniclice, which by a ftranf^e per- 
verfion of words is called the Slave Tradt'^ ought indifputably 
to be confldered as a moft enormous crime, rather than a 
commerce ; it is our duty to prohibit and punifh the perpe- 
tration of it, even though it fhould not be in our power ef- 
feSually to annihilate it." — No, fays the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, for though I do not argue, as others have done 
that becaufe the French, Spaniards, and Dutch will do it, 
that we are thereby juftified in taking our Ihare; yet as our 
coloilies will get flaves by the means of thefe other nations 
jf we abandon it, therefore we had better ourfelves afford 
them the fupply. 

Now Sir, I, on the contrary, have no difficulty in faying, 
in the firft place, that if they are to be fupplied, I wifli it to 
be by the French, Spaniards, and Dutch, or any other nation 
under Heaven, rather than by ourfelves. But, again, does 
he think that we have no external power, no authority to pre- 
vent the importation of Slaves, when he allows us an internal 
authority; an authority with refpecl to the education of chil- 
dren, the emancipation of Slaves, and the Lord knows what ? 

Sir, the Houfe begins to fee that this trade is not confident 
with juftice, and they feel themfelves unhappy at that fight. 
An honourable Gentleman who fpoke early in the debate, 
acknowledged that many enormities were pracftifed in it and ' 
were to be found in the evidence on your table ; but, fays he, 
would it be fair to take the charaflcr of this country, from 
the records of the Old Bailey? — I do not at all wonder. Sir, 
that when this fubjedl was mentioned, the Old Bailey natu-i 
rally occurred to his recoUeflion : the faiSIs which are de- 
fcribed, are aflbciated in all our minds with the ideas of cri* 
minal jujitce ; but the Honourable Gentleman forgot the ef- 
(entlal difference between the two cafes. When, we learn from 
the Old Bailey Records that crimes have been committed in 
this country, we learn at the fame moment that they are 
punijhed with tranfportation and death — when we hear of thefe 
crimes committed in the Slave Trade, we find the^^a. ^^-iSk^ 



( 120 ) 

over with trnpunity'^'^^Yy we even fee them rewarded, and tfe 
perpetrators going out again under the fame mafters to com* 
mit more. 

There has been an accufetion againft the Committee whidi 
fat in the Old Jewry, for having diftributed copies of the 
evidence ; I had the honour of being one of that Committee, 
though perhaps from other avocations, not a very conftant 
attendant; my advice was to diftribute them as largely as 
could be done : for I do heartily wijhj that there Jkould not he a 
man in this nation who can read^ hut Jkould fee the evidence i/- 
^ore the Houfe. I am fure Sir, it would produce on the coun- 
try that effed^, which I truft it will ultimately upon the Houfo 
of Commons, and enfure an immediate Abolition. 

In difparagement of fome of thofe who had given their tef- 
timony, it is obje£ted to them by one Honourable Gentleman, 
that they were, many of them, ^oor people. Why Sir if they have 
poverty, they may have veracity. — I do not know but thefe two 
things may go together. The Honourable Gentleman, however, 
took fpecial care to inform us, that his veracity was not to be 
objefted to, on that fcore ; and I believe it is not, but if his 
circumftances had been like theirs, I dare fay he would have 
deemed his own evidence, as credible, and as fit to be re- 
ceived.— Then he brought againft them the evidence of Lord 
Rodney, Lord Macartney, Admiral Ediyards, Admiral Ar- 
buthnot, &c. &c. &c. whofe characters as commanders 
I revere. Bvt have they faid any thing about the Slave Tracje ? 
Have they even told you that they have ever feen the coaft oS. 
Africa ? Do they know any thing of the Slave Trade, except 
from the fame fource, which every Gentleman in this Houfe 
has it in his power to refort to— the Evidence upon our 
table ? They have fpoken of nothing but of the Weji Indies. 
I am not aware they have had any intelligence from Africa 
upon the fubjed ; and I afk would it not then be thought a 
fhuffling trick of a counfel, if he were to take the teflimony 
of thofe men becaufe they are Lords or great people, to the 
difparagement of the evidence of poorer perfons ? when the 
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bftinioriy of thefe hit is dire£lly to the point in'<|ueftion, ai^ 
that of the great Lords is dn a fubjefl: altogiib& fip&rate and 
diftin^\ Beildes all that thefe grbat men have faid, is at bed 
negaii'0ej and every thing which has been . advanced by -the 
others is pofitive and remains liricontradidled* 

As to the mode df procuring Slaves^ even the honourable 
Gentleman near me (Col. Tarlton) has not ventured to lay 
that it has any thing UAe fairnejs in it; : I thixvk the leaft dif*^ 
reputable way of accounting for the fupply of Slaves^ is to. 
repreient them as having been convidted of .crimes^ by legal au- 
thority. Now, Sir, if the number of them proves on inquiry^ 
to be fuch that it is impoffible to believe they have been all 
guilty even of any crime whatever^ muchleis of crimes 4^fef vin^ 
fo great a puniQimentas perpetual Slavery> this pretence finks 
into nothings and the veiry urging it^ only difgraces thofe. who 
can (atisfy themfdves with defending a prance fo execrable^. 
on grounds fo futile^ and by a fuppofition fo abfurd. What 
does the Houfe think is the whole number; of ; thefe conviGs 
exported annually from Africa ?-^eightY th9UsAn0. But 
I will grant) if you vnll, that it is Britain , alonp that takes all 
her canvi^Si and that the Slaves taken ,by other nations are 
not convidis, but are carried off by fhameful fraud and,vi-r 
olence. Britain alone, I will fuppofe^ is fo fcrvipulous, sis tdt 
receive none that have not legaljy forfeited their liberty, leav- 
ing all the fraud of the Slave Trade to other countries. Bri- 
tain, even on this fujf^pofition; takes off n6 left than THikTY 
OR FORTY THOUSAND annually of African ConviHi / Ndw, 
Sir, is it credible— ^is it poilible for us t6 perfuade pUrfelves, 
that even this nutnber can have been legally bonvii^fld of 
jcrimes^ for which they have jufUy forfeited their liberty? j»Thc 
iiippoikion is ridiculous. t 

. But tvM attowifig2\\iScittt nieii to have been condemned to 
^avery .by due legal prbcefs, and according to the ftri(^ft 
lorinciples g^ juftice ; furely Sir, in this view; it is rather ^on-^ 
difiewdtng in this country ^ and rather new alfo for uS) :to fUce oa 
purf(iWes the ts(k of tranfpotting the convi&s of other parts of tha 
MTorldi much more of thofe whom wc C2\\>a^\\i^xci\i%\ '^>x^5«^^^ 
nowy the court of France or Wviv 'W^x^ x.^ vu\\\»»5«, •*. ^^^ 
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iStoLt we (hedid perform this office for thar criminals— -I M** '1 
tit Ve we (hould hardly find terms that could be ftrong enowgh' I 
f> exprefs our fenfe of the infult<^But for Africa-^iov its petty^ i 
dates*— for its loweftand moft mifetable criminals, we accept 
the office with (atisia£lion and eagernefs ! ' ; 

Now, Sir, a word or two as to the fpecific crimes for which 
(he Africans are (bid as criminak— ^ifc/b^r^ in particular is" 
ime.— Of this wd entertain fo facred a horror, that there being- 
no objeAs to be found at home, we make, as if it were, a crufade 
to Africa, to (hew our indignation at the fml^^As to Aduktrf^ . 
Id be fure^, this does not ftand exa^y on the fame ground* 

Adulterers 6rt to be met with in this country^— but tiien 
this trime is, I fiiptx>fe, f9 t^mmin here, that we know not 
whom to fingle out for punifbment from among the number* , 
Determined, howevefy to (hew our indignation of this- crime 
alfo, we fend to Africa to. punifli it. We there prove our an- 
ger at it to be not a little fevere— and, left Adulterers fbould' 
any where in the world efcape puniihment, we degrade our-^ 
felv^, even in Africa, to be their executioners. 

Thus, Sir, we fend to Africa to punifh wiichcrafiy becaufe 
thi^re are n9 witches to be found here} and we fend to the fame 
country to puni(h Aitdterj^ becaufe the Adulterers here art 
t69 many to incur punifhment. 

Let the Houfe remember too that what T have here ftated ts, 
even by their own account, the very heft ftate of the cafe which 
khte advocates for the Slave Trade have pretended to fei up. 

But let us now fee, how hx faHs will bear them out even irt 
♦hefe mifcrable pretexts. In one- part of the evidence^ we 
find a well known Blatk Trader brings a girl to a Slave fhifi 
lo be fold— The Captain buys her««— Some perfons come oil 
board afterwards and find out who fhe is<«-*-They learn who tfit 
triider ift that fold Hat poor girl-— «nd they go and catch him ; 
bring him to the fiune fliip and fell him for a Slave.-^Whalt 
iay9 the Black Trader to the Captain ? ^^ Do you buy tm 
gnaid trader V* << Yes fays the Captaiii, I will buy you or vaf 
we ^fe^If they wiH fdl you, I'll buy you/* Now, Stf^ 
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there is groat re^ron for d^Uing on this ftory; certainly at 
^e firft view, it appears to be an inftance oC the moft bare-* 
faced villainy, and of nothing elfe. . But if we examine well 
into the fubjed, we fhall fee that what happened in this cafe 
is, and ^ver m^ft be^ the common and prdinary condufl, that 
refiilts from the very nature and circumftances of the trad^- 
itfelf. How could this Captain decide ? What means h^ |v^ 
tven of inquiring who was the real owner of this girl ? W.bc^« 
Afr of the grand trader or not ; or who was dbe owner of t4ie^ 
grand trader i The Captain faid when they fqJd ^ tr^dfr^ thtf 
Ame ihing which h^ iaid when the trader fold the girl, s^nd 
Xbe fame thing too, which he always had faid, and alwaysR 
muft liiy, and which all Slave Captains muft (ay— ^namely***** 
tf J cannot know who ha$ a right to fell you^^it i$ qq affiiir of 
mine-ff^If they'll fell ybu. Til buy you-^I cannot entqr intq^ 
tfaefe controverfies.-r-If any man dlkx% ran ^ Slaves my. rule^ 
is to buy him, andafk no queftions.-' That; the tra^ Js ,ii\ 
faSt carried on in this manner, is indifpittablQ v and that yf^% 
ace made in Africa, folely for ^e parpofe of iUppIying th^ 
European Slave Trade, is equally fo. Is ther^ Offyman thai denies 
it? I do not believe a Jingle GenttenwH in this committee will now 
dare to eontroverifo tueU e/UAliJhed afoR ; and it \% for this reafoni 
I fhall not mUpend your tirne in adducing additional proof. 

I will now enter into fome particulars relative to what 
happened in the river Camaroon> i^r^dy ftated to yoti 
by thiT Honourable Gentleman. Thi$ ^Sair came ouf 
upon an ^on tried b<)fore the Court of Coipmon Pleas^ 
on the firft of March laft, befoT-c XmA Lpughborough* 
It was brought by one M'Dowal againft Gregfon and Co. 
for wages due to the Plaintiff. The fa£b were dire£tiy io 
t/Tue, fo that by this ftraiige concurrence of events, you have 
what you could hardly have expelled :--^You have a judicial 
proof of the whole tranfiu^ions ; containing among otherS) tht 
following important circumftances : A Chieftain, of th^ 
name of Quarmo, who meant to execute his revenge upon 
the Slave C^^in for the iavage violence which the Captain 
lud before committed^ goes to him, and fays, ^^ I want to 

R a ^ 
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g0 tip the country to make trade/ if you will help me 1^: 
giving me fome arms and gunpowder." The propbfal is at onAV^ 
agreed to. Now, Sir, as the Chief meant to deceive thd \ 
Captain,' when heaflccd for thefe arms and gunpowder, wft 
may be very fure he would ufe juft that fort of art, which 
would be nipft likefy-to deceive him — he would not mak^ a 
I^ropofition of any extraordinary kind, that might alarm tho 
Captain's Aifpicions — the reafon he would pretend would bo 
tSifrmofl: ufuial, and common, and'natural, he could think ofi 
His plea, therefore, of borrowing arips to make trader (aiia!| 
f(/tfr, for trade,) wa$ the^^/«;r^/ plea, and for this reiiTon it 
facceeded. It was (6 ufual, fo mucK the every daj's prafHcc^ 
that' the Slave Captain immediately confented as it- werq 

• • • ' 

through habit to the rpqueft, whith he tells you himfelf) hrj 
hii often granted before \ and through the fuccefe of this 
fraud,' his de{lru£tiot^ was accompliflied. In fbort. Sir, 
I again and again ciall on any man to (hew me, how this 
Mde can be cairied on, but by fuch means, that if a mai^ 
were to praftife thfc fam,e in this coqntry, hq would juftiy b^ 
funijhed with death. 

' But, Sir, wearc accufed ofenthufiafm. Are we then fana-^ 
fics ? are we enthufiafts, beqaqfe we cry. Do not rob, Abftain 
from rnurder ? I have ever confidered this bufmefs as- a mbft 
iinjuft and horrible' perfecutipn of our fellow creatures. ' But 
I am told I muft be under fome impreffion of cnthufiafn^. If 
fcy that expreffion be meant zeal and warmth, I froely aq- 
knowledge it ; I glory in it. Enthufiafm, When it arifes out 
of a juft caufe, is that which makes men a6l in it Vfxth energy. 
It is that without 'which nothing great was ever done fince 
the creation of the world. Enthufiafm of this fort I hop9 
therefore I (hall always poflefs, it was what in this cafe w^ 
pride ourfelves in, we glory in it. And, Sir, this being a^ 
1 have faid, a caufe of jufiic'e^ it is one in which I cannot 
admit of any compromife ; for there can be no compromife 
between Tuftice and Injuftice. 

' An Honourable Member ha$ faid it would haye been fairer ' 
in the Gentleman who moved the queftion^ if he had^xpreJled 
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m-thi- terms of it the full extent of his own meaning, 
*Ffeoiigh the words of the motion do not fay immedlaie Abow 
Ktioti, he did I think moft clearly and openly declare A/i in- 
tention was immediately to aboltfh ; and to the motion ttfelf 
there is no fair objeftion on this ground. He has cirawn the 
motion, agr<jeably to the forms of the Houfe, and with per- 
kGt good fenfe, in my opinion. He fays, '* When I bring 
m my bill, I mean to let it be open to amendment •/' it is 
however reafonable for Us to expeft, that the Honourable 
Gentleman will himfelf wi(h to have the blanks filled up iri 
the manner that is moft correfpondent to the feelings of his 
pwn mind upon the fubje£i:. 

What then is the precife queftion now before the Com-r 
mittee for their coniideration ? The t^eftion before you, Sir, 
is only •* whether this Houfe is ready now to fay, that the Slave 
Trade fhall be aboliflied, and this at any time.** Some Gentle- 
men may be for its being aboliQied'in fix years, fome may 
be for its being aboliflied in twelve; fome i^ fix months; but 
all who are for the Abolition at all^ ought indifputably to vote 
for this motion. When we come into the Committee on this 
bill, any Honourable Gentleman may then move a (hort 
period. / fay it ought to be aboliflied immediately. Others 
«pay think it ought to be two, three, fix, ten, or twenty 
years. I I own I think they might as well propofe a thoOfand. 
But by this motion as it now fl:ands, they will have an op- 
portunity of naming what term they pleafe, and they ought 
therefore to yote no\Y with us, if they mean to aboTifli at all. 
■ But mark the condu<ft of the Right Honourable Gentle- 
men.— «Notwi|th (landing they declare themfelves friends to 
the Abolition, they will, by the condufl: they feem now about 
tofollow, give additional weight and ftrength to that majority 
which decided againft the Abolition laft year. By the courfc 
which I propofe they would put an end to that majority. 
I was in hopes they would have done fomething, though it 
{hould be ever fo fmall, towards forwarding the obje£l : but 
thefe hopes entirely :fail me, 

I have 



■ I have been both foiry and a{batne4 to hear a Right jQo- , 
pourable Member of fo much weight and authority as the \ 
Gentleman I allude to, profefs to us, that, ^ he had never 
yet delivered any opinion on fo important a fubjeft as this is." 
Surelyi Sir, when the chair of the Committee was filled b]p 
an Honourable Baronet, who fo proi)erIy and worthily nom 
fills it, and when that Right Honourable Member was thereby 
left at liberty to fpeak and vote upon the queftion, the Com-r 
mittee had fome right toexpeA the benefit of his judgment 
$md abilities i- and I think the Right Honourable Qeptlemaa ; 
))im&lf muft have felt humiliatedi at having to go ufeleftly ■ 
out of the Houfe, or to run behind the Chair, without giving ' 
any opinion <Kaffiftanqe whatever in the decifion of a queftioa 
of fuch magnitude ; a queftion alfo in which the pliUfi^ 
principles of juftice, and the deareft rights gf humanity art 
{o involved. 

Another Right Honourable Gentleman has (aid, ^^ in a lit^ 
time we fhall find that this trade will be abdiihed.'* I bfdiev9 
fo too* The criminality of it is more feeOf snd this will 
abolifh it. ^Petitions have been pre&nted to this Houfe 
which cannot be refift^ ; and the public (who :have lieen 
enlightened by the evidence and the publications of the fociety 
in the Old Jewry) have (hewn a folicitude and %e»l on this 
fubjecSl, which cannot fail of accQmplifhing their obje£t« 

Sir, I have been long enough \n Parliament to have fiK^ 
petitions on a variety of occafions prefented to this Houfei 
and I do not know upon what principle you cai| fpeak flight-t 
ingly of them, as one Honourable Gentleman has donct ttn- 
lefs, you can bring actual evidence bf improper pfa^ces & 
unlefs you can prove for inftance, that fome names have bjeea 
forged, or fome fraudulent means ufed to obtain figo^tures. 

The Honourable Gentleman fays he has two letters t* 
fhew that to fome of thefe there are falfc names. How does 
he know the letters themfelves are not falfe ? How does he 
know the fignature to that letter, which purports to be 
written by a fchool-boy at Chefter, is not as fiSitious as he 
ftsites the petitions to be ? If he can prove, it was not the 
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- petition of Aofe whofe names are figned to it, let it be prorti. 
But) Sir, it is perfectlir ridiculous to fuppofe that fuch a 
immber of petitions from all parts of the kingdom cocdd liave 
been fabricated. If they were, why then have we not as 
many £ibrtcated for the prefervation of the trade, as for the 

. abolition ? " So we might," fays the Honourable Gentlenun, 
•* but the people on our file of the queftion could motconde^' 
fctni to ufe fuch means/* If any Slave Traders, or Captains 
of flave fhips, could any where have been found capable of 
degrading diemfelves fo far as to fign falfe names to petitions, 
er to a(k others to fign them on falfe reprefentaticyns, we 
might in this way of reafoning have had our table equally 
heaped widi petitions on their fide of the queftion. Nq, Sir,' 
fbe reafon why we have none of their petitions, is, that the de- 
tefiion would have been eafy \ and it muft be equally eafy if the 
petitions are mere forgeries on our fide of the quefti on : and if 
the Honourable Gentleman really can find, among ait the Slave 
Captains whom be knows, none who are equal to fuch pra6Hces 
as thefe, I give him joy on his conne£iions, for he muft be 
conne£led with very conicientious Guinea Captains indeed ! 

It has been urged that we have no occafion to adopt 
ihefe viotent meafutes in order to put an end to the Slave 
Trade, for it will foon come to a natural period by the 
gradual civilization of Africa. Sir, it is itnpof&ble $ as 
long as this accurfed trade exifts there can be no civilization ; 
fcarcely a ftep towards it ; while we continue thus to excite 
0ien to war and every fpecies of villainy, can there be any 
civiliauuion in a country, or any thing that can tend to make 
Its inhabitants happy \ Here is the very refinement of our 
cruelty. We create t^try kind and degree of immorality i 
we ourielves render the people iavages, and then we fay, 
^ diofe men are fo favage, that it is bettering their condkioii 
** to tranfport them as flaves to the Weft Indies." 

We have heard the miferable heart-rendfng tale of thofe 
horrid feenes which have palTed in St. Domingo : doubtleft 
fte revolted negroes have there committed devaftadons and 
tmuitrs^ ef trJiich the very rela:doti ttcakm i^t&tt^toEAiShix 
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with horror. But where did thefc Blacks Uarft this cruehy t 
Who in/iru£Ied them to be brutal and ferocious ? They have 
learnt it, Sir, from civilized Europeans, and they have learnt . 
it in the Weft Indies : they gained their inftrudHon from thofe- 
who had tyrannized over them, and from their own mafters ; v 
the opprei&on pra£Ufed on themfelves was in their remem- 
brance, and we may alTure ourfelves this has caufed them to . 
wreak their vengeance with fuch fury. Can any man wifli , 
our Iflands to be in a like fituation I would you expofe them.. ' 
to iimilar fituations ? or would you take the means of pre-. ■- 
venting it ? Stop the farther importation of flaves,— do not - 
add to the number of- thofe Jlaves in particular by whom thefe. 
outrages have been chiefly committed. Even Mr. Long's- 
hiftory of Jamaica points out the probable benefits of fuch a^ 
prohibition. Nor does the good efFedt of the meafure of 
Abolition, even upon our Iflands, end here. Befides leiTen-, 
ing moft materially the danger of infurredions like tliat of 
St. DomingO) it wUl lead to a melioration of the condition 
of the prefent flaves there, by eafy and obvious means ; to 
mild and gentle treatment from their mafters, which fo far 
from diminifhing, will rather increafe their real power and 
authority. When this happy change of fyftem fhall have, 
arrived, you will be able to depend on the Creole Blacks for 
the defence of their country, as much as on the Whites 
themfelves. 

. But it IS faid, " Why are we to be fo very attentive to the 
inhabitants of Africa, and yet not enter into the queftion o£ 
regulating the prefent fyftem of flavery in the Weft. Indies. 
Why are we to be fo tender of the African Blacks, and yet 
have no tendernefs for thofe in our own iflands?" Sir, I dpny 
that I afk for any tendernefs to the people of Africa* I 
only fay, do not rob and murder them to gratify your avarice^ 
Is this aflcing for tendernefs ? And as to the flaves in thtf 

.Weft Indies, I do f^el every thing fgr them. 1 do fay, that 
• • • • 

|he (lavery, even of -a per fon brought up and bred in -it, i$ 

much to be pitied. This, however, is far lef?. fi;rieYoits thaj| 

.tile iZavery of. au irooorud iVEuc?^T^» . T<^ V. v^^ ^v*^ o^^ tK« 
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tharrthat brought him up^ and in the fame country where be 
was born, is quite a different thing from a man's being forced 
from his own country into flavery, torn from his friends, de- 
prived of that freedom which he has enjoyed till he was 
grown npy and made to work, contrary to all his former ha- 
bits^ under the 'whip of a driver, in a new quarter of the 
globe. 

AnKiodfly, however, doldefire to alleviate the mifery alfci 
of thofe unhappy flaves already in the Weft Indies j but as t6 
Ae mode of doing it, and as to thtf right we may have to 
make regulations on that ftibje(^j all this is a feparate con* 
fideration* But to argue for regulations in the iflands to be 
previoufly made by us, as the beft meaiis of abolitidn— to argue 
ibr this ilaw, and doubtful, and circuitous way of aboli(hing 
the tradfe, when we can do it in a direft way ^nd inftantly^ 
is m other words to fay, " Do tiot do a thing which you are 
quite able and competent to do, till you h^ve by degrees 
cffe£led another thing, which other thing you ate not Com- 
petent, and perhaps ndt able to do at all !'^ , 

Sir, I nov/ come id that which I confider really as the 
foundation of the whole bufinefsi The more I think on the 
fiibjeft, the more I refledt on all the arguments, mifcrable 
as they are ! which our adverfaries bring forward in their 
defence ; the more am I convinced that there is one 
gjTound, and only one ground, on which it is poilibld for their 
fide of the queftion to ftand. It is an argument which they 
did refort to at the firft, which they haVc riot ufed to day | 
but which really, Sir^ if I were to adyife them^ they fliould 
again tefort to, and reft their whole cafe upon it. I 
mean that there is a difference of Jpectis^ between black 
men and white, which is to be affumed from the diffetenci 
of colour ^ Driven as our antagonifts have been froui 
this ground, and aOiamed of it* as they now are, thi^y really 
have no other* Why, Sir^ if we cai| bilt eftabllfh that 
1>lacks an men like ourfelves^ is it poffible that we can 
have any patience on this fubjeft ? Apply the fame cafe 
to FrancCy which is hapfienmg cvci^ ^vj vcw K^wi-i^N '^^5>fc 



difference, in fafl. Is only in the colour of the people of /Ar*- 
two countries. 

There exifts now in France (or in fevcral of its provinces) \ 
a very great degree of animofity ; and there are two contend- 
ing parties — I believe indeed the accounts are much exagger- 
ated — But let us fuppofe now, that at Marfeilles, for inftanc^ 
or fome other port, the Ariftocrates were to fell the Democrates 'J 
as faft as they could catch them ; and the Democrates wer^ I 
to fell tne Ariftocrates in like manner, and that we had fhips 
hovering on the coaft, ready to carry them all off as (laves to 
Jamaica, or fome other ifland in the Weft Indies. If we 
were to hear of fuch a circumftance, would It not ftrike us , 
with horroV ? What is the reafon ? Becaufe thefe men are of 
cur own colour. There is no other difference in the two cafes 
whatever. 

I will quote, on this^oint, one of the antients, by way of 
proving the fame thing — no lefs a genius than Ariftotle— He, 
wiftiing to eftablifli fome ground of defence for flavery fays, 
** The Barbarians are of a different race from us^ and were 
horn to he Jlaves to the Greeks.^* Now, Sir, if any better rea- 
fon could be found out in juftification of flavery, I fliould think 
that moft fertile genius would have been the firft to difcover \t% 
He faw domeftic tyranny exercifed in an extreme degree, and 
this in ftates where political tyranny was not fuffered — He 
aflced himfelf the reafon, and after he had fearched his won- 
derful invention (finding flavery to be the practice of his 
country, and not wifliing to condemn if) he could refort to 
no other argument than that of faying, " the Barbarians are 
inferior to the Greeks by nature ;" becaufe, forfooth, the 
Greeks had had ftrength to conquer them. It is true, many 
of thefe Barbarians were of the fame colour with the Greeks 5 
ftill, however, it was neceffary to eftablifli a dtfiinSfion in the v 
nature of the different men, in order to aiSgn any real reafon 
for permitting the difference in their treatment. 

As to fetting up any diftinSion of nature between people 
pi our own colour ^ it is what no man now will bear to hear 

ofi to Uy there are any Wbius oS ?jcv\r4^uQt V^^v^s-^xsvis^tR^ 
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out by nature to be Slaves to other Whites, is not to be 
borne ; it would fill us all with horror to authorize flavery 
any where, oh this ground, wit 1 refpcvSi to white men : and 
is it not quite as unjuft, becaufe fome men are black, to fay 
there is a natural diftin£tion as to them ; and that black men, 
becaufe they are black, ought to be flaves ? Set afide dif- 
ference of colour, and is it hot the height of arrogance to 
allege that becaufe we have ftrong feehngs and cultivated 
minds, it would be great cruelty to make flaves of us ; but 
that becaufe they are yet ignorant and uncivilized, it is no 
injury at all to them ? Such a principle once admitted, lays 
the foundation of a tyranny and injuftice that have no end. 

Mention has been made of fome great hardfhips fufFered 
on board the tranfports to Botany Bay, by which a large 
portion of the convifts perilhed ; and I am afraid indeed the 
bu/inefs was attended with dreadful circumftances. The^ 
ftory, however, may appear lefs extraordinary to fome of us, 
when we know that the trarifportation was undertaken by 
Slave Merchants^ and condu£led by a Slave Captaim I 
underftand, a part of the mifery is attributed to his having 
ufed flave fetters, inftead of thofe ufually worn by convids. 
That any mere felons fhould have been conveyed to the place 
of their banifhment under circumftances of equal cruelty with. 
Jlaves from Africa, is certainly, Sir, a difgrace to this coun- 
try, and it ought to conftitute a charge againft thofe perfons 
concerned in fo fcandalous a bufmefs ; and I hope and under«- 
ftand it will be fo confidered by Government. 

I remember to have once heard, or read, long before the 
prefent queftions were agitated, a well known ftory of an 
African who was of the firft rank in his own country and a 
man of letters.^ He was taken in one of thofe plundering 
wars, which the Slave Trade gives occafion to ; was carried 
to Maryland, and fold as it happened to a remarkably humane 
and very excellent mafter. His mafter inquired into the 
cafe, found out that he was educated in the Mahometan 
religion, that he could read and write Arabic, that he was a 
\saxi of rank ^ well as literature, aad all t}\<^ <;,vi^\x\xN&^3cys:.^% 
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being taken into confideration, he was after a ftill examlna* 
tion of fa£ts, redeemed and fent home to Africa. — l^aw^'i 
Sir, if this man with all his advantages, had fallen into the; 
hands, I do not fay of a hard hearted, but even an. ordinary- '■ 
matter ; woidd he not inevitably have worn out his life in the/ j 
fame Egyptian bondage, in which thoufands of his fellow } 
Africans drag on their miferable days ? Put fuch cafes a^« "^ 
thefe home to yourfelves, and you will find the Slave Trade. ♦ 
is a thing not to be juftified, not to be tolerated for ^ iqot 
ment, for the fake of any convenience whatfoever, 

As to danger from the want of population in the iHandSj^.' 
pven this pretext has been completely done away by the Right ' 
Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and it is re- 
markable, that though he was at the pains of going fiilly into 
thofe calculations, infomuch, that I really thought him too. 
condefcending in that detail ; there 'has not been the leatt at-r- 
tempt to controvert any of his ftatements. Not a^fmgle 
calculation of his has been gone into, by any one of the 
Gentlemen who are ajraiiift the Abolition of the Trade. — I 
might complain of want of refpe(ft to the Right Honoi^rable- 
Gentleman, from this filence ; but the fad: I know is, that 
not the fliadow of an anfwer could be given j ar^d yet fq it is^ 
^hat Gentlemen refufe to be convinced ! 

Upon the whole, I fhall give my opinion of this traffick in 
a very few words. 1 believe it to be impolitic-**-! know it 
to be inhuman-r-I am certain it is unjuft-^I think it yi inhu-« 
man, that, if the plantations could not be cultivated without- 
jt, upon the principles of humanity and juftice, they ought 
not tQ be carried on at all. Even if the obje£te of it were 
brute animals, no humane man could expofe tnem to be treated 
with fuch wanton cruelty. If the merchandize were totally 
'inanimate, no honeji man cpuld fupport a trade founded upon 
fuch principles of i^juftice. Upon thefe grounds, t(ie|:e is 
^very neceffity for puttipg an immediate end to it, 

I think the Honourable Gentle nan has made precifely the- 
IBoft proper motion in this ftige of the bufmefs. It confines 
fbc HoufG to nothing, proyldGd tVie^ ^^ iu^\x^ V^ xku^ jN^V^oU^ 
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tion, either immediate or future. He has told you his ideas^ 
and thofe who diflfer from him as to time, may propofe their's* 
Let us refcue Parliament from the degrading fituation ia 
which they ftand at pi efent, of having given their fan<9:ion to 
this trade. Many Gentlemen feel the burden, and, are de- 
firous of being relieved from it. Let us do our duty, and re-** 
move this opprobrium from ourfelves ; and if other countries 
Ibltow our example, fo much the better ; if they do not, let 
us glory in leaving them behind, let us (hew them that Great 
Britain deferves to ftand as high in the opinion of the world 
for her juftice^ as I know (he does already for her wifdom^ 
for the fttperiorily of her conftitution, and for the excellency of 
her laws, which excite the admiration of furrounding coun- 
tries. But, Stf) I can have no doubt, that the examine 
which we ihall fet in abolifliing the Slave Trade will have si 
great cffeft, certainly greater than that of any other country 
in Europe. Whdt is the piy^fent fituation of France witte 
refpeft to her colonies? It is- critical and peculiar^. One day 
they talk of Liberty and are incMned to favour the Negroes^ 
another day they^heck themfelves and fufpend their mcafures*. 
It is the timid wavering conduct which the National AfFembljr 
was prevailed on to adopt, in preference to bold and refolute 
meafures, that h^s produced all the dreadful mi(chie£s at Su 
Domingo. 

Thefe, Sii^, are the cruel confequences of i^nderate mea* 
fures; Decifion had been meity ;. decifion even agairift thfe 
prejudice of their Weft India PlailterS, would have been » 
thou^nd times better for thofe Planters, than indecifion and 
half meafures* - ' 

' But there are feme perfons who are fond of thtowing out^ 
that our Iflands will not fu/bfiu^ to the Abolkicm o^ the Slavi) 
Trade, that they will fa^j^"*^ Wc cannot, we will not fuFer 
it, and wemuft feek out fome other connexion." To this/ 
I very freely anfwer, " If you chufe to be protefted by us^ 
who are beft abteto doit, we will prote<ft you, and we thint 
we can render you more fervice than any other country ; but 
if you are to be connected with us^ it Ni\3iT ec oh -^i^^. 
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FRiNCiPLEs OF JUSTICE. If Britain muft involve hcrfclf] 
in this difhonourable, this bloody buftnefs, for the fake of the, 
Illands ; if thefe are your terms, let the connexion ceafe from, 
this moment. 

Perhaps, Sir, there is lefs boldnefs than there appears to be 
in ftating this fo ftrongly, for I am well perfuaded, that our 
Wef India Iflands too well know the fuperior advantages of 
" their prefent connexion, to break with us on this ground ; I am 
well convinced they will fay to us, " Though you abolifh the 
Slave Trade you fhall not drive us away from you : to you 
we muft ftill adhere, our habits, our feelings, and what is 

w 

more our interejis^ incline us to prefer your conne<Sion to that 
of any other country. Though you ihake the Slave Trade, 
off from us, you (hall never {hake us off from you.** But iC 
they fliould not fay this, and if the queftion be, whether 
Britain (hall rttain the Slave Tr^e and the Weft India Iflands, 
or fhall part with them both together; I do not hefitate a mo- 
ment in deciding which alternative ihe ought to take ; I de- 
clareat once, " Better be without the Islands than 
NOT ABOLISH THE Slave Trade.** Let US therefore, thi$ 
night, acSl the part which will do us honour ; let us vote for bring- , 
ing in a bill for the abolition. If we fail, which I confefs I have 
fbme apprehenfion of, I have only to exprefs my gratitude to the 
Honourable Gentleman for the part he has taken. . He does 
not need my exhortation to perfift ; but this will I declare, 
that whether we vote in a fmall minority or large one, " We 
never will give up the point .^^ Whether in this Houfe, or out 
of this Houfe; in whatfoever fituation I may^yer be j as' long 
as I have a voice to fpeak, this quejlion Jhall never he at an en1i: * 
i/ it were poifible that the Honourable Gentleman could en- 
tertain the idea of abandoning it, I^w>uld not. 

But Sir, even if all thofe who are^engaged in this queftion x 
were to be removed away, there would never be wanting 
men alive , to their duty who would cry out for jujlicey who 
would maintain ^ perpetual ftruggle, till this Trade fliould be 
done awayf 
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We who think that thefe things are not merely imp^litick 
but inhuman and unjujt ; that they are not of the nature of 
traJfy but that they are crime Sy pollutions^ which Jiain the honour 
9fa country ! We, Sir, will never relax our efforts. 

We wifh to prevent man from preying upon man ; and we 
muft do our duty, let the world think of us as they may. And 
I poflefs the fuUeft confidence that our perfeverance will en- 
fure fuccefs. 

One word more : never let this fubjeft be confound- 
ed with any ideas of political flavery. Were I a member 
of an Arbitrary Government, where the will of the Prince 
alone was law, I fliould be as zealous to wipe off fuch a ftain 
as this from that country, as I now am to do it from our own. 
What means Slavery ? A Slave is one whom . another man 
commands ^t his pleafure : who belongs not to himfelf, but 
to his matter, at whofe difpofal he is in all refpedls ; this is 
perfonal flavery. Political flavery is but a metaphor ; it has 
got the name from its bearing only fome faint refemblance to 
flavery, literally fo called. It has been named Political 
Slavery, with a view of exciting fomewhat of that fame horror 
againtt it, which Perfonal Slavery is knov/n always to 'excite. 
Few men, I believe, carry their ideas of Political Freedom 
higher than I do ; but although I cannot help thinking the 
People of France under the old Defpotick Government were 
enflaved in one fenfe ; yet th^ ftate when compared with 
Perfonal Slavery, was a ftate of perfect Freedom. Nor is the 
difference between any two the moft diftant degrees of Poli- 
tical Slavery and Freedom, to be put in competition with 
the difference between every individual flave and free man. 
Let us never again, therefore, let our underftandings be in- 
fulted by confounding two things fo totally different. 

I have not again read to the Houfe, this day, any of thofe 
fliocking accounts, with which I troubled them laft year. 
But I repeat " They are upon evidence! They ftand on unquisC- 
tionable authority !" And if any Gentleman has negleded to 
to attend to thefe cruelties, they neverthelefs exift. 

But .neither are thefe ftories nectffiir^ \o m>j '^t^^^^j*.* 
If the Jitwition of the Negroes Yfei^ «^ \«:5>yj *»& fe,\N\v>A^ 
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eoiild make tbem, I mufl not commit the enonnous crime 
felling man to man ; nor permit a pra£)^ice to continue wbiA 
puts an entire bar to the civilization cf one whole quarter of. tii 
habitable globe. Many years will not be given us to difcufr 
this fubjed. This nation will not long permit the conftant 
iMmmijfion of crimes that Jhock human nature^ for the fake ofihi 
Wefi Indies. And if the Weft India Gentlemen will infill 
on the continuance of fuch a trade, they muft not expert to 
be very popular in this country. They have no kight to 
demand that crimes Jhall be permitted by this country fir their 
advantage. And the advice I give them is, diat Aey fhould 
give up thefe ideias, and lend their cordial af&fhmce to fuch 
meafiires as may bring about, in the fhorteft poffible time, an 
abolition of a traffick, for which not one reafon can be given, 
diat is conilftent with policy, humanity, or juftice. 



Mr. Addington, to explain — The Committee will do 
me the honour to recolleft, that what I have ftated in favour 
of gradual, rather than immediate abolition, was on the 
principle of fecuring the property of individuals : I did not 
conceive that the pifefent ftate of the Weft Indies would I 
admit of our abolifhing this trade immediately. I 

As to what the Right Honourable Gentleman has (aid 
of giving a bounty on the importation of females, I men- 
tioned certainly, that I thought a duty might be laid on im- 
ported negroes, which fliould be lighter on the females, 
than on the males. I admit this muft operate in effed 
as a bounty on the women imported. If a fufficient fop- 
ply of negtoes can be raifed the Iflands, I wiih no fuch 
diftin£lions fhould be made. 

With refpeft to the means of carrying the regulatioits 
in the Weft Indies into execution, which the Right Ho- 
i70u/able Gentleman thinks is a very nice poilit ; the mode 
that hai occurred to m^ \s^ tJv^x to. ^^^^^^wl\'^.\Kft.- 
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tUtiicd'to His Majafty^ that be would be graciooay pleafed ti^ 
dif^ certain regulations^ to hn propofed by the Oovernon 
ef the Weft India Iflaiidsi 

I cannot help thinidn^ that that moderation vi^ich has 
beeh recotiimended by my Right Honourable Friend,- is the 
only way in which we can fecure our objed^or dd our&Ires 
bonoitfrin the eyes of the worldi 



^mii 



'^HB Right HoKoilHAtiLE HeWrV DiTf^DAis^— Conceivi 
ing. that (bme mifconception may, perhaps, arife from my 
v6ting with my Honourable Friend, in his motion as it itoW 
{landis, I rife to move an amendment to it; which is to infert 
the word, gradually^ before the words, " to be abdiiflied." 
The motion wiH then be, «* That the Slave Trade ought' 
gradually to be abolifhed,'^ 



iniirii 



Mr. Jemkinsow.— I feel a cbhUderaUe degree of regr^f 
wlieh I difler from diofe with whom I am in the habit of aft- 
ing ; b\it liftfotkld dimk I was a£Hng inconfiftently with diaf 
duty which I owe my coNSTifiriKTs and my country, if ^^ 
ter having (ofMcS z ditidei opiftioii on ib great arid important 
a quejiion as that whidris iK>w before the Houfe, any nloitives 
Wha^evbr flibuld* preveht me from deliverihg that opinion, 
and from fuj^^xtlng it Widi' fnc^b arguments ^ may app(iaf tgr 
medetifiv9 on the fubjedr. 

In rifmg to oppoie the pi'opofidonst th^t hkvis h&iri made^ 
Ifed diat I labour undef et^ry pol&ble dljfididtyl I rife not 
only to opi)dfe a nieiihflire, gitfiierally b^Aieved t6 bie popular, but 
Whldi has b^eh fupponediiya'gireaiircomMhaticrifi of 
than was ever united on any oliefub}e£t^ on vrhicfa a d!fFerenC0 
of opintdrt coaldre^nk1Ay'e)cItfw Feeling, ai I dcS my own 
kbtimt^ t(> cdtiii»id' witii ^ B^|^ Hfi^>Aic^\i t^^^^tsosw 
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who fpoke laft, all that I can d6 is, to call the attention of 
the Houfe, as briefly as poffible, to what I conceive to be* 
the real ftate of the queftion ; and I hope* that the Committee* 
will be influenced in their decifion, rather by the weight of j 
argument, than by any ingenuity or eloquence with which it 
may be fupported. 

The opinions of thofe who are adverfe to the abolitibn^ 
have in general been unfairly ftatcd. It has been circulated 
that their opinion is founded on principles of policy^ as oppo- 
fed to principles of humanity — on no fuch ground am I dif- 
pofed to refift the abolition. If it can be clearly made out 
that the interefts of humanity are decidedly in favour of the 
propofitlon, Heaven forbid, that any motives of policy 
fliould prevent our adopting it f But if, on the contrary, it 
fliould appear, that the Caufe of Humanity is, infaSfy againfl^ 
the Aholitioriy I trufl: then that th^ very fame principles which 
would in the one cafe have induced the Committee to adopt 
the propofition, will then induce them to unite with me in op- 
pofing it. — I defire, hov/ever, to be underftood, when I fay that 
the caufe of humanity is againft the Ab<Jitfon. The queftion 
is not, whether the trade was originally founded in injtijlice 
and opprejfton, I admitted it was— The queftion is not, whether 
the trade is abjira5fedly in itfelf an evil. I admit it to be fo— 
But whether, under all the circumftances of the cafe, any 
confiderable advantage would arife to a number of our fellow 
creatures, from the abolition of the trade taking place in the 
manner in which it has been propofed. 

The fubjeft, from the manner in which it has been, 
treated, naturally divided itfelf into three points of view. 

1. The fituation of the Negroes on the coaft of Africa. 

2. Their fituation in the Middle Paflage. 

3. Their fituation in the Weft India iflands; and how 
far, in each of thefe refpe^Hve fituations, their condition is 

ikely to be benefited by the meafure which has been 

propofed. 
Difpofed as I may be, not to agree to the ftatement that 
has been made^ of the fitualiotv o? \Jcit 'U^^to^'^ va. M^^vca.^ 
it is hot wy intention to reft axvj ^i^m^xvx wi^^x^t^wixA.;. 
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I am ready to admit that their fituation is miferable, that their 
miferies are in a great meafure occafioned by the Slave 
Trade, and that if that trade was univerfally abolifhed, very 
great benefit vdll confequently accrue to the inhabitants of 
Africa. No perfon will, however, pretend to aflert, that 
whatever may be the calamities fufFered by the inhabitants 
of that continent, thofe calamities arife from the trade^ as car* 
tied nn by Great Britain only. Other countries muft, of: 
courfe, occafion as much of thofe evils as we do; and if the 
abolition of the trade on our part fhould prove only the trans* 
fer of it into the hands of thofe countries, very little benefit- 
could accrue to the Negroes from our humanity. 

What, then, is the probability of our example being fol- 
lowed by thofe countries who have a confideraMe (hare in the 
trade ? Five years have now elapfed fince the difpofition of a 
confiderable part of this country has manifefted itfelf in favour 
of the abolition. Suificient time, then, has been given, to en- 
able us to judge whether other countries are likely to fecond 
our efforts. 

Have the Portuguefe (hewn any difpofition to follow 
our ejoimple? Far from it. Have the Dutch? I am very, 
much mifinformed if there are not Agents from Holland at 
this very time in this country, who are negociating with 
perfons concerned in the trade, who are def^rous of giving all 
poffible encouragement to them if we fhould abandon it. 
Have the Spaniards? On the contrary, it will, appear that 
Aey immediately took advantage of our difpofition, and 
gave every poffible encouragement to the trade, by offer- 
ing a bounty on the importation of Slaves. Have the 
French ? They who have carried &naticifm, and their ideas 
ei liberty, to an extent as yet unheafd of — have thfey fliewn 
any difpofition to imitate our conducS in this particular ? The 
' meafure was certainly propofed in the National Affembly, 
but was r.ejefl:ed;.nay, not only rejefted, but the bounty on 
the importation of Slaves, as an encouragement to the trade, 
has been continued at leaft ; I am not fure whether it has 

not been exprcfsly renewed. * 
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, I (hould not havf been furprifed if Tome of the eovn^rUf 
had thought it politic to pretend to have a fimilar 4i(pofi|:ici% 
^ith purfelves, and after having induced us to abcdi^l |hQ' 
trade, they had availed themfelves of our djjj^ofitioi^ to ^Ut 
lliaKiity. But vtrhen they have ti^t onhf Jhiwn m di^ofitinn ^ 
cboUJby but, on the contrary, i^ery difpofitton to fincoujragi it^ 
I hay^ a right to infer, that die abolition of the tra4e, on our 
part, \^ould be only the transfir of it into the hs^nds of thofe 
countries. 

Oi| gre^ politiqd queftiq^s, whejre import^njt in.terefl$ 
9f^ ifiyplyf^d, it v^ould in general be thought f!if|&cij,ent to be 
able to prove, ths^t m benefit if liiely U arife to thofe to whoQA 
litre ^e ^cfifoiis pf fording relief; but if I c^ Pfoced furtbfir : 
if I c^ prove, not pidy that no adva'tfageij but that a gnat 
iff/advantage will zfite to the Negjroe?, from the n>estfurc tbat 
is proppf^d, 1^0 dpubt can then remain oi> the mlipd of any 
p^rfon who does not ^rtkr jpecuhtive tq, pra^iofl kHV^niff» 
"^gfpeOing the propri]?!Ly of rejecting it. 

The mortality on board the Englifh (hips tradii|g &Qm 
ijifrica was, previous to the Regulating Bill,y^vr atidan fightb 
per cent* Since that, it has been reduced to a little Q^Qfe th^i^ 
three per cent. * The mortality on bpJM'd French Mp^ trading 
^om the farne quarter is near ten per cent, — fp that tb^re is 
^ mortality (^ nearfy feven percent, more on board Frenfh^ tbw 
^n board Engl{/h Jh'ips* The mprtality in Dutch fiips i^ firon^ 
fye tofevei per fent* Thp ipprjality on board Portug^eff JUps 
|js lefs than either Rrenck or Dutch (hips, but more th^ on 
Bn^UJh (bip6> fmce the regulating Bill. 

Let U3 then confider, what would be the coufequc;n<;f^ q£ 
tbe abolition of the trade on our part. Do wp regret tfa^ 
(j^^s, dp we regret the cruelties that are faid to baire b^eii 
committed? ^l\(\fe. deaths^ andjhofi cruelties^ would be msr« 
t^han doubled ifv^0 w.en tfi ^olifi the trade. 

♦ Th« mortality wai ftatcd by Mr Wilberforcc t© be by the docamentt of 
the laft year between ten €md ekven per cent, in tbe Englifh (hips, and previous 
1^ the ^-giilatiM^ Bil^ foaiething n^ore than thib. 22>6oo is the Qumb«r im* 

Juried laft year to §ur own f/knds, jp BritUh IbipSy op.t of v}^^^ ^^^. "^^9 

'ftsn ^/jco died on tht pafiagt* 
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. ^^^pf6h At «a&, s^ k T^aHy glands, was to be fiiWittal 
fo the African^ ; fuppofc we were to coofuk tbeir iAdUiaiMMS 
pn the ful^e£l, vrhaf, do we believe would be tk^r anfwer i 
Ittiferable as to th^tfk the trade might be ; numerous ais die 
jcalamities tbey fuiFef from it i <' If other countries are not' 
^ difpofed to un^e with yoi4 ii> aboii^jng it^ for o|if 0^es 
ff do you contiime it ; for whatever may be the evils we 
^ fufFer ^om it^ the trade carried oa by other eouiitrief| 
f^ when compared to the trade carried on by yoi^ i$ as evit 
f^ when pompared tp g^$d*" 

I am ready to admjt that there is one anfwef) which woidJ 

probably be mj^de to this. 

• _ 

Great Britaia trades not only for her own iflaads, biit in 
fome degree fofr thofe of other countries. No good, but on 
dif contraryi evil, will be the eofifequence, to thofe Negroes 
which we carry into the Foreign Wefl India Iflands* But as 
the trade between Africa apd our Weft India Iflands will 
then be ftopped. and, as confequently a fmaller number of 
Negroes wiU then be wanted, than thofe which are demanded 
at prefent, fome degree of goodwill aGcr-ue to the people of 
Africa from die abolition of the trade on our part* 

In anfwer to this argument, I &y, that as the Weft India 
Flai^ters purchafe Negroes at prefent, notwithftanding the 
greatnefs of their price, I have a right to infer^ that they 
riiink it for their intereft to purchafe them, and that confe- 
quently, even ^fter the abolition of the trade on our part^ 
tl^ey will not fail to purchafe tbc^m, The point then to be 
confidered is, what [s the prebabili^ of their being able to. 
finuggle ? 

The Comn)ittee mzy^ in a groat meafure, judge oTthis 
from the evidence alreacfy^ belqre them^ 

By the evidence, it appears, that a great number of Slaves 
hav^ been (UmdjtftiMily JhUn^ from time to time, out dS our 
ifiands^ and carried into the Forsign- Wkji India I/lands. ' It 
9fpesLss Hutfeveral hundreds were ftoUn^ within a vwty Jhort 
ftriad^ frunL JaputUa^ and carried into, Cuba. Thefe h&a 
nay furprift. the Hq^ as it is clearjy the inter^ of alt the 
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planters to prevent the fmuggling, if po^Kble. But if other 
countries are able to fmuggle Slaves out of the ijlandy when Ut 
is the intereji of every planter and overfeer to prevent that 
praSiice'^it follows, that there will be very little difficulty in. 
(inuggling Slaves into the ijlandsy where it will be for the^ 
intereji of every planter and overfeer to promote it. The con- 
fequence then, of the abolition of the trade on our part, will 
be only the transferring it into the hands of other nations j who* 
will carry it on at a much greater difadvantage to the Africans, 
and who will acquire the advantage and profit to themf elves of 
fupplying our iflands with Slaves. 

I will not call the attention of the Committee to the ftate 
of the Negroes in the Weft India Iflands ; and much has 
been iaid under this head, of the cruelties they fufFer, and of 
the hard labour they are obliged to undergo. Tales of op* 
preifion have been told, and narratives of ill u(age have been 
related, which muft undoubtedly fhock the feelings of all 
who heard them ; but is it fair, to infer from extraordinary 
inftances, the general bad ufage of the Slaves ? Suppofe that 
in the beft cultivated government, a colledlion was to be 
made of the different abufes and cruelties that had been com-, 
mitted for a fcries of years ; fuppofe that in this country fuch 
a collection had been made, and after the brilliant panegyric 
that was madefome time ago on our excellent Conjiitutiotiy fome 
perfon had rifen up, and had ftated thefe, as proofs that our 
Conftitution was very different from what it had been de- 
fcribed ; fhould we have thought ourfelves juftiffed in inferring 
from a certain number of extraordinary injlancesy that we lived 
under a Government oppreflive and tyrannical ? — Should we 
not rather have anfwered, that in the moft perfect: fyft:jbm 
which the human intelled): is capableof forming, fome weak- 
neflfes, fome defe£):s muft neceflarily exift ; and that it was 
unfair to draw inferences from extraordinary, examples, to 
the prejudice of any fyftem whatever I I have a right to draw 
the fame inference with refpefl: to the ftate of the Slaves in. 
the Weft India Iflands, who, from being Slaves, were necefla- 
rily expofed, to certain peculiar difadvantages. I have, a right 
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to draw that inference, provided I can prove, that, notwith- 
ftanding any particular exception, the general behaviour of 
the planters or overfeers towards the Slaves, cannot have 
been fuch as the friends to the abolition have defcribed 
it to be. 

Evidence has certainly beep adduced, on both fides, and I 

^ Ihould not be afraid, if it were necefTary, to oppofe the evi- 
dence of thofe who have appeared in favour of the planters, 
againft any evidence which has been adduced on the other 
fide. I (hould not be afraid to oppofe fuch characters as Lord 
Rx>dney, Admiral Barrington, Admiral Hotham, Sir Jofhua 
Rowley, &c. againft any authorities, however refpedable, 
who may have come forward in favour of the abolition. But 
on no fuch evidence is it my intention to reft the argument i 
there are &Ss in fupport of that evidence, which muft leave 
it without doubt on the minds of the Committee. 

Previous to the year 1730, the mortality, and confequently 
the decreafe of the Slaves, in the Weft India Iflands, was 
very confiderable. From the year 1730, to the year 1755, 
the deaths were reduced to only two and a half per cent, more 
than the births. From the year 1755, to the year 1768, they 
were reduced to only one and three-fourths more than the 
births. From the year 1768, to the yeaF 1788, they were 
reduced to only one per cent. This then, on the firft view 
of the fubjed, muft prove, that whatever may have been the 

^ iituation of Slaves in former times, their condition has been 
gradually improved. 

But if we confider the peculiar difadvantages under which 
they labour, if we confider the finall proportion of females 
with refpe£l to males, the hurricanes^ and famines which 
have been the confequence of thofe hurricanes^ and which have 

fwept awayy in a Jhort period^ thoufands of lives ; if we confi- 
der thus, that every natural obftacle (eems to combine to 
prevent the increafe of the Slaves, I muft judge it phyfically 
impoffthle that they Jhould have increafed in the manner^ and to 
the decree to which they have in^r^afed^ if the cruel treatment 
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ftrf Have fuffiredy and the hati labour ifnptfri ufeit tbemy hoi 
jUtnfu€h as the friends rf the abolition baife refnfented. 

This ftatetnent not only enables me to- jttftify die Weft 
India Pbuiters, from the afperfions that have been thrown 
out againft them, but enables me iikewife to draw ftiy morti 
important concluiions ; --^That as the Shves in the Weft 
India lilands have under the prefent ftate of things, gradiiailjr 
iocreafed, they will continue to incmife* ^«-That very few 
years, will pafe, not only before the Krthi an^ equal t$ tb$ 
dtaths't but before they are nure numerous than the d^ths^^ 
That if this it likely to happen under the ffefiat ibte dt 
tilings, a fortiori^ it will follow that it itutft take phce^ if, by 
certain rogulationsy fbi increafe ef fht imported Sittva can k 
gncouraged* 

The only doubt therefcfre which tun rMnldri on tbe minds 
of Gentlemeff, is^ wheth^ it is mo^e for the iitte#eft of ths 
planter to import^ or breed; for if I (baU be aUe to prbve, 
^t it is more for the intefeft of the jdantfer td bfeed^ it wift 
tiien follow, that the mofneint the ftoek of Slaves iiid^eifl^ds 
is believed by the pknter^ to be lUAcitnt^ thM- ifiol^d^ettft' (b# 
farther importation n)uft nteeffinrilyceftfe. 

In the fit9 pkfc^ th6 grad^ intreafi^ Of the ^S^eS^ dt 
kte years, dearly provtt thitt* the incfeef* has been eftoOu-* 
tttged by the planter, who c6nfeqoently m\Kft hkive cbaSfcitfved 
it to bate been hw interejf to b^ed* But I rtieatn titittb reft 
the argument on that gf oittid. The priee of Siavfe*^ wte of 
late years become fo great (nearly, I belieW I iWayflJV-WtViP 
en greats as thejrM^ere jfetc^ffty ye»:s, ago% tHiit thephihter^ 
oh the groufldii of<oee6iwrfff, nwift fi^ it Ms irttereft^ilot to- 
purchafe^ ifbyanypoffiblemeans be cant avoiil it. 

htt us cortWor, then, that the greateffmortaSiyis onrthc 
newly-import^ Slaves --^That the diiea&s th)sy^brtng wid» 
tbeov ffom Afr}ca-^«>^his diftcefes they are ISkAy to cbitthid ott 
the paffige,, the operation!^ they have been fald: to m)dtifi|d iit 
^ feafeniiig,. aB^ prove die confiderftUi^^ r}(Sr dUM ilNtIt b» 
iortterpctf chafe of Slare^i and thac the planter is tiiX^tri&f 



|nit to I confidenible expence, but is put to that expsaoe, 
widi a chance of very fpcedily lofuig the fruits of it. 

To thefe confiderations others may be added, no lefs im- 
portant. — Slaves ored in the ijlands are much more attached ts 
the fpot-^Thty have been gradually accuftotned to the labour,- 
and muft confequently feel lefs objection to the performance 
cf it. Trained up like wife in regular fubordinatlon, they 
muft of courfe be much more manageable than thofe who are 

• 

firft put under the care of an overfeer at a more adyanced 
period of their life. Slaves, on the other hand, who have 
been convifted of crimes, may confequently be fuch as 
no perfon would be defirous of employing, if he could pofSbly* 
avoid it. Let it be added to all thefe circumftances, that 
children are of the greateft fervice in many parts of the la-r 
hour, fo that whilft the planter muft be convinced, that 
they will be the moft valuable Slaves, when arrived at the* 
age of maturity, he receives very confiderable advantage 
from them, even in their earlicft years. It having then been 
proved, that the intereji of the planter is to breeds rather than 
to importy it muft follow, that the planters would be little 
lefs than mad, to purchafe Slaves, if they were not convinced 
that a further fupply is neceflary. 

But it has beeh-^aid, that the births and the deaths in the* 
jflands arc equal, and that confequently no further fupply is 
wanted. I am ready to admit, that the births and the deaths 
are nearly equal, but the queftion muft ftill come to this : 
Is the ftock of flaves in the iflands fufficient ? Suppofe that in 
the ifland of Jamaica there are 250,000 Slaves^ and fuppofe, 
which I rather doubt, that number fufEcieht for the cuhivar 
tion of the ifland ; I yef venture to aflert*, if the furt!ier im- 
portation is to be ftopped, that the number of Slaves in the* 
ifland is not fufficient : for Gentlemen- feem to have forgot, ' 
that perfons in that climate arc fubjeft to difeafes, of which 
we are ignorant, and which fweep away hundreds^ my fime* 
times thoufands at a time. They feem to have forgdt, that 
they are fubjedl to hurricanes and famin:Sy which have Che ' 
kmc dreadful cficfts. 
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Whatever number of Slaves may be neceffary for the ctilf 1 
tivation of the iilands, if further importation is to be ftoppedL 
an extra ni|mber will be neceflary, in prdcr that, in cafe or 
any extraordinary mortality^ fron^ the circiftnflances alread| 
ftated, the complete ruin of the planter may be prevented. 

That the time will conic, when the flock of Slaves in the 
ifland will be fufficient, no perfqn, who has attended to th^ 
/former part of his argument can doiibt. That the Slavey ] 
have gradually increafed, arc gradually increaut^g, and tha( . 
by certain regulations the incfeafe may be confiderably pro^ I 
moted; muft be equally obvious. But thefe are all confidera- 
tions, which (hould jndilice (is to oppofe the Abolition^ becaufc 
^e event, without any of the evils that may arife from thq 
immediate adoption of that meafure, muft, in the natnra^ 
prder which I have defcribed, take place in the cqurfe of ^ 
very fhoft period, 

I wilb the Committee to confider, what mifchiq .'5 may arife 
from the planters being able to fmuggle, f^ow dangerous i^ 
may be, that they (hould depend on other natioas^ and not 
on us, for their fupply o,f Slaves— rThat from entering into 
bargains and contfadls, perhaps even with our enemies, their 
difppfitions may b^ alienated from us, that the lofs ^the ijlands 
ihemf elves may he the confeq^ence ;. and not only the lofs of fo. 
much revenue^ andfo much, power to qurfelves^ but the acquiji^ 
tion ofth^t power^ and that revenue by our enemieS';^And why 
ihould we expofe ourfelves to fuch a rifk, for any benefit 
which will refult to the Negroes ? On the contrary, it ha{ 
been proved that it would be a difadvantag^ to them. 

Let it likewife be confidered, that we may deprive our- 
felves by thefe means of the povyer of enforcing regulations, 
and that thus the trade may go pn as it does at prefent, with 
f much left rapid increafe of the Slaves by birth. This is, 
however, not the only rifle to which we are expofing our 
Colonies. Let us rejlep on the calamities of St, Domingo^ 
ffbich have been imputed by the deputies from that ifla];id,^to 
the advocates of abolition. What horror can be defcribed, 
pbat nvsLgc C4n be painted^ w\iat cx\idX]j C2a\>g»fe c^ycDXQL\\xjtd^ 
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i^ich thoTciinforturiate beings have not fuffered? And {hall 
%re, wheit prihciples of the fanie fort are lurking in our 
own iflands^ (hall we expofe our fellow fubje£ls to the fairifc 
icalamities^ who, ifgutky of promoting this trade, have at Uaft 
teen encouraged by aurfelves^ by Us^ who, though parties in 
the guilty v^U in no adequate degree be parties in thefuffering? 
It had been faid^ that .there is a diftin<5lion between the 
Aboiitioh of the Slave Trade, and the Emancipation of the 
Slaves. I admit that diftinAion ; but fhould we be furprifed 
if the SlaveSj who, receiving no immediate benefit from the 
abolition of the trade, fhould cbmpiaiii that thefe principles 
arc not equally applies to themfelves ;-^ihould we be fur- 
prifed if their minds^ not cultivated as oil r own ^ fhould not 
feel fo niee-a diftinSlion^ br at leafl, if they do feel itj would 
be too much interefted to appear to do fo ? 

That the Slave Trade is in itfelf an evil, I am fcady to 
admit. That the flate of ilavery itfelf is likeWife an evil I 
am no lefs ready to admit. That if the qiieftion was, not t$ 
0boli/bj but ejhblijb tiiem) 1^ of all thofd who profeis fo much 
)USaI for the interefts of humanity, would not be the leafl 
eager* to oppofe it ; butj are there iiot many evils in this 
world which we fhould have thought it oUr duty to prevent, 
Jfet which, when once they have tak^n placSe, it is more dan- 
gerous to oppbfe'than to fubmit to ? The duty of A Statefman 
iSy not to confider abftraSiedly %vhat is right or wrongs but to 
weigh the dijadvantages that Ore likely to arifefrom the abolition 
rfan evilj againft the confequenus that are likely to arifefrom 
the continuance of itk 

On ^s ground let us judge of the prefent queftion. Here 
is an avil^ which, it has been proved, can be but oi Jhort 
continuance ; the continuance of which, by proper regulations^ 
may be ektremely Jhortenedi The expiration of which, inflead 
of b^ng produ£Hve of good, will be produftive of effentiad 
harm to thofe whom it is meant to benefit ; and fhall we 
appearing to prevent the fhort continuance of this evil, adopt 
a meafure which can h9 of vo advantage on one hanij and 
^hich threatens every calamity on the fltfi^r—- v^hlcti tS«t^.<fc'w». v 
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diminution of our revenue^ and confequently a ferioiis mis* 
fortune to the people of this country— which threatens tht^.j 
ruin of the property of thoie perfbns whO) under our encou^ii 
ragement^ have fettled in the Weft India Iflands-^ which 
threatens murder^ and all thofe crueliies which, by the adop* 
tion of the meafure, we are defirous of preventing. 

I have frequently rejoiced at the idea, that fome of diofe 
evils which have exifted in all age<:, and under all govern- 
ments, are likely, in the prefent period, to be aboliflied ; 
that we live in an age where knowledge has become more 
univerfal than in any former period, and that, under the 
mild influence of true religion and philofophy, fociety is likely 
to receive confiderabie improvements. But I have always 
dreaded that thofe improvements Jhould be too rd^iV—- convinced 
that by this means their very end may be prevented. Violent 
changes fhake the frame inftead of fupporting it. They 
endanger its exiftence ; and if the conftitution out-lives the 
(hock, it is reftored weak and enfeebled. Gradual changes 
firengthen and uphold it. ,The confequence of the change^ 
and not the change^ is felt. Every ftep fecures the preceding^ 
and becomes the foundation for additional improvement*. 

Agreeing, then, moft perfe£Uy with the friends to the 
abolition in their endy I difFer from them only in the mean$ of 
eccomplijhing that end. I am dedrous of doing that gradually^ 
which they are defirous of doing raihly. 

To (bme part of the Right Honourable Gentleman's pro- 
pofitions I agree, but I as much difFer from him in others. 
I have drawn up two propofitions, which meet my ideas 
on the fubjeifl, and which, if the Committee wiU give me 
leave, I will ftate to them. 

That an addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he would 
be pleafed to recommend to the Colonial Aflfemblies, to grant 
premiums to fujch Planters and Overfeers as (hall diftingui(h 
themfelves by promoting the annual increafe of the Slaves by. 
birth* And likewife to grant freedom to every female Negro, 
who has borne and reared up five children to the age of 
/even years. 
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2d. That a bounty of 5K per head be given to the maftcr 
^ every vefTel employed in the trade from the coaft of Africa, 
who (ball import in any cargo, a greater number of female 
than male Negroes, not exceeding the age of twenty-five 
years* 

In order that I nxay be enabled to bring^ forward my pro- 
pofitions in form, I move that the Chairman ihould leave 
the Chain 



^ 



' Mr. E.STE.-^I fcould not intrude myfelf on the Com- 
fliittee at fo late an hour, but with a view of inducing them to 
adjourn the debate. There are two propofitions, Sir, before 
the Houfe. The one, for the Abolition of the Slave Trade 
at large; the other for its gradual Abolition ; and I cannfot 
help thinking that Gentlemen (hould be allowed a farther 
time to compare their relpe<Elive merits^ and conftder of the 
beft means of carrying their purpofe, 

I am perfuaded there are feveral enormities in the Slave 
Trade which call for regulation ; which I alfo conceive to be 
the beft means to efieftuate the final Abolition of the Slave 
Trade : for it appears to me that a gradual Abolition would 
anfwer all the purpofes, and efFeftuate its end in a much bet- 
fcr manner than could be done by any other means. 



At four o^Clock Mr. William Smith rofe, but Mr. Pitt 
haviiig rifen at the fame time, Mr. Smith gave way to him. 
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The Right HortoUrable William Pitt; At this feottf 
of the morning I am afraid. Sir, I am too much dxhauftei 
to enter fo fully into rfie fubjcft befwre the Committee as I 
could wifh ; but if my bodily ftrength is in any dcgfee equal 
to the tafk, I feel fo ftrongly the magnitude of this queftion^ 
that I am extremely earneft to deliver my fcntimentSi which I 
rife to do with die more (atisfa£tion^ becaufe I now look for^ 
ward to the iffue of this bufmefs with confiderable hopes of 
(iiccefs. i 

The debate has this day taken a turn, which^ though it 
bas produced a variety of new fuggeftionsj has^ upon the 
whole, reduced this queftlon to a much narrower point than 
it was ever brought into before. 

I cannot (ay that I quite agree with thq. Right HonQurabie 
Gentleman over the way (Mr. Fox) ; I am &r from deplor-f 
ing all that has been (aid by my two Honourable Friends t 
(Mr. DuNDAS and the Speaker.) I rather rejoice that they 
have now brought this fubjeft to a fair ifTue — that fometbing, 
at leaft, is already gained, and that the argument has taken 
altogether a new courfe this night. It is true, a di&rence 
of opinion has been ftated, and has been urged with all th« 
force of argument that could be given Ko it. But give mt 
leave to fay, that this difference has bcien urged upon ■ princi^^ 
pies very far removed from tbofe which were maintained 
by the opponents of my Honourable Friend i^hen he firft 
bf ought forward his motion. There are very few of. tbofe 
who have fpoken this night, who have^ not thought it 
their duty to declare their full and entire concurrence with 
my Honourable Friend in promoting the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, as their ultimate obje£i : However we may 
diflFer as to the time and manner of it, we are agreed in the 
Abolition itfelf\ and my Honourable Fri ends have expre(red 
|heir agreement in this fentiment with that fenfibilfty upon thef 

ubjefl, which humanity does moft undoubtedly require^ I 
dp not, however, think they yet perceive what are the We- 
ceflary confequences of their own conceffion, or foUow ufk 
tiitk own principles to their juft coucMvotv* 
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The point now in difpute between us, is, a difference 

merely as to the period of timey at which the Abolition of thQ 

piave Trade ought tq take place* I therefore congratulate 

fhis Houfe^ the Country, and the World, tb^it this great 

point is gained; that we may now confider this trade as 

having received its condemnation ; that its fentence is fealr 

ed ; that this Curfe qf mankind is feen by the Houfe in its 

true light ; and that the greateft ftigma on our national cha-^ 

rafter whiph ever yet exifted, is about to be removed ! And, 

Sir, (which is ftill mofc important) that MANKIND, I 

(ruft, ingeneraly are now likely to he delivered from the greatefi . 

ffa£ii(al evil that ever has affiled the human race-^ from the 

fever eji andmoji extenjive calan^ity recorded in the Hi/lory of the 

world ! 

In proceedirig to give my reafons for concurring widi 

my Honourable Ff lend in his motion, I (hall neccffarily advert 
to thofe topics which my Honourable Friends near me have 
pouched upon; and .which they ftated to be their motives for 
preferring a gradual, and in fome degree, a diftant Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, to the ipore immediate and direS meafure 
now propofed to you. Beginning as I do, with declaring 
fhat in this yefpecft I differ completely from my Right 
Honourable Friends near me. I do not, however, mean 
to fay, that 1 differ ^s to one obfervation which has 
been pfeffed rather ftrongly by thenu If they can Qiew 
that their propofition of a gradual Abolition, is more 
likely than ours to fecure the objeft which we have in view— r 
that by proceeding gradually we (hall arrive morefpeedily at 
our end, and attain it with more certainty^ than by a dt^ 
re£l vote immediately to abolifh : — If they can flicw to the 
fatisfaftion both of myfelf and the Committee, that our pro- 
portion has piore the appearance of a fpcedy Abolition, than 
the reality of it; undoubtedly they will in this cafe make a 
convert of me, and my Hon ourable Friend who moved the 
queftion ; they will make a conyert of every man among us, 
who looks to thjs, which I truft we all do, as a qucftion not 
to be determined by th^oretic2L\ pmcv^t.^ ot ^tv^\&\tIK\^\^'^-. 
\ngs^ but con/idcrs the pradicabWit^ ot ^x'^ mti'&\xv--'i\^>^^^ 
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Imply to cfFefl his object in the iborteft timf, and in the \ 
fureft pofliblc manner. 

« 

If, however, I {ha]l be able to fhcw that our mcafure pro* 
cecds mjre dire^Iy to its objedl, and fecures it with more cer^ 
tainty^ and within a lefs d'tjlant period -, and that the Slavi 
Trade will on cJur plan be aboliflied fooncr than on his ; ma^ 
I not then hope, that my Right Honourable Friends will be 
as ready to adopt our propofition, as we fhould in the other 
cafe be willing to accede to theirs ? 

One of my Right Honourable Friends has ftated, that an • 
A& pafled here for the Abdition of the Slave Trade, would 
not fecure its Abolition. Now, Sir, I (hould be glad t» 
know, why an Aft of the Britifh Lcgiflature, enforced by all 
thofe fanftions which we have undoubtedly the power and the 
right to apply, is not to be effectual ; at leaft as to every mate* 
rial purpofe ? Will not the executive power have the fame ap- 
pointment of the officers and the courts of judicature, by which 
all the caufcs relating to this fubje£t muft be tried, that it 
bas in other cafes ? Will there not be the fame fyftem of law 
by which we now maintain a monopoly of commerce ? If the 
fame law. Sir, be* applied to the prohibition of the S/ave Trade^ 
which is applied in the cafe of other contraband commercey^ with 
all the fame means of the country to back it, I am at a lofs 
to know why the aftual and total Abolition is not as likely 
to be efFefted in this way, as by any plan or projeft of my 
Honourable Friends, for bringing about a gradual termination 
of it. But my obfervation is extremely fortified by what fell 
from my Honourable Friend who fpoke laft ; he has tcJd you. 
Sir, that if you will have patience with it for a fewyqars, the Slave 
Trade muft drop of itfelf, from the increafing dearnefs of the 
iommodity imported, and the increafing progrefs, on the other 
hand, of internal population. Is it true, then, that the impor- 
tations are fo expenfive and difadvantageous already, that the 
internal population is even now becoming a cheaper re(burce ? 
I a(k then, if you leave to the importer no means of importa^ 
tion lut hy fmvggVing^ and if, U^Ati all the ^rcftnt difadvan- 
iages^ yo\x load him with a\\ the c\v?lt^'&^ ^tv^>cr<xx^\^s «3^* ^\^ 
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fmuggler, by taking care that the laws againft finuggltng af^ 
in this cafe watchfully and rigoroufly enforced, is there any 
danger of any confideralile fupply of frefli Slaves being poured 
into theiflands through this channel ? And is there any real 
ground of fear, becaufe a few Slaves may have been finugg* 
led in or out of the iflands that a bill will be ufelefs and ia^ 
cfFe£hial on any fuch ground ? The queftion under diefe cir^ 
cumftances will not bear a difpute. 

Perhaps, however, my Honourable Friends may take up 
another ground, and fay, ^^ It is true your meafure would fliut 
<^ out fiirther importations mor^ immediately ; but we 60 not 
^ ftuan to fhut them out immediately. We think it right, on 
^^ ffoioids fif general iExpedifficy^ that diey fhould not be.im* 
^mediately fhut out«" Let us therefore oow come to this 
queflion of the Expediency of making the Abolition diftan( 
Aod gradual, rather than immediate. 

The argument of expediency in my opinion (like every 
9ther argument in thl^ difquifitipn) will not juftify the con* 
tinuance of the Slave Trade for one umiecleffiuy hour. Sup^ 
ppfimg it to be in our power (which X have ihewn it i^) to 
enforce the pi:<>btbition:£rom this prefent tittie, the expediency of 
doii^ it isto^me fo clear, dat if I went oa this principle alone 
J (hould lyyt fed a moment's hefitation. What is the ai^^ 
pent of expedi^cy.ftated on the other fide? It is doubted 
-whether the deaths and births in the iflands are as yet fo.nearLf 
equal as to enfure the keeping up a Efficient ftock of labourers : 
in anfwer to this. I took the liberty of mentioning in a for«^ 
mer year, what appeared to me to be the ftate of population 
at that time. My obfervations were taken from documents 
which we have reafon to judge authentic, and which canied 
€Xi the face of them the conclufions I then $ated: they 
weie the clear, fimple, and obvious refult of a careful exa. 
mination which I made into this fubjeS, and any Gentle/mm 
who will take the fame pains may arrive at the (ame d^ce of 
/atisfa&ion. 

Tiiefe calculations, boxVever, applied to a period of time that 

is sow four or five years paji. T\ie \At>ii% Ni«t^ ^xw, vcw 

^ X "^ 



die general view of them, fiearly equal to the deaths ; and, aa 
the (late of population was (hewn, by a conftderable retrof«* 
peS, to be regularly increaflng, an exccfs of birtiis mud 
before this time have taken place. 

Another obfervation has been made as to the difproportioi^ 
ofthefexes: this, however, is a difparity which exiiled in 
any material degree only in former years ; it is a difparity of 
which the Slave Trade has been itfelf the caufe ; which will 
gradually diminifh as the Slave Trade diminifhes^ and- itiuft 
entirely ceafe, if the Trade fliall be abolifhed; but which, 
neverthelefs, is made the very plea for its continuanct^^ I be-« 
iieve this difproportion of the fexes, talking the whole number 
in the iflands, Creo}e as well as imported Africans, the latter 
of whom occafion all the difproportion, is not now by any 
means confiderable. ' \ 

Bi|t, Sir, I alfo fhewed, that the great mortality, which 
turned the balance iba$ to make the deaths appear more nu«f 
merous than the births, arofe too from the imported Afi-icans, 
•who die in extraordinary numbers in the feafohing. Jf, there- 
for^ the importation of Negroes fhould ceafe, n//rf 9ni of 
the cgules of mortality, which I have now ftated, would ceafe 
alfo. Nor cap I conceive any reafon why the preii^nt number 
of labourers fhould not maintain itfelf in the XVeft Indies, ex^ 
cept it be from fome artificial caufe, fomefauh in the iflands ; 
iiich as the impdicy of their governors, or the cruelty of thq 
managers and ojfScers, whom they employ. 

I will not re-iterate all that I faid at that time, or go through 
ifland by iiland. It is true, there is a difference in the ceded 
ifland^ ; and I flate them poflibly to be, in fome re^)e&s, an 
excepted cafe. But, if we are to enter into the fubjed of the 
mortality on clearing new lands ; this, Sir, is undoubtedly 
another queflion : the mortality here is tenfold ; and this is 
to be confider^d^ not as the carrying en a- trade, but as the fet'^ 
ting on foot a Slave Trade for the purpofe of peopling die Co- 
lony i a meafure which I think will not now be maintained, 
J therefore defire Genden^en to tell me fairly, whether the 
jteriod they lo6k to is not now tfrri«p«d ? "^^V^^^t^ ^x ^v&V«:t^\tv 
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t)ie Weft Indies may not be declared to have actually attained 
a flate in which they can maintain their population ? and up^ 
on the anfwer 1 muft necefTarily receive, I think I could 
fafely reft the whole of the queftion* 

One Honourable Gentleman has rather ingenioufly obr 
ferved that one or other of thefe two aflertions of ours^ muft 
neceflarily be Edfe : tha^ either the population muft be de-*- 
Creating, which we^iiy } or, if the population is increaftng, 
that the Slaves mult beperfe.<^y well treated, (this being the 
caufe of fuch population) which we deny alfo*' That the po* 
pulation is rather inicreafing than otherwife } and alfo that the 
genera} treatment is by no means fo good as it ought to be^ 
are both points which have been feparately prove4 by different 
evidences f nor are thefe two points fo entirely incompatible*. 
The ill treatment muft be very great indeed, in order to di- 
minifti materially the population of ^ny race of people. That 
it is not fo extremely great as to do this, I will admit. 
J will even admit, if you pleafe, that this charge may ppfltbly 
have been fometlmes exaggerated; and I certainly think, that 
it applies lefs and lefs as we come nearer to the prefent times. 

But, let us fee how this contradidlion of ours, as it If 
diought, really ftands^ and how the explanation of it will 
completely fettle our minds, on the point in queftion. Do 
the Slaves diminijh in numbers ? It can be nothing but ill 
treatment that cauies the diminution. This ill treatment the 
Abolition muft and will reftrain. In this cafe, therefore, we 
ought to vote for the Abolition, On the other hand, Do you 
chufe to fay that the Slaves clearly increafe in numbers f Then 
you want no importations, and, in this cafe alfo, you may 
iaftly vote for the Abolition. Or, if you chufe to fay, as the 
third and only other cafe which can be put, and which perhaps 
is t(ie neareft to the truth, that the population is nearly Jiation'^ 
itry^ and the treatment neither/) bad nor fo good 2C& it might Be; 
then furely, Sir, it will not be denied, that this of all others, is 
on each of the two grounds, the proper period for ftopping fur* 
ther fupplies : for your population, whichyou own is already 
JkutioDsuj^ will thus be nude undou\)Ud\>i vo m^t»Sk%^xGk ' 



births ; and the good treatment of tout prefent Shnres, whi<ll * 
I am now fuppoGng is but very moderate, wiU be neceffinily ' 
improved alfo by the iame meafure of Abolition. I hf^ 
therefore, that thefe propofitions, contnididorj as thej 
may be repreiented, are in truth not at all incoidiftent| 
fnitevcn come in aid of each other, and lead to a coochifioa 
diat is dedfivc. And let it be always remembered, that in ^tm 
brandi of my argument, I have only in view die wefl4icing ef 
the Weft Indies, and do not now ground any thing ea the 
African part of the queftion. 

But, Sir, I may carry thefe pbfervations refpefiing the 
iflands much further. It is widiin the power of the CoicKii^ 
(and is it not dien their indifpenfiible duty ?) to apply them* 
(elves to the corredion of thofe various abufes, by whkh po- 
pulafion is reftrained? The moft important confeqnences 
may be expend to attend Colonial regidations for this pur* 
pofe* With the improvement of internal population, die 
C9n£tion cf every Negro will improve alfo ; his liberty will 
advance, or at leaft he will be ap^o^ebing to a ftate of liberty. 
Nor can you increafe the happinefs, or extend the freedom of 
the Negro, without adding in an equal degree to the faftty 
ifthe ijlands^ and of all their inhabitants. Thus, Sir, in thef 
^lace of Slavesy who naturally have an intereft direffly oppo-* 
fite to that of their mailers, and are therefore viewed by them 
withaneye of confbintrufpicion, you mil create a body of 
valuable citizens andfubji^Sj forming a part of the fame com- 
munity, having a common intereft with their ftlperiors, in 
ihe fecurity and profperity of the whole. 

And, here let me add, that in proportion as you increafe 
Ihe happinefs of thefe unfortunate beings, you will undoubtedly 
Increafe in efFeft the quantity of their labour alfo. Gendemen^ 
talk of the diminution of the labour of the iflands ! I will ven- 
ture to afTert, diat, even if in coniequence of die Abc^tion 
there were to be fome dccreafe in the number of hands ; die 
quantity of work done, fuppojing the condition of the Slaves to 
i nij ^i w ^ would by no means dlminUh in the fame prop<Htion ; 

tfMldbe Ux from d\m\ittJ!lDMv^ ^w\\ Y*^ ^tA- 
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(-4i) 



fore to this degraded race the true feelings of men; if you 
take them out from among the order of brutes, and place 
them on a levd with the reft of the human fpecies, they will 
then work with that energy which is natural to men; and their 
labour will be produdivei in a thoufand ways, above what it 
has yet been ; as the labour of a man is always more produc* 
tive than that of a mere brute. 

It generally happens that in every bad caufe fome in- 
formation arifes out of the evidence of its defenders tbemfelves^ 
which' ferves to expofe in one part or other the weaknefs of 
their defence. It is the chara6leriftic of fuch a caufe, that if 
it be at all gone into, even by its own fupporters, it is liable to 
beruinedbythecontradiAions in which thofe who maintain 
it are for ever involved. 

The Committee of the Privy Council of Great Britain 
fent oVer certain queries to the Weft India iilands, with a view 
of elucidating the prefent fubjeft ; and they particularly in« 
quired, whether the Negroes had any days or hours allotted to 
them, in which they might work for themfelves. The Af- 
femblies in their anfwers, with an air of great fatisfaftion ftate 
the labour of the Slaves to be moderate, and the Weft In* 
dia fyftem to be well calculated to promote the domeftic hap-^ 
(^inefs of the Slaves : They add, ^' that p'roprFetors are not 
** compelled by law to allow their < Slaves any part of the fix 
'^ working days of the week for themfelves, but that it is the 
*' general practice to allow them one afternoon in every week 
^^ out of crop time, which, with fuch hours as they chufe to 
<< work on Sundays, is time amply fufficient for their own pur- 
" pofes :" Now, therefore, will the Negroes, or I may rather 
fiiy, do the Negroes work for their own emolumint ? I beg 
the Committee's attention to this point : The Aflembly of 
Grenada proceeds to ftate.— I have their own words for it— 
** Thut though the Negroos art allowed the afiernoons of onlf 
^^ one day in every weeJty they will do at muob work in that af^ 
*^ ternoon^ when employed for their own hinefit^ as in the %fholg 
•* day when employed in their mqftersfervice*** 

' " 1 
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Now, Sir, I will defire you to bum all my cakulaticfitf 
tl> difbelieve^ if you pleafe, every word I have faid pn th9 
prefent ftate of population ; nay^ I will admit, for the (aloe of 
argument, that the numbers are decreafing, and the produc* 
five labour at prefent infufficient for the cultivation of thofe 1 
countries : And I will then aflc, whether the increoie in die 
quantity of labour which is reafonably to be expeded from the 
improved condition of the Slaves, is not by the admiffion of 
the iflands themfelves, by their admiffion not merely of an 
argument but a fad, far more than fufficient to counterba*^ 
lance any decreafe which can be rationally apprehended front 
a defective ftate of their population i Why^ Sir^ a Negro if 
he works for himfelfy and not for a matter^ will do double 
work ! This is their own account. If you will believe the 
planters, if you will believe the legiflature of the iflands, the 
produ£live labour of the colonies would, in cafe the Negroes 
worked as free labourers inftead of Slaves, be literal^ iovbled^ 
Halfxht prefent labourers on this fuppofition would fuffice^ 
for the whob cultivation of our iflands on the prefent fcale* 
I therefore, confidently afk the Houfe, whether in confider-*^ 
ing the whole of this queftion, we may not fairly look for- 
ward to an improvement in the condition of thefe unhappy 
and degraded beings ; not only as an event defirable on the 
ground of humanity and political prudence y but alfo as a 
means of increafing, very confiderably indeed, (even without 
any increaflng population,) the produdive induftry of the 
Iflands i 

When Gentlemen are fo nicely balancing the paft and fo* 
ture means of cultivating the plantations, let me rcqueft them 
to put this argument into the fcale ; and the more they con-* 
fider it, the more will they be fatisfied, that both the folidity of 
the principle which I have ftated, and the fa£t which I have juft 
quoted, in the very words of the Colonial Legiflature, will 
bear me out in every inference I have drawn. I think diey 
will perceive alfo, that it is the undeniable duty of this Houfe^ 
on the grounds of. true policy, immediately to fandion and 
€Siny into effect that fyfteia YrVv\c;Yv ^t&xt^^ ^^^^ vc«^Qftxa»8L 
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advantages ; in addition to all thofe other iheftitnable bkffings 
iKdiich follow in their train. 

If, therefore, the argument of expediency as applying to 
the Weft India Iflands, is the teft by which this queftion is 
to be tried ; I truft I have now eft^blifhed this propofition, 
namely, that whatever tends moft fpeedily and effc<3ually to 
meliorate the condition of the Slaves, is^ undoubtedly on die 
ground of expediency, leaving juftice out pf the queftion, the 
main object to be purfued. 

That the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade will 
xnoft eminently have this eiFeA, and that it is the only mea-* 
fure from which this elFedl can in any confiderable degi^ be 
expeded, are points to which I fhall prefently come ; biit ho^ 
fore 1 enter upon them, let me nptice one or two further cir? 
cumftances. 

We are told (and by refpedable and well-informed peribns) 
that the purchafe of new negroes has been injurious inftead 
of profitable to the planters themfelves ; fo large a proportion 
of thefe unhappy wretches being found to per lib in the (gsl^ 
foning. Writers well verfed In this fubjed have even ad-» 
vifed that, in order to remove the temptation which the Slave 
Trade of&rs to expend large fums in this injudicious way^ 
the door of importation Jkould be Jhut. — This very plan which 
we now propofe, the mifchief of which is reprefented to be 
fo great as to outweigh fo many other momentous confider- 
ations has a3ually been recommended by fome of the bed 
authorities, as a plan highly requifite to be adopted on the 
very principle of advantage to the Iflands j nay, not merely 
on that principle of general and political advantage on which 
I have already touched, but for the advantage of the very 
individuals who would otherwife be moft forward in pur^p 
chafing Slaves. On the part of the Weft Indians it is urged^ 
•* The Planters are in. debt: They are already diftrefled ; 
*' if you flop the Slave Trade, they will be ruined." Mr. 
Long) the celebrated hiftorian of Jamaica, recommends the 
ftopping of importations, as a receipt for enablijig the plan* 
tatiens which are enibaraiTed t^ get 9ut ofdebu I Vfill cs^ote KU 
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words. Speaking of the ufurious terms on which money is ofim 
borrowed for the purchafe of frefh Slaves, he advifes *^ the 
^ laying a duty equal to a prohibition on all negroes imported 
^ for the fpace of four or five years, except for re-exporta- 
** tion." " Such a law>" he proceeds to fay, " would be at- 
^ tended with the following good confequences. It v^uid 
^* put an immediate ftop to thefe extortions ; it would en- 
^ able the planter to retrieve his afiairs by preventing him 
•* fr^m running in deity either by renting or purchaiing of ne* 
^ groes ; it would render fuch recruits lefs neceilary, iy the 
*^ redoubled can he would be obliged to take of his prefent Jlcck^ 
** the prefervattM of their lives and health : And laftly, it 
^ would raife the value of negroes in the ifland.— A North 
« American Province, ey this Prohibition alonr 
" FOR A FEW Years, from being deeply plunged 
<* IN Debt, has become independent, rich, and 
% flourishing/* 

On this authority of Mr. Long I reft the queftion, whether 
the prohibition of further importations is that ra(h, iaipolitic, 
and completely ruinous meafure, which it is fo confidently 
declared to be with refped to our Weft Indian Plantations. 

I do not however mean in thus treating this branch of the 
fubjcA, abfolutely to exclude the queftion of indenmificatioa 
on the uippofition of pojpble difadvantages aiFe£bing the Weft 
Indies through the Abolition of the Slave Trade. . But 
when Gentlemen fct up a claim of compenfation merely on 
thofe general allegations^ which are all that I have yet beard 
from them, I can only anfwer, let them produce their cefe in 
a diftind and fpecific form ; and if upon any pra^icable or 
reafonable grounds it iball claim confideration, it will then 
be time enough for Parliament to decide upon it, 

I now come to another circumftance of great weight, con« 
neded with this part of the queftion^ I mean the danger to 
which the Iflands are expofed frdtn thofe negroes who are 
newly imported* This, Sir, like the obfervation which I 
htely made, is no mere fpeculation of ours ; for here again I 
tq Mr* Long, the Vl\&oc\axvQ$ ^^.xd^\Pl* ^ treats 
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particularly of the dai^ers to be dreaded from the introdu£Uon 
of Coromantine negroes ; an appellation under which are 
comprifed feveral defcriptions of Negroes obtained on the 
Gold Coaftj whofe native country is not exaftly known, ^ 
and who are purchjifed in a variety of markets, having been 
brought from fome diftance inlands With a. view of pre* 
venting infurreftions, he advifes, that " by laying a duty 
*^ equal to a prohibition, no more of thefe Corpmantines 
^^ fhould be bought $*' and after noticing one Infurre£tion 
which happened through their means, he teUs you c^ another 
in the following year, in which thirty-three Coromantines, 
^' moft of whom bad been newly importidy fuddenly rofe and in 
^^ the fpace of an hour murdered, and wounded no iefs tha^ 
** nineteen white perfons.*' 

.To the authority of Mr. Long, both, in this and. other 
parts. <^ his work, I may add the recorded opinidn of the 
Coimnittee of the Houfe of AiTembly of Jamaica itfelf ^ who, in 
confequence of a rebellion among the Slaves, were appointed 
to. inquire into the beft means of preventing future Infur- 
regions. The Committee reported, " That the xebellion 
^^ bad originated ' (like moft or all others) with the Coro- 
•^^ mantines \ and thfsy propo&d that a bill /kould be. brought in 
^\f9r laying a higher .duty on the importation of thefe particular 
^^ Negroes^** which was intended to operate as a prohibition. 
, Bujt the danger* is not confined to the importation of Coro* 
mantineSk rr^tjl^ong, carefully inveftigating as he does the 
caufes of'fuch /i:equent InfurreAiohs, particularly at Januica, 
accounts for them from the greatnefsr of it's ^^;7tfr^/ importa* 
tions. ** In two yeafs and a half," fays he, ** 27,000 Ne,- 
*' groes have been imported." — '' No wonder we have rebel* 
^ lions! Twenty-feventhoufandintwoyear$ and a half? "Why, 
Sir, I believe that in fome late years there have been as many 
imported into the fame Ifland within the fame period I Sure- 
ly, Sir, when Gentlemen talk fo vehemently of the fafety of 
the Iflands, and charge us with being fo indifferent to it; 
when they fpeak of the calamities of St. Domingo, and of 
fimilar i^n^t% impending over tivdx QN^xv\v^^i^%\\^^^\^^^'^v 



hour, it ill becomes them to be the perjons who are crying out 
for further importations. It ill becomes them to charge upon us 
the crime of ftirring up Infurre^Hons— upon us who are only 
adopting the very principles, which Mr. Long— which in part 
•ven the Legiflature of Jamaica itfelf, laid down in^the time 
of danger, with an avowed view to the prevention of any fuch 
taiamity. 

• The Houie, I am fure will eafily believe it is no fmall fiitis^ 
fa^on to me, that among the many arguments for prohibit* 
ing the Slave Trade which crowd upon my mind i the fe- 
curity of our Weft India pofleffions -ag^nft internal commo- 
tions, as well as foreign enemies, is among the moft promi- 
nent and moft forcible. And here let me apply to my two 
Right Honourable Friends, and afk them^ whether in this part 
irf* the argument they do not fee realbn for immediate Abo- 
lition ? Why (hould jrau any longer import into thofe coun« 
tries that which is the very feed of Infurredion and rebellion? 
Why (hould you perfift in introducing thofe latent principles 
of conflagration, which if they (hould once burft forth, may an- 

I * ■ 

^nthilate in a Angle day the induftry of anliuhdred years ? 
Why will you fubjeft yourfelves, with open -eyesj- to the evl- 
ifent atid imminent rifk of a calamity, which mtj throw yo\i 
back a whole century in your profits, in your cultivatfoii, \A 
your progrefs to the emancipation of your Slavesr; and- dis- 
appointing at once every one of thefe golden expeditions, 
may retard not only the accompli(hmeht of that happy fyftent. 
which I have attempted to defcribe, but may cut off even 
your opportunity of taking any one introduftoiy ftep ? Let us 
begin from this time ! Let us not commit thefe- ifnportant 
interefts to any further hazard ! Let us profecute this great 
objeft' from this very hour ! Let us vote that the Abolitiori 
of the Slave Trade ihall be immediate^ and not left to I know 
not what future time or contingency ! Will my Right Hon. 
Friends anfwer for the fafety of the Iflands during any ima- 
ginable intervening period ? Or do they think that any>little 
ftdvantai^es of the kind which they ftate, can have any weight 



in that fcale of exptdiency in which this great' queftion ought 
undoubtedly to be tried. 

Thus ftated, and thi|S alone, Sir, can it be truly ftated, to 
Ivhatdoes the whole of nly Right Honourable Friend's argu- 

v. 

ments, on : the head of expediency, amount ? * It amounts 
\mt tb this :— The Colonies on the one hand would have to 
ftru^le with fome few difficulties and difadvantages at the^ 
firft, Tdr the fake of obtaining on the othor hand immediate 
fiKnirity to their leadiitg interefts; of enfuriiig Sir! even their 
own political exiftence } and for the (ake alfo of immediately 
commencing that fyftcm of progreffive improveipent in the 
condition of the Slaves^iwhich is neceflary to raife them from 
the ftate of brutes to that of rational beings, but which never 
can begin until the introdu^On of thefe new difalFefted and 
dangerous Africans into the iame gangs, fhall have been 
ftopped, 

' If any argument can in the flighteft degree juftify the 
fe verity that is now fo generally .pradifed in the treatment of 
the Slaves, it muft be the introdu&ioh of thefe Africans. It 
is the introduction of thefe Africans that renders all idea of 
Emancipation for the prefent fo chimerical ; and the very 
mention of it fo dreadful. It is the introdu^ion of thefe 
Africans that keeps down the condition of all Plantation Ne« 
groes. Whatever fyftem of treatment is deemed neceflary by 
the Planters to be adopted towards thefe new Africans, extends 
itfelftothe other Slaves alfo; inftead therefore of deferring 
the hour when yoii will finally put an end to importations, 
vainly purpofing that the condition of your prefent Slaves 
ihould previoufly be mended, you muft, in, the very fir^ 
inftance, iiop your importations, if you hope to introduce any 
rational or practicable plan, either of gradual emancipation, 
er prefent general improvement. 

Having now done with this queftion of expediency asaflbCt* 
!ng the Iflands, I come next to a propofition advanced by tny 
Right Honourable Friend, (Mr. Dundaa,) which appeared 
to intimate, that on account of fome patrimonial rights of the 
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Weft Indians, the prohibition of the Slave Trade might be 
conddercd as an invafion of their legal inheritance. 

Now, in anfwer to this propofition, I muft make*lwo or 
three remarks, which I think my Right Honourable Friend 
will find fome confiderable difficulty in anfwering : 

Firft, I obferve that his argument, if it be worth any things 
applies juft as much to gradual as immediate Ab<^ition.- I 
have no doubt, that at whatever period he fhould be difpofed 
to fay, the Abolition fhould a&ually take place, this defence 
will equally be fct up ; for it certainly is jufl as good an argu* 
ment againft an Abolition feven, or feventy years hence, as 
againft an Abolition at this moment. It fuppofes, we have 
no right whatever to ftop the importations ; and even though 
the difadvantage to our plantations, which fome Gentlemen 
fuppofe to attend tbe meafure of immediate Abolition, fhould 
be admitted gradually to Icflen by the lapfeof a few years, yet 
in point of principle, the abfence of all right of interference 
would remain the fame. My Right Honourable Friend, 
therefore, I am fure will not prefs an argument not kfs hoftile 
to his propofition than to ours. But let us invefHgate the 
foundation of this objedion, and I will commence what I 
have to fay, by putting a queftion to my Right Honourable 
Friend. It is chiefly on the prefumed ground ^^or fc/zrj; 
hound by a parliamentary fan^iion heretofore given to the African 
Slave Trade^ that this argument againfl the Abolition is 
rafted. Does then my Right Honourable Friend, or does 
any man in this Houfe think, that the Slave Trade has re-y 
ceived any fuch parliamentary fan£tion, as muft place it 
more out or the jurifdidion of the legiflature for ever after^ 
than the other branches of our national commerce ? I afk, 
is there any one regulation of any part of our commerce, 
which, if this argument be valid, may not^ equally be ob-» 
je£bd to, on the ground of its afFe<%ng feme man's patri- 
mony, fome man's property, or fome man^s expectations ? 
Let it never be forgotten that the argument I am canvaffing 
VOuU be juft as ftrong, if the poffeffion afFeded were (mail, 
9Qfle£or8 humble •, fot on tvcrj ^ivma^^ q.^ "Y^^v^^^ 



the property of any fingle individual^ or fmall number of Indi- 
viduals is as facred, as that of the great body of Weft In- 
dians. Jpftice ought tp extend her pirotedlion with rigid im- 
partiality to the rich and to the poor, to the powerful and to ' 
the humble. If this be the cafe, in what a fituation does my 
Right Honourable Friend's argument place the legiflature of 
Britain/ What room is left for their interference in the regu- 
lation of any part of pur commerce? It is fcarcely po/Iible to lay 
a duty on ^ny one article, which may not when firft impofed, 
be faid in fome way to ^ffe{^ the property of individuals| and 
even of fome entire claffes of the community. , If the laws 
refpe&ing the Slave Trad^ imply a cqntradl for its perpetual 
continuance, I will venture to (ay, there does not pafs a year 
without fpn^e adl, equ^Iy pledging the faith of parliament to 
the perpetuating of fome other branch of commerce* In fhort, 
I repeat my obfervation, that no new tax can be impofed, 
much lefs cart any prohibitory duty be ever laid on any branch 
trade, that has before been regulated by parliament, if this 
principle be once admitted. 

Before I refer to the a6ls of parliament by which the public 
faith is faid to be pledged ; let me remark alfo, that a contract « 
for the continuance of the Slave Trade, muft on the principles 
which I (hall prefently infift on, have been void, even from the 
beginning ; for if this trade is an outrage upon juftice, and 
only another name for fraud, robbery and murder ; will any 
man urge that the legiflature could poflibly by any pledge 
whatever incur the obligation of being an accelTary, or I may 
even fay, a principal in the commiiEon of fuch enormities, 
by fan£lioning their continuance? as well might an individual 
think himfelf bound by a promife to commit an a(raf£nation» 
I am confident. Gentlemen muft fee, that our proceeding on 
fuch grounds, would infringe all the principles of law, and 
fubvert the very foundation of morality. 

Let u$ now -fee, how far the ads themfelves fhewthat thers 
is this fort pf parliamentary pledge to continue the African 
Slave Trade. The Aft of 23. Geo. I. C. 31, is that by 
which we ar^ fuppofcd to be bouivA u^ \>^ cwvXx^Qcx^iSaxvSvNKKv 



all thofe horrors now fo incontrovcrtiby proved. How fiir-^ 
prifed then Sir, muft the Houfe be to find, that by a claufe of 
their very a£^, fome of thefe outrages are cxprefsly forbidden ! 
Jt fay?, " No commander, or mafter of a (hip trading to 
" Africa, fhall by fraud, force, or violence, or by any indi- 
** red practice whatfoever, take on board cr carry away from 
" the coaft of Africa, any Negro, or Native of the laid 
** country, rr commit any violence on the Natives, to the pre- 
•* judice of the faid trade, and that every perfon fo oflFending, 
•* ihall for every fuch offence forfeit" — When it comes to 
the penalty, forry am I' to* fay, that we fee too clofe a rcfem- 
blance to the Weft India law, which inflidls the payment of 
3bh as the punifliment for murdering a negro. The price 
of blood in Africa is lool. but even this penalty is enough 
to prove that the Aft at leaft does not fan<^ion, much Icfs 
does it engage" to perpetuate enormities ; and the whole trade 
has now been dcmonftrated to be a mafs, a fyftem of enormi- 
ties ; of enormities \vhich incontrovertibly bid defiance not; 
only to this claufe, but to every regulation which our inge- 
nuity can devife, and our powpr carry into effcft. Nothing 
can accomplifti the objeft of this claufe but an extinftion of 
the trade itfclf. 

But, Sir, let us fee what was the motive for carrying on 
the trade at all ? The preamble of the A£l ftates it, " Whereas 
•* the trade to and from Africa is very advantageous to Great 
** Britain'^ and necejfary for the fupplying the Plantations and 
^ Colonies thereunto belonging with zfuffcient number of 
*' Negroes at reafonable rates, and for that purpofe the faid 
** trade fliould be carried on," &c. — Here then we fee whaf 
*• the Parliament had in view when it pafTed this a£l ; and I have 
dearly {hewn that not one of the occafions on which it ground- 
ed its proceedings now exifts. I may then plead, I think, the 
very act itfelf as an argument for the Abolition. If it is (hewn, 
that iriftead of being " very advantageous," to Great Britain, 
tfiis trade is the moft deftrudtive that can well be imagined to 
hjSr interefts y that it is the ruin of our feamen ; that it fiops 
^Pta&on 6i our mauukaut^s.— \? \t. \^ i^tw^'va. ^^i. 




fecond place that it is not imv ncccflary for the *• (itpplyirig 

** our Plantations with Negroes j^-if it is further eftaUifhcil 

that this traffick was froin the very .beginning contrary to the 

firft principles of juftioe,* and confequently that a pledgt for 

its continuance, hiid one > been attempted to have been gtv.eni| 

muft have been completely and abfolutely void— where theii 

in this Aft of Parliament h' the contraft te her foond, by whicti 

Sritain is bound, as^ihe is ikid to be,, qevef to liften to hdr 

own true interefts, and to the cries of the Natives of A&ica^ 

is It not clekr' that all argument, founded -on the fuppi^fed 

f)iedged:£uth of Parliament, makes igainft thofe<who emj^fo^ 

•k-? I refer you to the principle which obtain in other cafes* 

Every Txade A(B: ih'ews undoubtedly 'that the Le^iflfittcre & 

ufed to pay a tender regard to .all. daffe.'^f the coiftnlUmty; 

But if for the fake of moral duty, of oAtUmsi^ honoU^^ or even 

of great political advantage, it is thought right, by authority 

of Parliament, to alter a^ylong eflablithed fyftesn, Partiaineiiit 

is cotnpetent to do it^ ' The Legiflature will ^ undoubtedly be 

careful to fubjeft individuals to as little irtcbnv-enicncb a£ 

poi]ible> and if any peculiar hardihlp ihould arife, that caA 

be jdiftiiiftly ftatedy and .&irly pleaded,, there vfill ever, I am 

fure, bo^ liberal fieiing towards them in the Legiflature of 

4his cokintry, which. is the guardian of all who live under its 

proteftion. . On the. prefcnt occaftoh, . the .moft powerful 

con&derations call upon us to Abolii]i the Slave Trade ; and 

if we -refiife to attend to them on tlie alleged grqund of 

pledged .'faith and contrail, we fhall depart as widely firom 

the prafHce of Parliameht, as from the path of moral duty« 

If indeed there is any cafe ^ of bardihip, which comes withia 

the proper cognizance of Parliament, and calls for the exe^cifc 

of its liberality,-^ well ! ' But fuch a cafe muft bereferved 

for calm confideration, as a matter diftin^l from the prefcnt 

^ueftion. 

I beg pardon, for dwellii^g (o long on the argument of ex<- 
pediency, aivl on die manner in which it aflFe(fts the Weil 
Indies. I have been carried away by my own feelings on 
fome.of tiiefc points into a ^oaiX^t \tTv^x.\v >^^x\.Vv(\\.^ti^^^ 
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cfpctially confidering how fully the fubje^ has beeh already 
- argued. The refult of all I have laid, is, that there eicifts no 
impediment) no obftacle, no (hadow of reafonable objedioa 
on the ground of pledged faith, or even on that of national 
expediency, to the Abolition of this trade* On the contrary, all 
the arguments drawn from thofe fources plead for it, and they 
plead much more loudly, and much more flrongly in every 
part of the queftion, for an immediate, than for a gradual 
Abolition. 

But now. Sir, I come to Africa. That is the groimd oii 
which I reft, and here it is that I fay my Right Honourable 
Friends do not carry their principles to their full extent.—* 
Why ought the Slave Trade to be aboliflied ? Because it 
IS INCURABLE INJUSTICE. How much ftronger then is the 
argument for immediate, than gradual abolition ! By allowing 
it to continue even for one hour, do not my Right Honourable 
Friends weaken — do not they defert, their own argument of 
its injuftice ? If on the ground of injoftice it ought to be 
abolilhed at laft, why ought it not now ? Why is injuftice 
to be fufFered to remain for a fingle hour ? From what I hear 
without doors, it is evident that there is a general conviiftion 
entertained of its being far from juft, and from that very con-* 
vi(Slion of its injuftice, fome men have been led, I fear, to 
_ the fuppofition, that the Slave Trade never could have been 
permitted to begin, but from fome ftrong and irrefiftible nc* 
ceiEty 5 a neceflity, however,'' which if it wzs &ncied to exift 
at firft, I have jQiewn cannot be thought by any man whatever 
to exift now* This plea of neceffity, thus prefumed, and 
prefumed, as I fufped, from the circumftance of injuftice 
itlelf, has caufed a fort of acquiefcence in the continuance of 
this evil. Men have been led to place it among the rank of 
thofe necejfary evils^ which are fuppofed to be ^the lot of 
human creatures, and to be permitted to fall upon fome coun- 
tries or individuals, rather than upoa others, by that Being, 
whofe ways are infcrutable to us, and whofe difpeniations, it 
jflk coHceived, we ought not to look into. The origin of evil 
[a Aibje(^ beyond the tci^Vi ol Wm'9iXw>ix^4R3;&MQdMx<^ ; 
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and the permiflion of it by the Supreme Being, is a iubje£l 
into which it belongs not to us to inquire. But where the 
evil in queftion is a moral evil which a man can fcrutinize, 
and where that moral evil has its origin with ourfelvesy let us 
iiot imagine that we can clear our canfciences by this general, 
not to fay irreligious and impious way of laying afide the quef- 
tion. If we refleS at all on this fubjeit, we muft fee that every 
necefiary evil fuppofes that fome other and greater evil would 
be incurred were it removed : I therefore defire to afk, what 
can be that greater evil, which can be ftated to overbalance 
the one in queftion ? — / know *ofnQ evil that ever has exiftedy 
nor can imagine one to exi/fy worfe than the tearing of seventy 
OR EIGHTY THOUSAND PERSONS annually from their native 
landy by a combination of the civilized nations^ inhabiting the 
mojl enlightened quarter of the globe ; but more efpecially under 
the fanSfion of the laws of that nation^ which calls h erf elf the 
mojl free and the mojl happy of them all, Even^ if thefe 
miferable beings were proved guilty of every crime before you 
take them off, of which however not a fingle proof is adduced, 
ought we to take upon ourfelves the office of executioners ? 
And even if we condefcend fo for, ftill can we be juftified in 
taking them, unlefs we have clear proof that they arc 
criminals ? ' 

But if we go much further,— if we ourfelves tempt them to 
fell th^ ir fellow-creatures to us, we may reft affured, that they 
will take care to provide by every method, by kidnapping, by 
village- breaking, by unjuft wars, by iniquitous condemna- 
tions, by rendering Africa a fcene of bloodflicd and mifery, 1 
fupply of viftims increafing in proportion to our demand. -^Can 
we then hefitate in deciding whether the wars in Africa are 
tHeir wars or ours ? It was our arms in the River Cameroon 
put into the hands of the Trader, that furniihed him with the 
means of pufhlng his trade ; and I have no more doubt that 
they are Britifli arms, put into the hands of Africans, which 
promote univerfal war and defdation, than I can doubt their 
Kaving done fo in that individual inftance. 

Z I have 
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I have fliewn how great is the enormity of this evil, cvea 
on the fuppofition that we take only convids and prifoners 
of war. But take the fubjeS in the other way ; take it on 
the grounds ftated by the Right Honourable Gentleman over 
the way, and how does it ftand ? Think of eighty thou- 
sand perfons carried away out of their country by we know not 
what means ! For crimes imputed ! For light or inconiider- 
able faults ! For debt perhaps ! For the crime of witchcraft f 
Or a thoufand other weak and fcandalous pretexts ! Befides 
all the fraud and kidnapping, the villainies and perfidy, by 
which the Slave Trade is fupplied. Refleft on thefe eighty 
thoufand perfons thus annually taken off! There is fomething 
in the horror of it, that furpafTes all the bounds of imagina- 
tion. Admitting that there cxifls in Africa fomething like 
to Courts of Juftice j yet what an office of humiliation and 
meannefs is it in us, to take upon ourfelves to carry into 
execution the partial, the cruel, iniquitous fentences of fuch 
Courts, as if we alfo were flrangers to all religion, and to 
the firft principles of juftice. But that country, it is faidy 
has bee» in fome degree civilized, and civilized by us. It is 
faid they have gained fome knowledge of the principles of 
iuftice. What, Sir, have they gained principles of juftice 
from us? Is their civilization brought about by us! ! ! — Yes, 
we give them enough of our intercourfe to convey to them the 
means, and to initiate them in the ftudy of mutual deftrudtion,. 
We give them juft enough of the forms of juftice to enable 
them to add the pretext of legal trials to their other modes of" 
perpetrating the moft atrocious iniquity. We give them 
Juft enough of European improvements, to enable them the 
more effeftually to turn Africa into a ravaged wildernefs. 
Some evidences fay, that the Africans are addifted to the 
praftice of gambling; that they even fell their wives and 
children, and ultimately themfelves. Are thefe then the le*- 
gitimate fources of Slavery ? Shall we pretend that we can 
thus acquire an honeft right to exadl the labour of thefe 
people ? Can we pretend that we have a right to carry away 
%f> diftant regions, men of whom we know nothing by authen- 



tic inquiry, and of whom there is every reafonable prefumptlon 
to think, that thofe who fell them to us, have no right to do fo. 
But the evil does not flop here. I feel that there is not 
time for me to make all the remarks which the fubjedl de- 
ferves, and I refrain from attempting to enumerate half the 
dreadful confequences of this fyftem. Do you think nothing 
of the ruin and the miferies in which fo many- other indivi- 
duals, ftill remaining in Africa, are involved in confequencc 
of carrying off fo,many myriads of people? Do you think 
nothing of their families which are left behind ? Of the con- 
nexions which are broken ? Of the friendfhips, attachments, 
and relationfliips that are burft afunder ? Do you think no- 
thing of the miferies in coniequence, that are felt from gene- 
ration to generation? Of the privation of that happinefs which 
might be communicated to them by the introduftion of civi-' 
lization, and of mental' and moral improvement? A hap- 
pinefs which you with-hold from them fo long as you permit 
the Slave Trade to continue. What do you yet know of the 
internal ftate of Africa ? You have carried on a Trade to that 
quarter of the globe from this civilized and enlightened coun- 
try ; but fuch a trade, that inftead of diffufing either knowledge 
or wealth, it has been the check to every laudable purfuit. 
Inftead of any fair interchange of commodities; inftead of 
conveying to them from this highly favoured land, any means 
of improvement, you carry with you that noxious plant by 
which every thing is withered and blafted; under whofe 
fhade nothing that is ufeful or profitable to Africa will ever 
flourifh or take root. Long as that continent has been 
known to navigators, the extreme line and boundaries of its 
coafts is all with which Europe is yet become acquainted ; 
while other countries in the fame parallel of latitude through 
a happier fyflcm of intercourfe have reaped the bleffings of a 
mutually beneficial commerce. But as to the whole interior 
of that Continent you are, by your own principles of com- 
merce, as yet entirely (hut out: Africa is known to you 
only in its fkirts. Yet even there you are able to infufe a 
poilbn that fpreads its contagious cffeds from one end of 
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it to the other, which penetrates to its very centre, corruptr ' 
ing every part to which it reaches. You there fubvert the 
whole order of nature ; you aggravate every natural barbari- ] 
ty, end furniih to every man living on that Continent, mo- 
tives for committing, under the name and pretext of Com- 
merce, a£ls of perpetual violence and perfidy againft hi? 
neighbour. 

Thus, Sir, has the perverfion of Britlfb commerce carried 
mifery inftead of happinefs to one whole quarter of the globe. 
Falfe to the very principles of trade, mifguided in our policy, 
and unmindful of our duty, what aftonifliing — I had almoft 
faid, what irreparable mifchief, have we brought upon that 

Continent ! 1 would apply this thought to the prcicnt 

queftion — How (hall we ever repair this mifchief? How fhall 
we hope to obtain, if it be pofEble, forgivenefs from Heivei> 
for thofe enoripous evils we have committed, if we refufe to 
make ufe of thofe means which the mercy of Providence hath 
ftill referved to us for wiping away the guilt and fhame with 
which we are now covered. If we refufe even this degree of 
compenfation, if knowing the miferies we have caufed, we 
refufe even now to put a ftop to them, how greatly aggravated 
will be the guilt of Great Britain ! and what a blot will the 
hiftory of thefe tranfadions for ever be in the hiftory of this 
country ! Shall we then delay to repair thefe injuries, and 
to begin rendering this juftice to Africa ? Shall we not count 
the days and hours that are fuffered to intervene and to delay 
the accompliflimcnt of fuch a work ? Refle£l: what an immenfe 
objecS is before you — what an object for a nation to have in 
view, and to have a profpedt, under the favour of Providence, 
of being now permitted to attain ! I t^iink the Houfe will 
agree with me in cherifliing the ardent wifti to enter without 
delay, upon the meafures nece/ikry for thefe great ends ; and 
I am fure that the immediate Abolition of the Slave Trade 
is the firft^ the principal, the mpft indifpenfable aft of policy, 
ofdutyj and of juftice, that the Legiflature of this country 

bas to take, if it is indeed their wifli to fecure thofe important 

.«* •.■■•■'^ . • ••■ «... •. * 
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objcS:s to which I have alluded, and which we are bound! to . 
purfue by the moft folemn obligations. 

There is, hovvever, one argument fet up as a a universal 
anfwer to every thing that can be urged on our fide j whe- 
ther we addrefs ourfelves to Gentlemens underftandings, or 
to their hearts and confcienccs. It is neceflfary I ftiould re- 
rriove this formidable objeSion j for though not often flated 
in dilHndl terms, I fear it is one which has a very wide in- 
fluence. The Slave Trade fyftem, it is fuppofed, has taken 
(o deep root in Africa, that it is abfurd to think of its being 
eradicated ; and tbe Abolition of that (hare of trade carried 
on by Great Britain (and efpecially if her example is not fol- 
lowed by other powers) is likely to be of very little fervicc. 
Give me leave to fay in anfwer to fo dangerous an argu- 
ipent, that we ought to be extremely fure indeed of the af- 
fumptio.n on which it refts, before we venture to rely on it« 
validity ; before we decide that an evil which we ourfelves 
contribute to inAiA is incurable, and on that very plea, re- 
fufe to defift from bearing our part in tiie fyftem which pro- 
duces itr You are not lure, it is faid, that other nations will 
give up the trade, if you fliould renounce it. I anfwer, if 
this trade is as criminal as.it is afTerted to be, or if it has in 
it a thoufandth part of the criminality, which I, and others, 
after thorough inveftigation of the fubjedl, charge upon it; 
GOD forbid that we Ihould hehtate in determining to relin- 
quifii fo iniquitous a traffic ; even though it ihould be re- 
tained by other countries. GOD forbid, however, that we 
fhould fail to do our utmoft .towards inducing other countries 
to abandon a bloody commerce which they have probably 
been in good meafure led by our example to puifuc. GOD 
forbid that we fhould be capable of wifliing to arrogate to 
ourfelves the glory of being iingular in renouncing it ! 

I tremble at the thought of Gentlemens indulging them- 
felves in this argument (an argument as pernicious as it is fu- 
tile) which I am combating. " We are friends," fay they, 
**- to humanity. We are fecond to none of you in our zeal for . 
f^ the good of Africa, — but the French will no.t abolifli, — the 
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^ Dutch will not abolifli. Wc wait therefore on prudential 
** principles till they join us, or fet us an example." 

How, Sir ! Is this enormous evil ever to be eradicated, 
if every nation is thus prudentially to wait till the concurrence 
of all the world (hall have been obtained ? — Let me remark 
too, that there is no nation in Europe that has, on the one hand, 
plunged fo deeply into this guilt as Britain ; or that is fo 
likely, on the other, to be looked up to as an example, if flie 
Ihould have the manlinefs to be the firft in decidedly renouncing 
iu But, Sir, does not this argument apply a thoufand times 
more ftrongly in a contrary way ? How much mqrc juftly may 
other nations point to us^ and fay, *' Why fhould we abolifli 
** the Slave Trade, when Great Britain has not aboliffied ? — 
" Britain, free as flie is, juft and honourable as' flie is, and 
** deeply alfo involved as flie is in this commerce above all 
** nations, not only has not aboliflied, hut has rcfufed to 
*' aholijh.'^^ht has invefl:i gated it well ; flie has gained the 
'* completed infight into its nature and efFefts ; flie has col- 
*' lefted volumes of evidence on every branch of the fubjed. 
*' Her Senate has deliberated — has deliberated again and 
** again — and what is the refult ? She has gravely and folemnly 
*' determined to fan£lion the Slave Trade, She fanftions it at 
*' leaft for a while — her Legiflature therefore, it is plain, fees 
** no guilt in it, and has thus furniflied us with the ftrongefl: 
." evidence that flie can furnifli, — of the juftice unquefl:ionably, 
** — and of the policy alfo, in a certain meafure and in certain 
** cafes at leaft, of permitting this traffick to continue." 

This, Sir, is the argument with which wc furnifli the 
other Nations of Europe, if We again refufe to put an end 
to the Slave Trade. Inftead therefore of imagining, that by 
chufing to prefumc on their continuing it, we fliall have 
exempted ourfelves from guilt, and have transferred the whole 
criminality to them '; let us rather refleft that on the very 
principle urged againft us, we fliall henceforth have to an- 
fwer foJT their crimes, as well as our own. We have ftrong 
reafons to believe that it depends upon us, whether other 
cpiintries ^ill perilft in this bloody trade or not. Already 

ft " 
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we have liifFered one year to pafs away, and now that the 
queftion is renewed, a propofition is made for gradual^ with 
the view of preventing immediate abolition. I know the 
difficulty that exifts in attempting to reform long-eftabliflied 
abufes ; and I know the danger arifing from the argument in 
favour of delay, in the cafe of evils which neverthelefs are 
thought too enormous to be borne, when confidered as per- 
petual. But by proposing fome other period than the pre- 
fent, by prefcribing fome condition, by waiting for fome 
contingency, or by refufin^ to proceed till a thoufand fa- 
vourable circumftances unite together ; perhaps until we 
'obtain the general concurrence of Europe ; (a concurrence 
which I believe never yet took place- at the commencement 
of any one improvement in policy or in morale) year after 
year efcapes, and the moft enormous evils go unredrefled. 
We fee this abundantly exemplified, not only in public, but 
in private life. , Similar obfervations have been often applied 
to the cafe of perfonal reformation . If you g6 into the ftreet 
it is a chance but the firft perfon who crofles you is one, 
*' Vivendi refte qui prorogat horam.'* We may wait ; we 
may delay to crofs the ftream before us, till it has run down i 
but we ihall wait for ever, for the river will ftill flow on, 
without being exhaufted. We fhall be no nearer the objefit 
which we profefs to have in view, fo long as the ftep, whick 
alone can bring us to it, is not taken. Until the adual, the 
only remedy is applied, we ought neither to flatter ourfelves 
that we have as yet thoroughly laid to heart the evil we 
afFed to deplore ; nor tha/ there is as yet any reafonable 
aflurance, of its being brought to an aftual termination. 

It has alfo been occafionally urged, that there is fomething 
in the difpofition and nature of the Africans themfelves, which 
renders all profpecS: of civilization on that continent extremely 
unpromifing. " It has been known" (fays Mr. Frazer, in 
his evidence) ** that a boy has been put to death, who was 
refufed to be purchafed as a flave." This fingle ftory was 
deemed by that Gentleman a fufiicient proof of the barbarity 
of the Africans^ and of the inutility of abolifliing the Slave 
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Trade. My Honourable Friend, however, has told jrotf, . '_ 
that this hoy had previoufly run away from his matter three 
ih^eral times ; th?it the matter had to pay his value according 
to the cufiom of his country, every tinje he was brought 
back ; and that partly from anger at the boy for runninj 
away fo frequtntly, and piinly to prevent a ftill further re- 
petition of the fame expenf<^, he determined to put him to 
death, — Such was the explanation of the ftory given in the 
crofs examination. This, Sir, is the fignal inttance that has 
been dwelt upon of African bi'barity— This Jfrtcan^ we ad- 
mit, W3$ unenli^htcneti, and altogether barbarous : but let us 
now afk what would a civilized and enlightened Weft Indian^ or 
a body of Weft Indians, have dons in any cafe of a parallel 
nature? — I will quote you, Sir, a law, paffed in the Weft 
Indies, in the year 1722-, which, in turning over the book I 
happened juft now to caft my eye upon ; by which law, this 
very fame crime of running away, is, by the legiflature of the 
ifland — by the grave and deliberate fentence of that enlighten- 
ed legiflature, punifljed with death : and thfs, not in the cafe 
only, of the //>/></ offence, but even in the very ^ry^ mflance. 
It is enafted " that if any Negro, or other flave (hall with- 
" draw himfelf from his mafter, for the term of fix months ; 
*' or any flave that was abfent, (hall not return within that time 
^ it ftiall be adjudged felony, and every fuchperfonfliall fufFer 
" death." There is alfo another Weft Indian law, by which 
every Negro's hand is armed againft his fellow-negroes, by his 
being authorized to kill a runaway Slave, and even having 
a reward held out to him for doing fo. Let the Houfe now 
contraft the two cafes. Let them afk themfelves which of 
the two exhibits the greater barbarity ? — Let them refled, 
with a little candor and liber alityj whether on the ground of 
any of thbfe fafts, and loofe iniinuations as to the facrifices 
to be met with in the evidence, they can poflibly reconcile 
to themfelves the excluding of Africa from all means of civi- 
lization ? Whether they can poflibly vote for the continuance _ 
of the Slave Trade upon the principle, that the Africans have 
ibewn themfelves to be a race oi incorrigille barbarians ? 
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I hope, therefore, we iball hear no more of &t mora! im« 
poffibility of civilizing the Africans, nor have our under- 
landings and qonfciences again infulted, by being called upon to 
fandion the Slave Trade, until other nations fhall have fet 
the example of abolifliing it. While we have been deliberat- 
ing upon the fubje£l, one nation, not ordinarily taking the 
lead in politics, nor by any means remarkable for, the boldnefs 
of its councils, has determined on a gradual ^Abolition; a ^ 
determination, indeed, which, fmce it. permits for a time ' 
the exigence of the Slave Trade, would be an unfortunate 
pattern for our imitation. France, it is faid, will take up the 
Traile, if we relinquifh it. What ? Is it fuppofed that ill the 
prefent fituation of St. Domingo, of an Ifl^nd which ufed to 
take threer fourths of all the Slaves required by the <Colqnles 
of France, (he, of all countriesj will think of taking. it upf 
What countrbs remain ? The Portuguefe, the Dutch, and the 
Spaniards. Of thofe countries let me declare it is my opinion, 
that if they fee us renounce the Trade, after full deliberation, 
they will n^ be difpofed, even on principles of policy, to rufli 
further into it.-— But I fay more: How are they to fumiih the 
Capital ncQtSbiry for carrying it on? If there is any aggrava« 
tion of, our -guilt, in this wretched bufineis, greater than 
another,,, it is that we hnvejleoped to be the carriers of theft 
miferable beings from Africa to the Weft Indies for all the 
ether powers of Europe. And now. Sir, if we retire froi^ 
the Trade altogether, I a(k. Where is that fund which is to 
be raifed at once by other nation^ equal to the purchafe of 30 
or 40,000 Slaves f A fuxid, which if we rate them at 49]» 
or 501. each, cannot make a capital of lefs than a million and 
a half, or two v millions of money. From what brandi •of 
their commerce is it that thefe European nations ^ill ijbraur 
together a fund toy>/^ this monjier f^^lo keep alive this detej^able 
commerce ? — And even if they ihould make the attempt, will 
not that immenfe Chafm, which muft iiiftantly be created in 
the other parts of their trade, from which this vaft capital mu4 
be withdrawn in order to fupply the Slave Trade^ be filled 
up by ymrfdves ?— Will not ^tfe \>uaK^% ^ ^jtOT««2tw\ . 



tvlifch they maft leare, and from iriiidi fhej muft withdraw 
their indtiftry and their capitals, in order to apply tfiem to the 
Slave Trade, be then taken up by Britifh merchants ?-— WQl 
you net even in this cafe, find your capital flow into thefe 
deferted channels ? — Will not yotir capital be turned finom the 
Slave Trade to that natural and innocent commerce from which 
they muft' withdraw their capitals in proportion as diey take up 
th« traffick in the fle(h and blood of their fellow-creatures ? 

The Committee fees, I truft, how little ground of objec- 
tion to our pfopofition dicre is in this part of our advexiaries 
argument. 

Having now detained the Houfe fo long, all that I will 
further add, fhall be on that important fubje^ the civi- 
lization of Africa, which I have already fhewn that I con- 
fider as the leading feature in this queftion. Grieved am I 
to think that there fhould be a fingle perfon m this coun- 
try, much more that there fhould be' a (ingle member in 
the Britifh Parliament, who can look on the prefent dark 
Uncultivated and uncivilized ftate of that continent, as ft 
jfround for continuing the Slave Trade,— as a ground not 
Only for rcfufing to attempt the improvement of Africa, but 
feven for hindering and intercepting every ray of light which 
might othcrwife break in upon her,— sis a gr6und for te- 
fiifiilg to her the common chance and the common means, 
Vrith which other natrons have been blcffcd, of emerging from 
ttcir native barbarifin. 

* Here, as in every other branch of this extenfivc qttefllon, 
tlie argument of our adverfaries pleads againft them ; for, 
fiirciy. Sir, the prefent deplorable ftate <5f Africa, efpecially 
when- we reflcft that her chief calamities are to be afcribed 
fo irt, calls for our generous aid, rather than juftifies any 
<!efi»lr oh our part of hef recovery, and ftill lefs any fiir-« 
ther repetition of our injuries, 

' I ^ill not much longer fttigue die attention of the Houfc.; 

but this ^nt has impreiTed itfelf fo deeply on my nund, diat I 

tnHt trouble the Committee with a few additional obfervations. 

iWr -pre jiiftfficd, I %% otv axvj otva ^ywraA xA ^^^otj, ^ 
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by any one inftance tQ be found in the hiftory of the world, 
from its very beginning to this day, in forming the .fuppo« 
fition which I am now combating? Are we juftificd in fiip* 
pofing that the particular pra£lice which we encourage ii^ 
Africa, of men's felling each other for flaves, is any fymptom 
of a barbarifm that .is incurable? Are we j unified in.fup-t 
podng that even the praSice of offering up human faerifices 
proves a total incapacity fo| civilization ? I believe it wiU 
b^ found (and perhaps much more generally than is. fupi* 
pofed) that both the trade in flaves, and the flill more la^ 
vage cuftom of offering human faerifices, obtained in former 
periods, throughout many of thofe nations which now, by 
the bleffings of Providence, and by a long progreffion of im- 
provements, are advanced the farthefl in civilization. I be«r 
lieve. Sir, that, if we will reflect: an inflant, we ihall find 
that this obfervation comes diredUy home to mr own fehjes \ 
and chat, on the fame ground on which we now are difpofed 
to profcribe Africa for ever, from all pofEbility of improve- 
ment, we ourfelvis might, in like manner, have been.prov 
fcribed and for ever fhut put from all the bleffings whix:h vft 
now enjoy. 

There was a time. Sir, which it may be fit fometimesjto 
revive in the remembrance of our countrymen, when even 
human faerifices are faid to have been offered in this ifland* 
But I would peculiarly obferve on this day, for it is a cafe 
precifely in point, that the very fra£iice of the Slave Tr$de 
once prevailed among us. Slaves, as we may read in Henry'? 
Hiflory of Great Britain, were formerly an ejiablijhed article of 
OUR exports, " Gfeat numbers,*^ he fays, " were exported like 
*' cattle, froqi the Britifh coafl, and were to be feen expofed 
" for fale in the Roman market." It does not diflinSly ap- 
pear, by what means they were procured j but there was un- 
queftionably no fipall refemblance, in this particular point, be« 
tween the cafe of our anceflors and tliat of the prefent wretched 
nafives of Jfrica-^^for the hiflorian tells you that ** adultery, 
*' ivitchcraft and debt were probably fome of the chief fources 
** of fupplylng the Roman market w^th Britifh Slaves — tha^ 
^ prifoacrs taken in war were ^idA^i^ \ft ^^ twxc^a^\ — ^wv^'^^x 



^ who, after hxving loit all tbeir goois, at ]ei^;|h fiafced 
•* cbeaiieU'cs, tbc'r wires asd tbrir childim." Every one of 
tfatie fourccs cf fikverv has been fiated, and almoft preciielj 
in the fame terms, to be at dus fasnr a ibnrce of llavery in 
Africa. And thefe drcjmfiances. Sir, with a iblicarj inftance 
<x two of human iacritces, fursHh the allegicd prooft, that 
Africa labours under a mMtural huapaaty far cnrilizatian ; 
chat it is entbufiafm acd &naricif?n to think that fiie can ever 
eqojr the knowledge and the mords of Europe ; that Provi* 
dence never intended her to rile above a ftate of barbarifin ; 
tha Providence has irrevocably doomed her to be only a nurfery 
for Slaves for us free and civilized Europeans. ADow of this 
principle, as applied to Africa, and I (hould be glad to know 
why it might not alio have been applied to ancient and uncivi-* 
lized Britain. Why might not feme Roman Senator, reafiming 
on the principles of feme Honourable Gentlemen, and point* 
jng to Brittjb BarbarianSj have predided with equal boldnefi 
^ Then is a people that will never rife to civilization — ibire 
^ is a people deftined never to be free — z people without the 
*^ underftanding neceflary for the atuinment of ufeful arts } 
^ deprefied by the hand of nature below the level of the 
^ human fpecics ; and cr.ated to form a fupply of Slaves for 
** the reft of the world." Might not this have been (aid, 
according to the principles, which we now hear ftated in all 
refpe£ls as fairly and as truly of Britain herfelf, at that period 
of her hiftory, as it can now be faid by us of the inhabitants 
of Africa? 

We, Sir, have long fincc emerged from barbarifm— we have 
almoft forgotten that we were once barbarians •^" we are now 
raifed to a fituation v/hich exhibits aftriking contraft to every 
circumftance, by which a Roman might have charaderifed us, 
and by which we now charaflerize Africa. There is indeed 
one thine wanting to complete the contraft, and to clear us 
altogether from the imputation of acting even to this hour as 
Barbarians \ , for we continue to this hour a barbarous traf- 
§1^ in Shves: we continue it tvtn ^^x. m t^vxa ^"t ?aavix 
V •. .. . V^'*'^ 
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great and undeniable pretenflons to civilization. We ware 
once as obfcure among the nations of the earth, as favage 
in our manners, as debafed in our morals, as degraded in 
our undcrftanding?, as fhcfe unhappy Africans arc at pre> 
fent. But in the lapfe of a long ferie$ of years, by a pro« 
gref&on flovy, ^nd for . a time,^ almoft imperceptible, we 
have become rich in a variety of acquirements, favoured 
above meafure in the gifts of Providence, unrivalled in com-, 
mercc, pre-eminent in arts, forcmoft in the purfuits of phi-' 
lofophy and fcience, and eftablifhed in all the bleffings of 
civil (bciety: We arc in the poflef&on of ppace, ofhappinefs. 
and of liberty ( we are under the guidance of a mild and be* 
neficent religion ; and we are proteded by impaj'tial la\^, and 
the pureft adminiftration of juftice : we are living under ^ 
fyftem of government, which bur own happy experience leads 
us to pronounce, the beft and vfikft which has ever yet been 
framed ; a fyftem which ha$ become the admiration of the 
world. Fron^ all thefe blcffings, we niuft for ever have beei^ 
fhut out; had there been any truth in thofe principles which 
feme Gentlemen have not hefitated to lay down as applicable 
to the cafe of Africa.-rHad thpfe principles \)een true, we 
ourfelves had languiflied to this hour in that mlferable ftate of 
ignorance, brutality, and degradation, in which hiftory prove^. 
our anceilors to have been immerfed. Had other nations 
adopted thefe principles in their condu£i towards us ; had otbcf 
nations applied to Great Britain the reafoning which (bme of 
the Senators of this very Ifland now apply to Africa^ — ^ages 
might have paiTed without our emerging from barbarifm ; and 

• 

wc who are enjoying the blefSngs of Britifli civilization, of 
BritiHi laws, and Britifh liberty, might, at this hour, have 
been little fuperior, either in morals, in knowledge, or re- 
finement, to the rude inhabitants of the Coaft of Guinea. 
If then we feel that this perpetual confinement in the fetters 
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ef brutal ignoranpe, would have been the greateft calamity 
which could have befallen us s if we view with gratitude and 
c>puItation the contrail between the peculiar blei&ngs wc enjoys 
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and the wretchedneft of the ancient inhabitants of ^ritain,*^ 
if we (hudder to think of the miiery which would ftill have 
overwhelmed us, had Great Britain continued to the prefent 
times to be the mart for Slaves to the more civili2sed nations 
of the world, through fome cruel policy of theirs, GOD for* 
bid that we (hould any longer fubjed Jfrica to the iame drAd-> 
fill fcourge, and preclude the light of knowledge, which has 
reached every other quarter of the globe, from having ac« 
cefs to her coafts. 

I truft we fhall no longer continue this commerce^ to th^ 
dcftru£tion of every improvement on that wide Continent; and 
(hall not confider ourfelves as conferring too great a boon, in 
reftoring its inhabitants to the rank of human beings. I truft 
we fhall not think ourfelves too liberal, if, by Aboltiliing the 
Slave Trade, we give them the fame common chance of 
civilization with other parts of the world, and that we fhall now 
allow to Africa the opportunity-^— the hope— the profpeA of 
attaining to the fame blefSngs which we ourfelves, through the 
favourable difpenfations of Divine Providence, have been per- 
mitted, at a much more early period, to enjoy. If v^c liflen 
to the voice of reafon and duty, and purfue this night, the line 
of conduct which they prefcribe, fome of us may live to fee 
a reverfc of that pifture, from which we now turn our eyes 
with fhame and regret. We may live to behold the Natives of 
Africa, engaged in the calm occupations of induftrj% in the pur- 
fuits of a juft 2nd legitimate commerce. We may behold the 
beams of fcience and philofophy breaking in upon their land^ 
ivhich at fome happy period in flill later times may blaze with 
jfuU luftre J and joining their influence to that of pure re- 
ligion, may illuminate and invigorate the moft diflant ex- 
tremities of that immenfe continent. Then may we hope 
' that even Africa (though laft of all the quarters of the globe) 
(hall enjoy at length in the evening of her days, thofe blef- 
fmgs which have defcehded fo plentifully upon us in a much 
earlier period of the world. Then alfo will Europe, partici- 
pating in her improvement and profperity, receive an ample 
ftcompenk for the tardy kindnefs, (if kindnefs it can be 
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called) of no longer hindering that continent from extrictting 
herfelf out of the 4^rkne(s which, in other more fortunate 
regions, has been fo much more fpeedily difpelled. 

'N^s primus equis oriens cffiavit anhtUs^ 



Illifera rubiris acctndit lumina vefpir. 

Then, Sir, may be applied to Africa, thbfe words originaD/ 
ufed indeed with a different view : 



His demufh exacts 

Devenere locos lotos j et amasna vinta 

Fortunatorum nemorum^ fedefque beatas i 

Largior hie eampos Mther it lumine vejlit 

Purpurea: 

It is in diis view. Sir, — it is an atonement for our long and 
cruel injuftice towards Africa, that the meafure propofed bjr 
my Honourable Friend moft forcibly recommends itfelf to my 
mind. The great and happy change to be expe<9;ed in the 
ftate of her inhabitants, is of all the various and important 
benefits of the Abolition, in my eflimation, incompatibly the 
moft exteniive and important. 

I fbaULvote, Sir, againft the adjournment ; and I (hsdl al(b 
oppofe to the utmoft every propofition, which in any way maf 
tend either to prevent^ or even to poftpone for an hour, the 
total Abolition of the Slave Trade ! a meafure which, on all 
the various grounds which I have ihited, we are bound) by 
the moft preffing and indifpenfible duty, to adopt. 
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Sir William Dolben, Chairman of the Committee^ 
then faid, that the Motion originally made, was, ** That it \^ 
" the opinion of this Committee, that the Trade carried on by 
** Britiih fubjeSs for the purpofe of cfetaiiC\Ti^^J«N«^ <aRv *^» 
' ' Cema of Africa, ought X^ be aX>g\vftvfc^ ^ ^vaa^-^Vx^'^^ 
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l^d betn moveiiy thxt the word, <' graduallT^'* fispsk! be inr^ 
ferted after the words, *^ ought te bey'* and before the word^ J 
^ aboliflied ;" and that finee moidag the above amendiiiettty: 
a motion had been made for the Chairman now to leave |h9 
Chair. The queftion which he had .to pat therefore,' inw» 
^ That the Chairman fhould now leave tif^ Chur/' Qtf 
which the Committee having divided^ 



^ 



The Ayes were . i . - . Bf 
Noes -..-----. a34 



Majority agaihft Mr* Jenkinfon^s Motion, that 

the Chaijrman ihould leaVe the Chaii^ - 147 



Sir William Dolben then put the Qyeftion, that the 
Word, " gradually,'* {hould be infcrted in Mr. Wilberforce'» 
Motion* The Committee having divided. 

The Aye$, (for inferting the wOfd 

** gradually,") were ^ - - igj 

The Noes, (againft agreeing that the Abo- 
lition (hould be gradual} were 1I5 

Majority iil favour of gradual Abolition, father 

than an immtdiaU one, ..««•• 68 



'the CuAiRMAN then pqt the amended Queftion, vidb 

•* That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Trade 

•* carried on by Britifh SubjeSs for the purpofe of obtaining 

** Slaves on the Coaft of Africa, ought to be gradually 

^* abolifhed." The Committee having divided. 

The Ayes (for a gradual Aisoiitiort,) were - 23^ 
The Noes (againft any Abolition,) were - - 85 

Majority for agreeing to a graduii A)ao\\\io\^ » i^$ 
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P ¥hV Htoufe haviii^ oh tije .2 j^ ^ A^ refdvetl Itfelf ^* 
"^^ tlie fiune C<inainittee^ StO^nilAAT I>dLBBN being itt 
Hw Chair, the Right*-'i&noitrablc Mr. D^ndas movedj 
" That i< ftairiiot l* ^lvM.RP ia>r<>ft «i3r..A%isa|i.Ne> 
"* glRies into any Britiih Cc^nies or Plantatiofli^n Siups 
*'«w«t^'ot-' lavi^tied t>7 BK^'i^bje^ sit any tinie after 
*« the Firll Dayif JmBarf, rtoo." - - 

I^n which LoRilt.MoRKiNciTON moved, as an Amend- 
ttient) diat die year ^^ t793i" be fubftituted in the place of 
the year « xjloo.** 

■ ••■■■•1 * "' 

After a long debate, the ColnmlUee having divided, the 

Ayes in &vour of Lohl Mornington's amendment were, 109 
Noes, --*---.--•. -.-- 158 

Majority againft abolifbing the Slave Trade 

on January I, 1793^ 49 



rti^ 






On the 28th of April) the Houfe having again refolved 
itfelf into the fame Committee, Mr. Beaupoy being in the 
Chair, the Right Honourable Mr. Dundas again moved^ 
" That it jfhall not be lawful to import any African Negroes 
<' into any Britifli Colonies or PiantationSi in Ships owned 

or navigated by Britifli Subjeds, at any time after the 

Firft Day of January, 1800*" 

Upon which Lord Mornington moved as an amendment. 
That the year " 179s" be fubftituted in the place of the 
year i8oo, 

• The Committee, after a long debate having divided, the 

Ayes, in favour of Lord Mornington's amendment, were I2X 
Noes, ---.--*^------- x6i 

Majority againft abolifliing the Slave Trade 

in the year X 795, - ----- 40 



B^ "^VK 



(, *78r ). 

Sir Edward Knatchbull then moved, that the 
V 1796," (hould be fubftituted in die plaoq of ^^ 
« i8co." ..■.'■" 



• ■• f'^JllI |M|||* $ ,111 

■ t 

• I I 



The Committee having divided, the 



■•• » 



Aj^-e.s in favour of Sir £• Knatchbull's amendment| were ij|! 
- - ■ - T r - r - - -■ -.'■- 131' 



K oes 



Majority in favour of Sir £. Koatchbuirs amend* 
ment for aboliihing the Slave Trade on ^e 
Firft of January^ 1796, -.---- 
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